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  This study presents a genre analysis of English editorials regarding hard news 

in broadsheet and tabloid newspapers focusing on move analysis. It aims to 

investigate structural organization of those editorials through examination of common 

move structures, the similar and different attributes in the move structures of the 

genre, and communicating intentions of the genre. The data consist of 30 English 

editorial texts of broadsheet newspaper and 30 texts of tabloid newspaper.  

 Analysis of the moves reveals that there is one common move structure in the 

broadsheet newspaper’s editorials, which consists of four moves. In editorials of the 

tabloid newspaper, there are two common move structures. The first is similar to the 

structure of the broadsheet newspaper’s editorials. However, the other common move 

structure is different.  

  Six similar features were found in genre analysis of the editorials in 

broadsheet and tabloid newspapers: 1) the total number of moves found in texts of 

both The Washington Post and New York Post, 2) the number of common moves, 3) 

the number of optional moves, 4) the communicative purposes of common moves, 5) 

the communicative purposes of an optional move, and 6) the writing style of the text. 

On the other hand, there are three different features in those texts. Those features are: 

1) the number of common moves, 2) the number of common move structures, and 3) 

the consistence of a common move structure. 

 In addition, the study discovered that the communicating intentions of the in 

English editorials genre mainly is to motivate and persuade readers to consider ideas 
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or to give opinions that oppose or support the information provided in those editorials 

as well as to express strong opinions in order to stimulate some reaction from readers. 
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CHAPTER 1 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1  Introduction 

 

Recently, discourse and genre analysis are of increasing interest in the field of 

linguistics, having implications for applied linguistics, particularly in the teaching and 

learning of languages, mass communication, writing research, language reform and 

other areas within the scope of professional and academic communication (Bhatia, 

2002). Genre analysis is a type of discourse analysis that focuses on different text 

types or genres (Dudley-Evans and St. John 1998, quoted in Pruettipongsit 2006). 

Swales (1990) defines genre as a kind or type of written discourse which has criteria 

relating to communicative events and purposes, restrictions on form and content, and 

a relevant discourse community. Moreover, Bhatia (2005) claims that the study of 

situated linguistic behavior in academic or professional contexts is genre analysis in 

terms of typification of rhetorical action; regularities of staged, goal-oriented social 

processes; or consistency of communicative purposes. Nowadays, the current 

practices in the use of languages is mainly dominated by genre analysis; 

consequently, the use of English is also affected (Bhatia, 1997). Within applied 

linguistics genre analysis plays an important role in a variety of interesting fields of 

study. 

 Many scholars have conducted genre analysis in the settings of law, research, 

and business and determined that papers in these settings can be characterized by 

rhetorical and linguistic forms, or in terms of conventional purposes. However, this 

research will be focused on English in a professional setting, the discourse community 

of journalists within the context of editorial writing. Bhatia (1993) points out that 

views and opinions of a newspaper are presented in the editorial page; accordingly, 

the newspaper’s analysis, discussion, opinion or verdict on the issues of the day are 

commonly considered as the editorial. Because of the growth of information 

technology and mass communication, linguists and applied linguists increasingly are 

paying attention to language used in these areas. Focusing on genre, those linguists 
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attempt to understand functions of text-patterning and structural interpretation of text 

genre through rhetorical and structural analysis.  

 In this paper, rhetorical moves and structural organization of English editorials 

regarding hard news of broadsheet and tabloid newspapers, The Washington Post and 

New York Post are examined. Swales (1981b) introduces a method of assigning 

rhetorical moves for the article introductions to interpret communicative purposes of 

the text. Later, Swales (1990) offers modified move patterns to be a new model called 

Create a Research Space (CARS) to identify the rhetorical movement in a research 

article introduction. Furthermore, analyzing genre in business settings, academic 

settings, and professional settings of Bhatia (1993) supports the notion that the genre 

intends to serve communicative purposes which is the most important factor in genre 

identification. The aim of this study is to explore the similarities and differences of 

genre in of English editorials regarding hard news of broadsheet and tabloid 

newspaper as well as to identify common move structures of those English editorials. 

 

1.2  Statement of the Problem 

 

 Generally, a newspaper presents a good standard of language use which is 

internationally acceptable yet still maintains a local flavor. Newspapers also offer the 

use of fresh, topical and up-to-date language. The wide variety of genres in a daily 

newspaper, especially in the editorial section, attracts many researchers to study them. 

The editorial section is about views and opinions of the newspaper. Bhatia (1993) 

notes that the newspaper’s analysis, discussion, opinion or verdicts on the issue of the 

day are presented in the editorial section. Moreover, he adds that the way editorial 

writers select words to create favorable or unfavorable bias in their arguments is the 

most significant aspect of this genre. The genre of English editorials, regarding hard 

news in two different kinds of newspaper, broadsheet and tabloid, will be examined 

through rhetorical move analysis in order to see communicative purposes of the genre. 
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1.3  Scope of the Study 

 

  The move structures of English editorials regarding hard news in broadsheet 

and tabloid newspapers will be investigated.  Those editorials are collected from the 

websites of The Washington Post and New York Post. Genre analysis, especially on 

analyzing the move structure of the texts, will be based on Bhatia (1993). 

 

1.4  Purposes of the Study 

 

1) To investigate the common move structures of English editorials regarding 

hard news written in two different types of newspaper  

2) To explore the similarities and differences of genre in English editorials 

regarding hard news of broadsheet and tabloid newspapers 

 

1.5  Research Questions:  

 

1) What are the common move structures of English editorials regarding hard 

news in broadsheet and tabloid newspapers? 

2) What are the similar and different attributes in the move structures of genre 

in those English editorials? 

3) What is the communicating intention of genre discovered in those English 

editorials of broadsheet and tabloid newspapers? 

 

1.6  Definitions of Terms 

 

In this section, definitions of the key words, such as editorial, genre, move, 

step, move structure, genre analysis are provided. Many scholars have assigned 

meanings and definitions for the term editorial. The definition used in this study is 

that an editorial is “generally regarded as the newspaper’s analysis, discussion, 

opinion or verdict on the issues of the day” (Bhatia, 1993: 170). Genre, according to 

Swales, is an institutionalized communicative event characterized by a set of 
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communicative purposes identified and commonly understood by the members of that 

professional or academic community in which it regularly occurs (Swales1981b, 1985 

and 1990, quoted in Bhatia, 1993). For the terms of move and step, Swales (1990) 

identifies a step in terms of a small unit of move, whereas McKinlay (1984) states that 

a semantic unit associated to the writer’s purposes is considered as a move. Swale 

(1990) further describes a move as a semantic unit regarding the function it performs 

in relation to the overall function of the article. Move structures are the socio-

cognitive structures used by members of a discourse community to “construct and 

interpret discourses specific to their professional cultures” (Bhatia, 2005: 9). Bhatia 

(1993) says that move analysis refers to structural organization analysis of the genre 

which reveals preferred ways of communicating intention in a specific area of inquiry. 

In addition, genre analysis also relates to an investigation for instances of 

conventionalized or institutionalized textual artifacts which are in a specific 

institutional context, accepted as disciplinary practices, and related to procedures and 

cultures (Bhatia, 2002). 

  This chapter is an introduction of the study which provides the perspective of 

genre analysis in this thesis. The next chapter will delve into definition terms and 

related studies of genre analysis. 

 



 

CHAPTER 2 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

  This chapter discusses the theory used in genre analysis. The 

discussion is divided into four parts. First, the various concepts of genre 

analysis and move analysis from theorists are reviewed. Second, the 

application of genre analysis in academia, business, and law is discussed, 

focusing on move structures. Third, newspaper history in the United States of 

America, history and definition of broadsheet and tabloid newspaper, editorial 

definition and editorial history, and characteristics of news types are provided. 

Finally, genre analysis of news and editorials is discussed. 

 

2.1  Genre Analysis and Move Analysis 

 

2.1.1  Genre Analysis 

  Genre is a term used to characterize a category of discourse of any 

type, spoken or written, with or without literary aspirations (Swales, 1990). 

Genre “is a recognizable communicative event characterized by a set of 

communicative purposes identified and mutually understood by the members 

of the professional or academic community in which it regularly occurs. Most 

often it is highly structured and conventionalized with constraints on allowable 

contributions in terms of their intent, positioning, form and functional value 

These constraints, however, are often exploited by the expert members of the 

discourse community to achieve private intentions within the framework of 

socially recognized purposes” (Swales, 1981b, 1985 and 1990, quoted in 

Bhatia, 1993: 13). Bhatia (1993) adds that several aspects are considered when 

defining genre: 1) a communicative event characterized by a set of 

communicative purposes, 2) the structure of genres, 3) constraints on 

allowable contributions of a particular genre, and 4) these purposes are 
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understood and often employed by members of the discourse community of 

the genre. Thus, Swales (1990) and Bhatia (1993) present genre analysis as the 

study of consistency of communicative purposes. Martin (1984) not only 

defines genre analysis as the form of discourse but also as the typification of 

rhetorical action that genre is used to perform by investigating the connection 

between genre and recurrent institutionalized linguistic situations and 

examining the way that genre can be used to represent typified rhetorical 

action. Bazerman (1994) explicates Martin’s notion that genre analysis relates 

to the development of single types of texts through conventional use in similar 

linguistic situations. Furthermore, Bazerman (1994) elaborates that a 

repertoire of actions in a set of situations and the possible intentions enacted in 

communicative forms are concerned in identifying genre. Martin (1993) 

defines genre as steadiness of staged and goal oriented social processes. Based 

on Bhatia’s (2005: 23) summarizing, genre theory basically includes the 

analysis of the following studies: 

1) Genres are recognizable communicative events, characterized by a 

set of communicative purposes identified and mutually understood by 

members of the professional or academic community in which they regularly 

occur. 

2) Genres are highly structured and conventionalized constructs, with 

constraints on allowable contributions not only in terms of the intentions one 

would like to give expression to and the shape they often take, but also in 

terms of the lexico-grammatical resources one can employ to give discoursal 

values to such formal features. 

3) Established members of a particular professional community will 

have a much greater knowledge and understanding of the use and exploitation 

of genres than those who are apprentices, new members or outsiders. 

4) Although genres are viewed as conventionalized constructs, expert 

members of the disciplinary and professional communities often exploit 

generic resources to express not only ‘private’ but also organizational 

intentions within the constructs of ‘socially recognized communicative 

purposes’. 
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5) Genres are reflections of disciplinary and organizational cultures, 

and in that sense, they focus on social actions embedded within disciplinary, 

professional and other institutional practices. 

6) All disciplinary and professional genres have integrity of their own, 

which is often identified with reference to a combination of textual, discursive 

and contextual factors.  

  The emphasis on conventions that all three manifestations (typification 

of rhetorical action, regularities of staged and goal oriented social processes, 

and consistency of communicative purposes) of genre theory possess are 

considered as the key concepts of any form of generic description. Bhatia 

(2005: 23) concludes that genre relates to language used within a 

conventionalized communicative setting to express communicative purposes. 

In his words: 

 

Genre essentially refers to language use in a conventionalized  

communicative setting in order to give expression to a specific 

set of communicative goals of disciplinary or social institution, 

which give rise to stable structural forms by imposing 

constraints on the use of lexico-grammatical as well as 

discoursal resources. Some of these constraints can  also be 

attributed to variations in disciplinary practices. 

 

  Moreover, Swales (1990) points out that the notion of genre relates to 

the concept of discourse community. He states that discourse communities are 

groups sharing goals or purposes and using communication as a tool in order 

to achieve these goals. Regarding this relationship, Swales says that genres 

present the organizational structures of written communication which belong 

to discourse communities and, conversely, genres facilitate to define those 

communities. Thus, he proposes six defining characteristics that are essential 

and sufficient to identify a group of individuals as a discourse community.  

  The first characteristic is a shared set of public goals. This means 

members in a specific discourse community have the same objectives. In 
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regards to the media, Fairclough (1995) says that the goals of informing and 

entertaining the public are agreed upon by journalists. The second 

characteristic is the mechanisms of intercommunication among its members. 

Swales (1990) states that the participatory mechanisms will differ according to 

the community, and may include meetings, telecommunications, 

correspondence, newsletters, conversations, etc. In journalism, journalists 

communicate with each other through emails and telephones or attend the 

same press conferences in order to achieve the shared goals (Suhardja, 2008). 

Journalists also share the same journalistic judgment when they assess the 

newsworthiness of a story (Entwistle and Hancock-Beaulieu, 1992 quoted in 

Suhardja, 2008). In addition, Galtung and Ruge (1973) report that news values 

such as frequency, intensity, unambiguity, meaningfulness, cultural proximity, 

relevance, unpredictability, personalization and negativity dominate 

journalistic judgment. The third characteristic is the use of participatory 

mechanisms by members for providing information and feedback.  It can be 

seen that journalists use participatory mechanisms to produce the output, i.e., 

the news reports and the television/radio programs (Suhardja, 2008). The 

fourth characteristic is the genre(s) which is utilized and possessed by a 

discourse community. This implies that the development of a discourse 

community involves discourse expectations. They may concern appropriacy of 

topic, form, function and positioning of discourse elements, and the role of 

texts in the operation of the discourse community.  The fifth characteristic is 

the acquisition of some specific lexis by members of a discourse community. 

In creating special information, some discourse communities may use specific 

lexis and terminology; thus, it is important for members to acquire the 

technical terminology. The sixth characteristic is the level of members’ 

expertise. Swale (1990: 27) states that “survival of the community depends on 

a reasonable ratio between novice and experts.” 

  In relating to Swales (1990), Bhatia (1993) reports genre analysis as 

the study of consistency of communicative purposes. Swales (1990) assumes 

that a communicative event refers to an event in which language plays a 

significant and indispensible role. This means it involves not only discourse 
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and its participants, but also the role of that discourse and its production and 

reception context. Therefore, a set of communicative purposes identified and 

mutually understood by the members of a specific discourse community turns 

a class of communicative events into a genre (Swales, 1990). It seems that the 

privileged property of a genre is communicative purpose; however, there are 

others properties that are essential for genre identification. According to the 

aspects in defining genre which are recommended by Bhatia (1993), they 

emphasize the important properties shared by specialist writers in specific 

areas of inquiry. These aspects are a communicative event characterized by a 

set of communicative purposes; the structure of genres, constraints on 

allowable contributions of a particular genre, and the purposes are often 

employed and understood by members of the discourse community of the 

genre. These aspects may be known in terms of the use of language in a 

conventionalized setting and the flexibility of genre (Bhatia, 2005). The 

communicative purposes of the particular institution appear when the language 

is used in a conventionalized setting. The structure and linguistic features of a 

discourse are constrained by the communicative purposes. However, the 

flexibility of genre indicates that the expert member of a discourse community 

exploits the structure and linguistic features that characterize the genre. Swales 

(1981b) concludes that genre is not static; consequently, genre analysis in 

terms of the ESP and professional approach is a text analysis focused on a 

process analysis. Therefore, the analysis is based on the notion of genre 

analysis of Swales (1990) and Bhatia (1993). 

 Another key concept to understand genre analysis is the notion of 

schema. Swales (1990) describes schema as a psychological concept used to 

attain the organization of knowledge which is dominated by previous 

experiences and prior texts. Content schema and formal schema are conducive 

to identify genre. Previous experience and prior texts are conducive to our 

knowledge of facts, concepts and procedures (Suhardja, 2008). Prior texts also 

increase our knowledge of structure, rhetoric, and style. Content schema is 

developed by knowledge of facts and concepts, whereas formal schema is 

formed by knowledge of text structure, rhetoric, style, and procedures (Swale, 
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1990). Thus, to understand genre, it is essential to comprehend content and 

formal schema.  

   

  2.1.2  Move Analysis  

  An analysis of moves and steps is an important element of genre 

analysis. In order to discriminate moves and steps, Swales (1990) identifies a 

step in terms of a small unit of move. Move means a semantic unit connected 

to the writer’s purposes (McKinlay, 1984 quoted in Swales, 1990). Swales 

(1990) defines a move in regard to the function it performs in relation to the 

overall function of the article. The socio-cognitive structures used by members 

of a discourse community to “construct and interpret discourses specific to 

their professional cultures” is a meaning of move structure (Bhatia, 2005: 9). 

Bhatia (1993) states that move analysis presents the structural organization of 

the overall message in a particular genre to reveal preferred ways of 

communicating intention in a specific area. The framework of move analysis 

by Swales (1990) is applied in Bhatia’s (1993) works. Thus, Bhatia (1993) 

applies genre analysis in a professional setting. Next, the application of genre 

analysis presents how the frameworks of Swales (1990) and Bhatia (1993) are 

employed in academic and professional settings. 

 

2.2  The Application of Genre Analysis 

 

2.2.1  Genre Analysis of Academic Discourse 

 First of all, genre analysis in academic and research settings is to be 

discussed in this section because language use in academic settings is 

interesting for people related to education, such as researchers, teachers, and 

students. Over two decades many researchers have paid attention to the 

introductions of research articles. John M. Swales has had a great influence on 

studying genre analysis in the introductions of academic research articles. 

According to the analysis of research article introductions in academic 

settings, Swales (1990: 137) stated that, 
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  The opening paragraphs somehow present the writer with an 

 unnerving wealth of options: decisions have to be made about 

the   amount and type of background knowledge to be included; 

  decisions have to be made about an authoritative versus a 

sincere   stance (Arrington and Rose, 1987); decisions have to be 

made  about the winsomeness of the appeal to the readership; 

decisions   have to be made about the directness of the approach. 

 

Regarding genre analysis of introductions in research articles, Swales 

(1981a) examines introductory sections of 48 English research articles and 16 

introductory sections from the areas of sciences, social sciences, and health 

sciences. He discovers regular move structures in the introductory sections of 

research articles and identifies them in a Four Moves Structure as: 

  Move 1: Establishing the field by showing centrality; stating current 

        knowledge; and ascribing key characteristics; 

  Move 2: Summarizing previous research; 

  Move 3: Preparing for present research by indicating a gap; question 

        raising; or extending a finding; 

  Move 4: Introducing present research by stating the purpose; and  

        describing present research. 

  In 1990, Swales modified his Four Moves Structure to be a new model 

called Create a Research Space (CARS) in order to adequately capture the 

rhetorical movement in introductory sections of research articles written in 

English. The new model is shown below. 

  Move 1 Establishing a territory  

    Step 1 Claiming centrality  

        and/or  

    Step 2 Making topic generalization(s)  

        and/or  

    Step 3 Reviewing items of previous research  

  Move 2 Establishing a niche  

    Step 1A Counter-claiming 
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        or  

    Step 1B Indicating a gap  

        or  

    Step 1C Question-raising  

        or  

    Step 1D Continuing a tradition  

  Move 3 Occupying the niche  

    Step 1A Outlining purposes  

        or  

    Step 1B Announcing present research  

    Step 2 Announcing principal findings  

    Step 3 Indicating research article structure 

 

 Move 1 in the CARS model is applied to establish the field of study by 

claiming the research topic in terms of specific areas for the study, the 

importance of the topic, and providing the background of it. Related research 

is also reviewed in order to provide readers the main points of the literature. 

Move 2 is a state of preparing for the present study by identifying a gap or a 

problem, and raising the research question. Move 3 in the CARS model is an 

introduction of the study which presents the purposes of the study and outlines 

the approaches to be used. Swales’ (1990) CARS model has strongly 

influenced research writing in English for Academic Purpose (EAP). 

  In regards to research article abstracts, Bhatia (1993) examines their 

rhetorical moves structure and provides their detailed descriptions. An abstract 

refers to a description or factual summary of a longer report and provides an 

exact and concise knowledge of the full article for readers (Bhatia, 1993 

quoted in Pruettipongsit, 2006). The abstract carries information of the 

research, including (1) what the author did, (2) how the author did it, (3) what 

the author found, and (4) what the author concluded. The following aspects are 

the four moves discovered by Bhatia (1993): 

 Move 1: Introducing Purpose 

 Move 2: Describing Methodology 
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 Move 3: Summarizing Results 

 Move 4: Presenting Conclusions 

The four moves are detailed for understanding as follows: 

 Move 1: Introducing Purpose 

 This move indicates the author’s intention and reports the thesis or 

hypothesis that is the basis of the research. Moreover, goals or objectives of 

the research or the problem that the author wants to handle are considered in 

this section. 

 Move 2: Describing Methodology 

  In this move the design of the experiment or study is reported, 

including information about the data, procedures or methods used in the 

research, and the scope of the research if it is essential. 

 Move 3: Summarizing Results 

  This move is an essential section of research article abstracts. Author’s 

observations and findings are presented in this part. If solutions to the problem 

are not mentioned in the first move, they will be proposed in this move. 

 Move 4: Presenting Conclusions 

  This move is the section of interpreting results and concluding. 

Generally, some indication of the implications and applications of findings are 

also included. 

  In aspects of communicative purposes, the abstract is a precise 

summary representing the whole article. It is crucial to reveal some indication 

of methodology, experimental procedures, data collection, etc. An essential 

part of research article abstracts is reporting results or findings. The research 

article abstract is an important section that is a shortened summary version of 

a long research report. This I-M-R-C structure, which faithfully corresponds to 

the rhetorical structure of the RA, has been widely acknowledged (e.g. Lores 

2004; Martin 2003; Salager-Meyer 1990; Samraj 2005 quoted in 

Pruettipongsit 2006). 
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2.2.2  Genre Analysis of Business Discourse   

  Bhatia (1993) applies Swales’ (1990) model to analyze texts in 

business settings, including sales promotion letters and job applications. He 

describes a sales promotion letter as an unsolicited letter sent to a target group 

of customers with an aim of persuading the customers to buy a product or 

service. Bhatia (1993) investigates the Standard Bank’s sales promotion letter 

and identifies seven typical moves in sales promotion letters as follows:  

 1) Establishing credential  

 2) Introducing the offer  

     (1) Offering the product or service  

     (2) Essential detailing of the offer  

     (3) Indicating value of the order  

 3) Offering incentives  

 4) Enclosing document  

 5) Soliciting response  

 6) Using pressure tactics  

 7) Ending politely 

  Based on Bhatia’s theoretical framework, the structural moves in a 

sales promotion letter are described as follows: 

  Move 1: Establishing credential 

  The writer initially establishes his company’s credentials in order to 

draw the attention of the readers and convince them by showing the benefits of 

the services or products. “The most striking aspect of this move, therefore, is 

the indication to the addressee that it is to his advantage to participate in the 

decision making process leading to product buying (Bhatia, 1993: 49).” 

Impressing customers by representing a company’s reputation, the 

achievement of the company, its specialty or its long experience in a particular 

line of products or services is the way of capturing prospective customers’ 

attention. To effectively support the promotion letter, the words ‘we’ and 

‘you’ are commonly used in promotional writing (Jordan, 1986 quoted in 

Bhatia, 1993). 

   



15 

 

Move 2: Introducing the offer 

  Bhatia (1993) says that this move is also called introducing the product 

or service because it is recognized as product-detailing in business 

terminology. In this move, the writer informs customers about the product or 

service to create familiarity among customers for the best circulation. This 

move has three important aspects:               

  1) offering the product or service, 

  2) essential detailing of the offer, and  

  3) indicating value of the order. 

  Although this move is an essential requirement of the sales effort in 

order to detail the value of the products or services, its most important feature 

is the indication of the value of the product or service in relevance to the first 

move. Bhatia (1993) mentions that the real secret of successful selling is 

knowing the needs and inhibitions of your potential customer when you 

address your package to their interests. In addition, the modifiers play an 

important role in evaluating products in the rhetoric of advertising and are 

completely used by the writers of sales promotion letters for product detailing 

(Teh, 1986 as quoted in Bhatia, 1993). 

  Move 3: Offering incentives 

  Generally, offering incentives is not only used in a business context, 

but it is also applied in the field of communication. Bhatia (1993) reports that 

the requirement of incentives seems more cultural than universal. 

  Bhatia (1993) discusses bargaining which is a crucial element in 

Singaporean business culture. Foreign tourists are advised by free brochures to 

negotiate the price of products and services. This promotional activity is 

applied more seriously in sales promotional letters; consequently, consumers 

tend to expect various promotional activities in terms of offering incentives 

such as discounts, special prices, or introductory offers. This practice is more 

extensive in Asian countries than elsewhere. Thus, the role of offering 

incentives is to persuade the consumer to consider seriously the service being 

offered. 

  Move 4: Enclosing document 
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  Regarding brevity, which is one of the important aims of writing a 

sales promotion letter, unnecessary details are removed from the letter. 

Therefore, enclosing detailed descriptions of products or services in various 

forms such as brochures, leaflets, pamphlets, reservation slips or request forms 

is a clever option for the business people. Bhatia (1993) summarizes that 

enclosing documents is an optional move depending on the strategy which the 

writers choose to apply. 

  Move 5: Soliciting response 

  Bhatia also states that encouraging customers to respond or continue 

further communication with the writer is soliciting response. Thus, a telephone 

number and/or name of a person who is willing to answer customers’ 

questions are contained in sales promotional letters. In brief, soliciting 

response functions to encourage the readers to continue further 

communication. 

  Move 6: Using pressure tactics 

  Bhatia reveals that using pressure tactics often involves offering 

additional savings or gains if customers decide to buy products or services 

before a specified deadline. Although this move seems similar to offering 

incentives, the two moves are different in terms of function and position. The 

function of offering incentives is to persuade the consumer to consider 

seriously the service being offered, whereas using pressure tactics affects the 

customer in taking an immediate decision and position in the end of the letter. 

Therefore, pressure tactics are used to impel the customer to make a quick 

decision to purchase the product or service. 

  Move 7: Ending politely 

  To maintain friendly relationships between customers and writers, 

sales promotion letters end with polite, pleasant, and courteous expressions 

according to Bhatia. Particularly, formal politeness in closing is required for 

the complaint and adjustment letters. The subtleties of interpersonal relations 

or rude expressions are signaled when you end the letter without a polite 

ending. So, ending politely is the general formal form of the ending 

communication. 
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  2.2.3 Genre Analysis of Legal Discourse 

 Bhatia (1993) investigates rhetorical moves of legal cases in order to 

identify the normal structure of case writing. He describes legal cases as being 

most important for law specialists, such as a law student or a practicing 

lawyer, to read because the law court raises the importance of cases by more 

or less following previous judgments. It appears that cases are decided in the 

same way whenever the material facts are the same; however, it does not 

imply that all the facts of the case of an earlier judgment must occur again to 

be relevant to subsequent ones. Actually, the recurrence of legally material 

facts might happen, and legal specialists are interested in these facts. Bhatia 

(1993) defines legal cases as an abridged version of court judgments that are 

intricate and detailed. The cases are abridged by various writers for different 

purposes. Consequently, legal cases are the most influential tool to give law 

students practice in legal argumentation and decision making. Commonly, the 

cases play a significant role in the negotiation of justice and legal education.  

  Bhatia (1993) states that legal cases serve four crucial communicative 

purposes as follow: 

1) Cases serve a function as authentic records of past judgments with 

their full form. The form records the facts of the case, the arguments of the 

judge, his reasoning, the judgment, the kind of authority and evidence he uses 

and the way he distinguishes the present case from others cited as evidence 

either by him or by the opposing lawyers. 

2) Legal judgment and the rule of law included in full form of legal 

cases serve as precedents for subsequent cases and normally are used as 

evidence in order to favor or oppose a particular line of argument or decision. 

3) Cases as reported are reminders to legal experts when they are used 

in argument in the context of a classroom or court. These versions of legal 

cases include important material facts and the decision of the judge. 

4) Cases as illustrations of certain points of law, especially 

abridgements of cases, constitute an essential bibliography of law students and 
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they are used to support or oppose a particular point of view in law textbooks. 

Cases are sources for learning law. 

In examining legal cases, Bhatia (1993) finds a typical four move structure: 

1) Identifying the case 

2) Establishing facts of the case 

3) Arguing the case 

(1) Stating history of the case 

(2) Presenting arguments 

(3) Deriving ratio decidendi 

4) Pronouncing judgment 

Bhatia (1993) details structural description of the genre as below. 

  1) Identifying the case 

     Legal cases used in academic or occupational contexts must be 

identified in a way consistent with its own professional community. Thus, 

most cases presented in Law Reports or casebooks begin with this move. This 

move is in all three versions of the case: the case for training law students, 

argumentation, and decision making. 

  2) Establishing facts of the case 

     The facts of the case are important to allow case readers to consider 

them as legal material in order to decide the relevance of the case for a 

subsequent one. According to cases for revision purposes, the description of 

the case is the important legally material facts. If a casebook is used for the 

reason of legal argumentation, it is essential to establish the facts of the case 

by providing greater detail regarding the event that led to the dispute. The 

details of the facts contains not only legally significant ones for the judgment 

in the case, but also ones considered as crucial details in at least two ways. 

First, the detail is related to answers of some questions that a reader may ask. 

Second, the detail is related to facts that may help a reader or learner to 

differentiate legally important facts from facts that are less important or 

unimportant. Therefore, good establishing of facts will support a reader’s 

better appreciation of the judge’s argumentation. 

  3) Arguing the case 
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     This section of the legal case is the most complex and maybe the 

most significant for law learners. There are several sub moves in this section 

depending on the nature of the case and the length. It is common to begin with 

the name of the judge who delivers judgment, and may include the case’s 

history in the courts, which are the judgments delivered by earlier judges 

especially in appeal cases, the present judge’s arguments, the evidence used in 

the negotiation of justice, and the derivation of the principle of law used in 

subsequent cases, ratio decedendi. The three major sub moves are: 

(1) Giving a history of the case 

(2) Presenting arguments 

(3) Deriving ratio decidendi 

  Move 2, establishing facts of the case, leads to the conclusion and 

creates a sub move, presenting arguments. The third sub move, deriving ratio 

decidendi is the derivation of the principle of law that the judge uses with the 

present case to subsequent cases of similar description. It is shown in the 

beginning of the case, but it is not the major feature of the case. 

  4) Pronouncing judgment 

     Generally, this move is a short part, but it is formulaic, standardized 

in character, essential, and an inextricable section of the case. This move 

functions to complete the case by pronouncing the judgment. 

  Bhatia (1993) summarizes that Move 1 always appears in the title of 

the case. Move 2 is in a constant position after the identification of the case. 

The positions of Move 3 and Move 4 are often selected according to the 

purpose of the casebook. If the purpose of the casebook is the case reference 

for reminding legal experts, Move 4 tends to materialize before Move 3 and is 

usually conspicuous by the heading Held. 

 

2.3  Newspaper History in the United States of America 

 

  2.3.1  History of the Newspaper 

  Although the printing press was invented much earlier - in 1450 - the 

history of newspapers originated in the 17th century (Kroupová, 2012). In the 
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newspaper’s historical period, there were many new developments and ideas 

which were either accepted or refused by society. In order to be accepted, the 

newspaper has overcome many difficulties. The newspaper had to go through 

many challenges such as illiteracy, poor transportation, no technology, rivalry 

against other newspapers and also laws which inhibited their freedom when it 

appeared for the first time (Kroupová, 2012 quoted in Franklin, 2008). 

According to Stephen as cited in Kroupová, 2012, he states that a publication 

that appears regularly and frequently, and carries news about a wide variety of 

current events means a newspaper. 

 

  2.3.2  The Birth of the American Journalism and Newspaper 

  In order to discuss the birth of the American journalism and 

newspapers, the book “The Press and America” by Edwin Emery in 1962 

provides a background of American journalism and newspaper which is 

presented in the following paragraphs.    

  New England was the birthplace of the American newspaper, but it 

was not until 1704, or 84 years after the establishment of the first successful 

colony in that area, that a publication that meets the definition of a real 

newspaper existed. Printers were available since the very beginning and two 

Pilgrims who came to Plymouth in December of 1620, William Brewster and 

Edward Winslow, were printers. They had issued religious texts for the 

Separatist, the more radical offshoot of English Protestantism, and they had 

lived for a time near George Veseler, who was printing the first English 

coranto in the Netherlands while the Pilgrims were on their way to the New 

World in the Mayflower. Despite this experience, the Plymouth colony existed 

nearly a century before it enjoyed a newspaper or popular periodical. 

  Ten years after of the arrival of the Pilgrims, different groups of 

religious exiles resided around Boston, a sail which took a day to the north of 

Plymouth. This Massachusetts Bay Colony, then became known as the origin 

of American journalism. Many of its members prospered and the level of their 

education was high and some of the settlers were recognized as scholars. 
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  The Plymouth settlement grew slowly.  The Massachusetts Bay Colony 

had a rapid increase in population and influence. These colonists were 

thinking about the education of their children. They had enjoyed the 

advantages of education for themselves and wanted to pass on the heritage to 

the next generation. So, in 1636 Harvard College was established. The initial 

objective of the establishment was to produce qualified religious leaders, but 

the influence of educational activity went beyond its primary aim. Along with 

the educational process, the authorities founded the first press in English 

colonies at Cambridge (Harvard College) in 1638. Its responsibility was to 

produce the religious texts required in school and college. Not long after, other 

presses were set up and these presses later published cultural material, 

including the first history of the colony and some poetry. The interest in 

education and cultural aspects made Boston known as the capital of the 

intellect of the New World. Here were the elements of the development of a 

newspaper- high literacy, interests in community business, self- government, 

prosperity and leadership in culture. However, no newspaper was a success 

until the fourth generation. 

  The development of the popular press was brought about in New 

England by the commercial stimulation. Fishing made New Englanders 

become great sailors and the region had excellent harbors. The industry of 

ship-building and ocean commerce encouraged the growth of lumbering, wood 

manufacture, and other small businesses. As a result, the class of shrewd, 

tough and independent businessmen began to gain admiration and fame for the 

New England. Many of them became rich and possessed the ability to support 

a publication that could advertise wares and spread the relevant information. 

Buyers and retailers had an interest in the arrival and departure of the ships. 

Merchants wanted the information about conditions in the areas overlooked by 

the British papers. Trade along the American coast was gradually improving 

and the trade with the West Indies was successful. The businessmen also 

desired to know and gain latest information and proclamations of the 

governor, especially if these orders could be employed in their commerce.  
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  The businessmen were curious about information on such matters. 

Better communication would certainly be beneficial for their commercial 

activities. Finally, as rivalry urged trade in the growing communities, the 

merchants discovered they could transfer their products to the local customers 

faster if the printed notices or advertisements in the publication were read by 

their customers. The development of commercial activities, then, had the 

influence on the establishment of the first newspaper, and all of the 

publications in the early stage appeared in the center of trade. 

  In 1664 the British conquered the Dutch, and took as one of the spoils 

of war the Netherlands’ colony. The king made an attempt to increase his 

influence in England and in the colonies, for instance, the General Court of 

Massachusetts, passed the first formal act that limited the press in 1662. The 

only publishing house in the colony at that time was one at Harvard, consisting 

of two presses, but the authorities were taking no chances with possible 

subversive literature, and the law provided for rigorous censorship, according 

to The Development of Freedom of the Press in Massachusetts (New York: 

Longmans, Green & Company, 1906). 

  In 1686, Judge Sewall (Samuel) was given the permission and 

responsibility of exclusive publication. The decision of the authorities was a 

sign that they gave importance to the services of the press, even though they 

feared its misapplication, for the Sewall monopoly was an agreement between 

limitation and usefulness of the press. In 1686, the exiled printer, Benjamin 

Harris, arrived in Boston. He was already experienced in the London 

publishing business. Unfortunately, Harris had the involvement in the less 

lawful activity. After the beginning of his London newspaper in 1679, he was 

arrested for having seditious literature in his possessions and he had to go to 

jail. In jail he kept editing his paper. In 1686 he opened his coffee shop in 

Boston at the corner of State and Washington streets. The shop was popular 

and became the meeting place for the local wits and writers. 

  On September 25, 1690, the printing shop of R. Pierce produced a 

four-page newspaper. It was printed only three sides; the fourth page was 

blank so that the readers could add their own news items before passing it on. 
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This was Harris’ Publick Occurences, both Foreign and Domestic, called by 

some authorities the first American newspaper. It was Massachusetts licensing 

that stopped Harris’ profession as an American newspaper publisher. 

However, Harris’ relationships with Boston were good and soon after the 

forbidding of Publick Occurences, he was appointed government printer for 

the compensation of the arbitrary action of the authorities. 

  In Europe there had been a long tradition of affiliation between the 

postal service and journalism. Many of the early continental newspapers had 

been published by postmasters. The postmasters had special attention and 

interest in spreading information, their main activity. They   had access to the 

intelligence available to the community and they were in the know. The post 

office has been the good place to spread the news. One of the postmasters 

appointed by the Crown for the new intercolonial service was John Campbell. 

He controlled the Boston post office in 1700. He used the postal service to 

provide information to special correspondents in other colonies. Most of the 

information Campbell sent was about commercial and governmental 

movement. Campbell wanted to make his work easier, so he made a decision 

and called Bartholomew Green, one of the few printers in the area. 

  On the morning of April 24, 1704, the first genuine American 

newspaper was printed in Green’s shop on Newbury Street. It was called the 

Boston News-letter. Even as Campbell’s embryonic journalism contributed to 

the traditions of an honorable craft, he had a strong sense of responsibility to 

his people. That was proved by his persistence to publish information in spite 

of public apathy and financial problems. It was also identified by his sincere 

policy of publishing “ for a Publick Good, to give a true account of all Foreign 

& Domestick Occurrence, and to prevent a great many false reports of the 

same” – a policy still respected by honest publishers. 
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2.3.3   History and Definition of Broadsheet and Tabloid   

          Newspaper 

            2.3.3.1  Broadsheet 

  According to the history of broadsheets, they were developed after the 

British in 1712 started collecting tax on newspapers based on the number of 

pages. Outside Britain, it was different; accordingly, the broadsheet developed 

in different style and authority for other reasons which were unrelated to the 

tax structure in Britain. It seems that the broadsheet has become the most 

popular format in order to propagate printed news.  

  Originally, the purpose of the broadsheet, or broadside, was the posting 

of royal proclamations, acts, and official notices. Later the broadsheet was 

used as a source for political activism by reprinting speeches, ballads or 

narrative songs originally performed by bards. In the early mechanization of 

the 19th century, production of printed materials, including the broadsheet, 

increased and this period was the origin of broadsheet newspapers all over 

Europe. With the increasing of newspaper production and literacy, the demand 

for visual reporting, and journalists, the modern broadsheet newspaper was 

developed by the blending of broadsides and newspapers (Clark, 2006). 

  Broadsheet is the largest of the various newspaper formats that are 

characterized by long vertical pages. It is typically 22 inches / 560 millimeters 

or more long. The Dutch Courante uyt Italien, Duytslandt, &c., first published 

in 1618, was the first broadsheet newspaper. However, there are other 

common newspaper formats which are the smaller size such as Berliner and 

tabloid/compact formats (Clark, 2006). 

 Regarding broadsheet format, Clark (2006) mentions that the 

traditional size for the front pages half of a broadsheet is 15 inches (381 mm) 

wide by 223⁄4 inches (578 mm) long in the United States. In order to save costs 

of newsprint, many U.S. newspapers including The Washington Post and The 

Los Angeles Times reduce the size of the spread sheet to 12 inches (305 mm) 

wide by 223⁄4 inches (578 mm) long for a folded page (Seelye, 2006). 

Broadsheet newspapers are commonly recognized to be more intellectual in 

content than their tabloid counterparts by using their bigger size to present the 
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more depth stories; however, the broadsheet contains less sensationalist and 

celebrity material, especially in Australia, Canada, the UK, and the US. 

Tabloids often have a single story dominated by a headline; however, two or 

more stories are displayed as the most important issues at the top of the page 

or above the fold. These differences seem to be the most obvious distinction 

(Seelye, 2006).  

 Later, Carlson (2009) defines the term broadsheet as the size of the 

paper used for a newspaper.  In the early period of newspapers the large size 

page is popular because it is easier for printers to print a smaller number of 

larger pages. In the early twenty-first century, many newspapers shifted to a 

smaller size format and many moved away from broadsheet altogether because 

of cost consideration and other concerns. The overlapping of newspaper 

characteristics may appear because of similar content style and page size. The 

difference of these two types of newspapers is resolved by journalistic 

distinction. Thus, Carlson (2009) concludes that the term of broadsheet is 

clarified as particular connotations of journalistic quality and seriousness. It 

can be said that a broadsheet newspaper is a quality newspaper which 

connotes news in depth and presents serious news. On the other hand, the term 

tabloid is concerned with a more entertainment-oriented, sensationalistic, and 

colloquial style. 

 2.3.3.2  Tabloid (Tabloidization) 

 In releasing the compressed tablets to market as "Tabloid" pills in the 

late 1880s, the word "tabloid" was created by the London based 

pharmaceutical company Burroughs Wellcome & Co. to use for identifying 

medicine that was usually taken in bulkier powder form. The word "tabloid" 

led Burroughs Wellcome & Co. to be the most successful at marketing its 

medicine, thus the term 'tabloid' was popular culture. Then, the word 

“tabloid” was used with other small items, such as the Sop with 

Tabloid aeroplane, and stories in journalism were compacted into a simplified, 

easily-absorbed format as the concept of tabloid. The term "tabloid 

journalism" became the smaller sheet newspapers (MacFarlane, 2009). 
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  According to Sparks (2000), a major part of tabloidization in the 

United States is based on the belief that serious press is more trustful and 

reliable than tabloids. Currently, U.S. journalists attempt to work seriously on 

newspapers to emphasize the correct facts. Accuracy in reporting is an 

essential concern in journalism. The degree of accuracy may be one of the 

differences between serious press and tabloid newspapers; however, it cannot 

be assumed that a prominent characteristic of tabloid newspapers is that they 

are less trustworthy and less reliable. Sparks (2000) adds that though the same 

charges of tabloidization are mounted in both the United States and elsewhere, 

it seems that the tabloid and the tabloid style of news has more vocal and more 

articulate defenders in other countries. Thus, the nature of the tabloids in the 

U.S. differs from other countries in both content and its relationship to the rest 

of the press.  

  It is difficult to define terms of tabloidization because of the many 

theories about this phenomenon and the continuing argument to clarify the 

definition. Sparks (2000) has tried to assign a definition for this term. Because 

many countries have their own tabloid news style, Sparks states that it could 

be one of the main aspects to create different definitions. However, he defined 

tabloidization as “the process by which the press pays more and more attention 

to that kind of material (e.g. the sexual life of a famous footballer or a movie 

star) at the expense of the coverage of public affairs” (Sparks, 2000: 16). 

Meanwhile, Caldwell (1995) points out that tabloids are described as having 

two tendencies. First, they publish stories attaching to vivid and impressive 

images. Second, sensational topics are the focus of attention. Traditionally, 

tabloid refers to the smaller size of a page in a newspaper and it often includes 

sensational contents which may excite the curiosity and appeals to readers 

(Barkin, 2003). Accordingly, a tabloid is likely to be amusing or enjoyable 

stories, like gossip or personal stories. It also appears that news, stories or 

events often are concerned with hot issues or famous figures. 

 

   

 



27 

 

2.3.4  Editorial Definition and Editorial History 

            2.3.4.1  History of Editorial 

  The beginning of the editorial was in 1830. This was the period during 

which an editorial was applied to indicate a statement of the editor’s opinion 

(Yaasa, 1996 quoted in Ate, 2008). At that time the word editorial referred to 

an article written by the editor. In the 20th century, the area of editorial 

became enlarged; however, editorial pages for editorials and letters to the 

editor in newspapers are generally separated. Around this period, some 

newspapers began to position their editorial column in a left hand page, 

usually in the front of the section (Ate, 2008). 

  It is noted that modern newspapers have extended, dignified and 

enriched the editorial page to exhibit opinions by columnists and guest writers. 

Typically, editorials are published on a special page called the editorial page. 

This page also presents letters to the editor written by members of the public; 

however, the page opposite this page, called the op-ed page, frequently reports 

opinion pieces written by writers who are indirectly affiliated with the 

publication (Passante, 2007: 28). 

 Editorials may be an instrument to manifest the opinion of the 

periodical. Editorials may appear in the form of editorial cartoons 

(Bustamante, n.d.). A newspaper’s editorial board evaluates issues for which it 

believes it is important for readers to know the newspaper's opinion (Passante, 

2007: 28).  

 2.3.4.2  Editorial Definition 

  In discussing the definition of an editorial, an editorial can be 

recognized as a corporate voice or position of a media organization on any 

given issue of public interest. The editorial is associated with the leader. 

Duyile (1990) reports that an editorial is the opinion of the newspaper simply 

written for the understanding of readers in order to guide them to take 

decisions on the issues being discussed. Moreover, Duyile (1990) defines 

editorial as a comment or an argument for supporting the information such as 

a particular policy, an action, or an idea. It may refer to an argument in a 

newspaper used to show the logical reasoning with the purpose of persuading 
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the readers to oppose or support an idea, policy or an action based on facts 

available.  

  An editorial includes a critical evaluation, interpretation and 

presentation of significant and contemporary events with an intention to 

inform, educate, entertain and influence the readers (Okoro and Agbo, 2003 

quoted in Ate, 2008). 

  An editorial is in terms of a statement of opinion from an editor or 

publisher about you and your business. It also refers to media reporting 

formed by news staff (Hoffman, 2007 quoted in Ate, 2008). 

  Consequently, an editorial is defined as a journalistic essay which 

attempts to inform or explain, persuade or convince, and stimulate insight in 

an entertaining or humorous manner (Iyorkyaa, 1996 quoted in Ate, 2008). 

  According to the definitions, it appears that expression or corporate 

opinion is fundamental aspect of an editorial. A deeper perspective is 

interpreted by an editorial. Moreover, substance and depth of analysis are 

reported in order to entertain readers. 

 

  2.3.5  Characteristic of News Types: Hard News and Soft News 

News has been defined and characterized in many ways; however, the 

terms of hard news and soft news will be used to specify the types of news and 

editorials in this study. Hard news is the news that concerns political 

(domestic and international), economic or social issues. It is necessary to 

instantly report hard news because of its significance and short lifespan 

(Limor and Mann, 1997 quoted in Lehman-Wilzig and Seletzky, 2010). Smith 

(1998) employs a different approach to propose that ‘hard’ news is 

newsworthy or associated with a significant period of time. Hard news is 

identified as the news that is almost demanded and accompanied with 

commentary by focusing on the substance of the news and analysis. On the 

other hand, soft news encompasses gossip, human interest stories, and local 

scandal which is not the political type (Tuchman, 1972 quoted in Seletzky, 

2010). Hard news is identified as a media type considered more for 

information seeking than for entertainment purposes. Therefore, it refers to the 



29 

 

reporting of breaking events concerning top leaders, major issues, or 

significant disruptions which influence the routines of daily life, such as 

earthquakes or airline disasters (Patterson, 2000).Hard news is the news 

containing information that should be known by people in a society (Bennett, 

2007). Bennett (2004) adds that hard news emphasizes information that grasps 

the interest of citizens, causing them to pay attention to the political events 

that affect their lives; consequently, these events are often directly related to 

public policies and social issues. 

On the other hand, soft news is news that has less or no relation to 

social or personal importance; thus, it can be reported at any time (Limor and 

Mann, 1997 quoted in Lehman-Wilzig and Seletzky, 2010). Soft news is 

“typically more sensational, more personality-centered, less time-bound, more 

practical, and more incident-based than other news” (Patterson, 2000: 4). 

Moreover, many studies reveal that soft news is usually composed of language 

less associated with institutions such as government or business; however, it 

applies more informal language and implies the host more often. Soft news 

has been defined as a remaining category for all news that is not hard in terms 

of particular vocabulary in presenting the news, a set of story characteristics 

which is irrelevant to a public policy component, sensationalized presentation, 

or human-interest themes as well as an emphasis on dramatic subject matter, 

such as crime and disaster (Baum, 2002).  

 

2.4  Genre Analysis in Areas of News and Editorial 

 

 Regarding genre analysis approaches, Coe (2002) emphasizes that the 

New Rhetoric group is based on the investigation in ethnographic contexts in 

order to determine the motivated, functional relationship between text type 

and rhetorical situation. Paltridge (1994) suggests the genre analyst to move 

away from the physical aspects of language and to focus on how text reflects 

reality that is conditioned by external considerations. Halliday (1994) studies 

genre based on his approach, Systemic Functional Linguistics, which 

emphasizes social purposes of genres and describes the schematic (rhetorical) 
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structures developed to serve these purposes. Swales (1990) proposes the 

approach of genre analysis in the field of English for Special Purposes by 

considering genre as a class of structured communicative events employed by 

specific communities whose communicative purposes are shared by their 

members. 

  Hyland (2002) examines these approaches in an attempt to involve 

schematic structures, register, style, lexis and other rhetorical features in 

studying genre. According to all of these studies, genre is primarily defined in 

terms of the function and /or purpose of the text type. Consequently, the 

investigation of text genre also needs to pay attention to the socio-political 

contexts where the text is produced and received. However, it is hard to 

automatically assume that, for example, the genre of editorials in Newspaper 

A will be the same as the genre of editorials in Newspaper B, wherever A and 

B are published, or even that the genre of editorials in Newspaper A is unique 

whatever the issue to which they pertain (Le, 2009). Empirical studies on 

Finnish editorials confirm these points (Tirkkonen-Condit, 1996 quoted in Le, 

2009: 259): 

 

Argumentation styles in the Finnish editorials seemed to vary 

according to a more specifically defined ‘culture’: the 

explicitness in argumentation depended on whether the paper 

presented an opposition party or a party in office, and whether  

it had a status as a major national paper or as a regional paper, 

as a quality paper or as a tabloid paper. 

 

  Le (2009) mentions that the studies on editorials have mainly focused 

on exploration of their content to uncover their ideological positions on 

specific topics and only a few studies have emphasized on their structure until 

now; however, there is no the study of editorials in an ethnographic context. 

Furthermore, Le (2009) stated that the main studies on editorials’ structure can 

be categorized in three groups. 
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  According to the first group, Bolı́var (1994) investigates how British 

editorials claimed as an example of text interactions between the writer and 

the reader, are formed into three turns The three turns are the lead introducing 

the aboutness and a posture, the follow responding, and the valuate closing the 

cycle with an evaluation. The more definite attitudes are presented by both the 

lead and the valuate, but the follow acts as a mediator, a sort of ‘cushion’ or 

transition that is proposed in the final evaluation (Bolı́var, 1994 quoted in Le, 

2009). Regarding this study, Bolivar explains how the structure of the 

editorials is analyzed corresponding to her unit of analysis, the ‘‘triad,” in 

comparison to the ‘‘exchange’’ unit applied in the oral discourse analysis 

(Sinclair and Coulthard, 1975 quoted in Le, 2009). The ‘‘exchange’’ consists 

of the ‘‘initiation’’, the ‘‘response’’ and the ‘‘follow-up’’; however, the 

‘‘triad’’ includes the three turns which are the ‘‘lead’’, the ‘‘follow’’ and the 

‘‘valuate’’. These turns are various by changes in terms of modality, tense or 

mood. Each triad is combined with each other to form a higher-level of triad; 

therefore, the text hierarchical structure is developed. In Bolivar’s concluding 

section, she emphasizes that the three turns structure cannot be used as a 

universal structure; however, she points out that her model of analysis is 

compatible for English editorials and might not be suitable for editorials in 

other languages or cultures. After that Riazi and Asar (2000) applies Bolivar’s 

model to their analysis of 60 Persian editorials randomly collected from six 

newspapers, and they discover that these editorials are structured based on 

triads. 

  The second group is the studies that emphasize rhetorical structures. 

Hawes and Thomas (1996) applies Halliday’s approach (1985) to examine 60 

editorials collected from two British newspapers in October 1991 and see 

whether progression in organizing text is constant or demagogic. Referring to 

the demagogic progression, it is more often used for an intellectual audience. 

Tirkkonnen-Condit (1996) comparatively investigates the argumentation styles 

in sixty American, sixty British, and one hundred eighty Finnish editorials, 

and discovers that Anglo-American writers always precisely claim the main 

point of their argumentation in a part of summary, while Finnish writers do not 
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embody a summary section if they are discussing sensitive issues in order to 

allay hidden disagreements. These two studies are interesting in terms of the 

editorials’ rhetorical structure and persuasive strategies, but they emphasize 

more on argumentation styles than genre of editorials. 

 In the final group of the studies, Ansari and Babaii (2005) applies 

Halliday and Hasan’s approach, Generic Structure Potential (1989) in studying 

30 Washington Times’ editorials which are published from February to April 

2003. Generic Structure Potential (GSP) attaches in the identification of 

obligatory and optional rhetorical units. Ansari and Babaii (2005) state that it 

is a hard job to make a chunk of the texts into smaller meaningful rhetorical 

units; therefore, linguistic cues marking internal coherence and typographical 

cues are used in order to do that. However, using these cues is not a systematic 

methodology. Ansari and Babaii (2005) mention in the conclusion that the 

GSP is a condensed statement proposing that a general English newspaper 

editorial usually presents a headline and discusses an issue which may or may 

not need to provide its background information. Then, an argumentation 

begins against the discussed issue including or excluding an initiation 

statement. The arguments are made and finally the discussed issue is 

positioned. The process of stating a discussed issue is possible to recur. An 

argumentation process starts with raising a series of arguments and closes with 

articulating of a position. This process may recur until it reaches the 

conclusion. 

 Ansari and Babaii (2005) basically disclose that editorials refer to 

argumentative texts (i.e. a series of arguments followed by a conclusion, i.e. a 

position on the issue). However, they do not indicate any specificity in this 

type of text due to their confined methodology. 

 In a review by Le (2009), there are few studies on editorials’ overall 

structure, and the studies have been rather limited by the confined 

methodology to other corpora and in their combination of structural and 

functional analyses. Le (2009: 1729) comments about studies on editorials’ 

structure by saying that 
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“they also have been limited by their corpus because of its 

(most  often) small size, its selection in terms of content, the 

short time   span of publication, and the language of their 

publication (mostly  English). Thus, the genre of editorials 

still largely remains to be   investigated.” 

  

Later, Le (2009) investigates editorials’ genre, media identities and 

media roles as a methodological framework for the investigation of editorials’ 

genre(s) based on the notion that genre is primarily defined in terms of the 

purpose of the text type. She uses Askehave and Swales’ text-driven procedure 

for genre analysis (2001) and mixes different types of analysis which are 

complex speech acts representing the general line of argumentation, 

delimitation of the public spheres through the definition of the directives’ 

addressees, positive and negative attitude values, and types of professional 

roles in which editorialists present themselves. According to the text-driven 

approach, Askehave and Swales develop 5 steps of the study as follows: (1) 

structure + style + content + ‘purpose’; (2) ‘genre’; (3) context; (4) 

repurposing the genre; and (5) reviewing genre status. The corpus for this 

study is 150 Le Monde editorials separated into three thematic groups and one 

random group that were published in the same French elite daily newspaper, 

Le Monde, from August 1999 to July 2001. This corpus is used to explore how 

the general structure of the editorials serves their stated purpose and more. The 

combination of approach for conducting genre analysis of Le Monde editorials 

noted by Le (2009: 1743) that Le Monde editorials are: 

 

“short argumentative texts that are developed by a media 

presenting itself as a national, European and international social 

actor… The more salient the issue dealt with in the editorial, 

the more negative the evaluation appears; and the further away 

from  France the issue, the less directive but more negative Le 

Monde tends to be.” 

  



34 

 

  Regarding to Le (2009), in sum, it is discovered that the concept of Le 

Monde plays a role in the national, European, and international public spheres. 

It reveals clearly that “Le Monde as a media is not only a place where some 

public sphere’s interactions can take place, but also that it is a full participant 

in various public spheres with its own values and positions” (Le, 2009: 1727). 

  However, Halliday (1986) studies the process of condensing ideas 

assumed by the writer to be shared knowledge into the form of 

nominalizations that is a characteristic of advanced academic writing. For 

genres in which the writer applies persuasive argument to propose his believed 

views and opinions, this linguistic phenomenon is common and appropriate. 

Halliday (1986) studies this phenomenon in a specific condition concerning 

events around him or political, economic, and socio-cultural issues or others 

with a purpose to justify his notion. Bhatia (1993) claims that this 

phenomenon is also discovered in certain types of persuasive academic 

writing. Furthermore, this phenomenon commonly appears in terms of 

discourse strategies and discourse regularities in many academic essays, such 

as lead articles and editorials (Bhatia, 1993). Consistent with Halliday’s point 

of view, Bhatia (1993) says that it regularly seems to have the following four 

part cognitive structure in academic essays. 

  1) Presenting the Case 

This part relates to actual events presenting the world of everyday 

events. It may be described as framing issues, clarifying choices or defining 

areas of concern. 

  2) Offering the Argument 

It is likely to be a part of the editor’s discussion about the possible 

alternative worlds, i.e., what was not or what might have been. 

  3) Reaching the Verdict 

It is a part concerning the world of desired event, i.e., what should 

be or what should have been. It is also defined as the writer’s conclusion. 

  4) Recommending Action 

This part presents the writer’s suggestion how the desired world of 

events can be realized. 
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This chapter reviews the notion of genre analysis. It consists of four 

sections. The first one presents the various concepts of genre analysis and 

move analysis. In the second one, the previous researches related to the 

application of genre analysis in settings of academic, business, and law are 

reviewed. The third part discusses newspaper’s history in the United States of 

America, history and definition of broadsheet & tabloid newspaper, editorial 

history and editorial definition, and characteristic of news types. The final 

section is the review of genre analysis in areas of news and editorial. 

  According to the genre analysis researches reviewed, the previous 

researches in this literature review are valuable guidelines for the further study 

in genre analysis. However, it appears that there is no genre analysis in 

English editorials regarding hard news in comparing move structures of two 

types of newspaper, broadsheet and tabloid. Thus, this aspect of genre analysis 

in editorials will be conducted in this study. The next chapter describes the 

methodology facilitated in this study and the procedure used to analyze the 

data. 

 



 

CHAPTER 3 

 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

 

3.1  Introduction 

 

  The objectives of this study are to explore the similarities and differences of 

genre in English editorials regarding hard news of broadsheet and tabloid newspapers 

and to investigate the common move structures of those editorials. This study is an 

attempt to discover the move structures of English editorials regarding hard news in 

broadsheet and tabloid newspapers as well as the similarities and differences of genre 

in those editorials of broadsheet and tabloid newspapers. Structural interpretation of 

the rhetorical moves of English editorials regarding hard news from The Washington 

Post and New York Post is based on Swales (1990) and Analysing genre: Language 

Use in Professional settings by Bhatia (1993). An analysis of structural organization 

of genre applies to ways of communicating intention in specific areas of editorial 

writing. The following deals with research questions, research design, data collection, 

and the method of data analysis. 

 

3.2  Research Questions 

 

  This research is conducted to answer the three research questions. These 

research questions are: 

  1) What is the common move structure of English editorials regarding hard 

news in broadsheet and tabloid newspapers? 

  2) What are the similar and different attributes in the move structures of genre 

in those English editorials? 

  3) What is the communicating intention of genre discovered in those English 

editorials of broadsheet and tabloid newspapers? 
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3.3  Research Design 

 

  This study is a qualitative study of texts in a context of newspaper’s English 

editorials regarding hard news with descriptive and interpretive analysis. English 

editorials regarding hard news will be gathered in order to analyze their move 

structures as well as demonstrate the communicating intention of the editors in writing 

the editorials. The aim is to discover common move structures of those English 

editorials written in two different types of newspaper, i.e. broadsheet and tabloid. 

Moreover, the research also attempts to find the similar and different attributes of 

those move structures. Genre analysis, especially on the move structures of the text by 

Swales (1990) and Bhatia (1993), is applied as the theoretical framework for this 

study. 

   

3.4  Data Collection 

 

  The corpus of this study was collected as a purposive sampling. This study 

aimed to investigate only the data that concerned hard news and not editorial cartoons. 

Thus, the data of this investigation consists of 60 English editorials regarding hard 

news. The sample for this study is English editorials published from January 2013 to 

March 2013 that were retrieved by searching The Washington Post and New York 

Post websites. These editorials were selected randomly, downloaded, printed out, and 

separated into two groups. The first group was 30 English editorials published in The 

Washington Post, which is a broadsheet newspaper. The second group was 30 English 

editorials published in New York Post, which is a tabloid newspaper.  

  

3.5  Data Analysis 

 

 There were two steps to analyze the data. The first step was identifying 

rhetorical moves and summarizing moves and steps in order to reveal structural 

organization of genre and to answer research question 1: What is the common move 

structure of English editorials regarding hard news in broadsheet and tabloid 
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newspapers? Then, the second step was the comparison of the move structures of 

those English editorials. In this step, both similarities and differences of moves and 

steps in two groups of the corpus were summarized to compare the move structures of 

English editorials in broadsheet and tabloid newspapers. The relevant ideas 

concerning the functions of the information in each move and between moves were 

interpreted to answer research question 2: What are the similar and different attributes 

in the move structures of genre in those English editorials? After the analysis, the 

communicating intentions of genre discovered in this study are discussed to answer 

research question 3 and determine the communicative purposes of English editorials 

regarding hard news.  As Bhatia (1993) pointed out, genre analysis is the study of 

consistency of communicative purposes and he identified the structure of typical 

academic essays, such as lead articles and editorials into four moves as follows: 

  1) Presenting the Case 

  2) Offering the Argument 

  3) Reaching the Verdict 

  4) Recommending Action 

This move structure of academic essays by Bhatia (1993) is also used as a model in 

naming common moves of this study. Furthermore, the data was analyzed to reveal 

whether the move structures found in this study will or will not be compatible with 

Bhatia’s (1993) structure of academic essays. 

 

3.6  Analytical Frameworks 

 

  In this section, the frameworks and notions used in this study are provided. In 

the first part, characteristics of hard news by Patterson (2000) and Bennett (2007) 

used in selecting English editorials regarding hard news are introduced. Then, the 

frameworks of genre analysis, move analysis proposed by Swales (1990) and Bhatia 

(1993), discourse community and schema by Swales (1990) are explained as well as 

how they are employed in the study. 
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3.6.1  Characteristic of Hard News  

In this study, identifying hard news editorials was based on the characteristics 

of hard news defined by Patterson (2000) and Bennett (2007). Patterson (2000) 

defines hard news as the news comprising some public policy content or other 

information that is beneficial for the public. He states that hard news refers to the 

reporting of breaking events concerning top leaders, major issues, or significant 

disruptions which influence the routines of daily life, such as earthquakes or airline 

disasters. Moreover, the information or event reported in a hard news story is 

seemingly essential for people to understand and respond to in the world of public 

affairs. Similarly, Bennett (2007) suggests hard news should contain the information 

that people in society should know. This standard is used to inform many government 

activities, such as the positions of candidates in election campaigns, international 

developments that may affect the public, policies that may change public lives, 

emerging social problems, environmental hazards, and historic events, among other 

things. In addition, Bennett (2007) explains that some crime stories may be difficult to 

distinguish as being hard or soft news; therefore, the way to clarify this uncertainty is 

to look for the information that is useful for protecting personal safety, such as causes 

and possible solutions, to define the news as a type of hard news. 

  The definitions and characteristics of news types play an important role in 

setting a standard for selecting data in this study. A good standard results in credible 

and correct data in analyzing the editorial genre. Therefore, the analyst chooses the 

definitions by Patterson (2000) and Bennett (2007) as a standard for selecting English 

editorials regarding hard news in order to result in valid data. 

 

  3.6.2  Genre Analysis 

  According to Bhatia (1993), a newspaper can be used as a source for linguistic 

study in terms of English for General Purposes (EGP), English for Academic 

Purposes (EAP), and English for Specific Purposes (ESP). However, this genre 

analysis will emphasize on the structural organization of written communication in a 

professional setting and English for Specific Purposes (ESP). The frameworks of 

move analysis proposed by Swales (1990) and Bhatia (1993) are employed in order to 

define the definition of move and find out the common move structures of English 
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editorials regarding hard news of broadsheet and tabloid newspapers. In identifying 

moves or steps, definitions of move and step are very useful. In this regard, this study 

employs the definition proposed by Swales (1990) that a move is a semantic unit 

connected to the writer’s purposes and regarded to the function it performs in relation 

to the overall function of the article whereas a step is identified in terms of a small 

unit of move. Also, the study uses the common move structure of typical academic 

essays, such as lead articles and editorials as a model by Bhatia (1993) to name and 

identify rhetorical moves. There are four moves discovered by Bhatia (1993) which 

are 1) presenting the case, 2) offering the argument, 3) reaching the verdict, and 4) 

recommending action. 

  After identifying and naming moves, the rhetorical move structures of English 

editorials regarding hard news from two different types of newspaper are interpreted 

into common move structures of those editorials. Finally, communicating intentions 

of the genre discovered in those editorials are interpreted and constructed under a 

discourse community of editors because the genre is used and possessed by a 

discourse community (Swales, 1990). Apart from the identification of the move 

structure and interpretation of communicating intentions, the concept of content and 

formal schema is applied to analyze the genre English editorials regarding hard news. 

That is, in analyzing a genre, there are some difficulties caused by the use of language 

in professional settings and an ESP approach. Each analyst may identify the function 

of a particular move by using their own knowledge. And, these differences may 

happen in identifying moves due to different analysts’ background knowledge or 

experience. Therefore, the notion of discourse community and schema which are 

applied in this genre analysis may overcome the difficulties that may happen in move 

identification and interpretation of genre’s communicating intentions. 

 

3.7  Conclusion 

 

  In this chapter, data collection and analytical framework are described to 

explain the fundamentals and background of the analysis. The analytical framework 

emphasizes genre analysis relating to language use in professional settings and 
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English for Specific Purpose (ESP) approach for a discourse community of editors. 

The next chapter will provide the findings and discussions of the study. 



 

CHAPTER 4 

 

FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

 

4.1  Introduction 

 

  In this chapter, the analytical frameworks of genre analysis by Swales (1990) 

and Bhatia (1993) are employed to investigate moves structure of English editorials 

regarding hard news in broadsheet and tabloid newspapers. This genre analysis aims 

to study a language use in terms of a professional setting and English for Specific 

Purposes (ESP) in the discourse community of editors from The Washington Post and 

New York Post. The examining of genre will be defined according to a recognizable 

communicative event characterized by a set of communicative purposes proposed by 

Swales (1990) and consistency of communicative purposes introduced by Bhatia 

(1993) as describing in chapter 2 and chapter 3.This chapter present the data analysis 

and research findings particularly oriented to the research question of the study.  

 

4.2  Moves Structure of English Editorials Regarding Hard News in  

       Broadsheet Newspaper 

 

  In investigating moves and common moves structures of English editorials 

regarding hard news in broadsheet and tabloid broadsheet newspapers, the 

frameworks of move analysis introduced by Swales (1990) and Bhatia (1993) are used 

in the study. The tables below show move analysis of 30 English editorials regarding 

hard news of broadsheet newspaper, The Washington Post (henceforth WP).  
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Table 4.1  WP 1 

 

Broadsheet’s editorial 1 Move Analysis 

A bright future for Hispanics 

By Editorial Board, Published: February 10 

A LITTLE MORE than one-third of the adult children of 

immigrants in this country are Hispanics, and it turns out that like 

previous generations of immigrants, they are generally doing well. 

That’s good news, and further evidence that the descendants of 

millions of undocumented immigrants, currently in the cross hairs 

of the national debate over immigration reform, will assimilate and 

become productive citizens. 

A new study by the Pew Research Center, examining 

census data for millions of second-generation immigrants, throws 

cold water on suggestions that Hispanics are somehow different 

from past immigrant communities — a permanent underclass in 

the making, wedded to government handouts. 

To the contrary: A staggering 78 percent of second-

generation Hispanic adults say that they believe hard work pays 

off in success. That’s a higher percentage than the 72 percent of 

their Asian American counterparts who profess such faith in hard 

work or indeed the 58 percent of all American adults. 

To be sure, second-generation Hispanic immigrants have a 

way to go to catch up to their non-Hispanic white and Asian 

American counterparts. Both those groups have higher median 

household incomes and lower poverty rates than adult Americans 

as a whole. 

 

 

   Presenting Case 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Offering     

   Argument 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/the-posts-view/2011/12/07/gIQAoEIscO_page.html
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Table 4.1  (Continued) 

 

Broadsheet’s editorial 1 Move Analysis 

But the gap is not as large as some might assume. The 

median household income for second-generation Hispanic 

immigrants ($48,400), is only slightly lower than the overall 

national figure (about $50,000). And the poverty rate for that 

group of Hispanics (16 percent) is virtually the same as the 

nation’s (15 percent). 

One area where second-generation Hispanics badly lag 

comparable immigrant groups is in educational attainment. Just 

one-fifth of them have completed college, compared to two-fifths 

of white second-generation immigrants and more than half of 

Asian Americans. But the percentage of second-generation 

Hispanics with college degrees is double that of foreign-born 

Hispanic immigrants — a sharply favorable trend that suggests 

steadily rising future prosperity. 

That progress is mirrored in other areas of the Pew report, 

which shows that compared to first-generation Hispanics, second-

generation Hispanics are much more likely to speak English; have 

friends and spouses from outside their own ethnic group; and 

consider themselves as “typical Americans.” That, along with 

improving economic circumstances, suggests a promising path 

toward assimilation for the country’s largest and fastest-growing 

minority.  

None of that should be particularly surprising — except 

perhaps to ardent fans of conservative talk radio and other media 

that like to portray Hispanic immigrants as imminent perils to 

American’s demographic integrity and public health. 

   Offering     

   Argument 

 

         

         

 

   Elucidating Case 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

   Reaching the    

   Verdict                        

 

 

         

 

         

 

     

 

 

 

http://www.time.com/time/nation/article/0,8599,1195250,00.html
http://www.nbcnews.com/id/30467300/#.URV3Ax3Afms
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Table 4.1  (Continued) 

 

Broadsheet’s editorial 1 Move Analysis 

About 44 million immigrants have arrived in America 

since the mid-1960s, and about half of them are Hispanic. The 

Pew study is further proof that their children — children like Sen. 

Marco Rubio, the Florida Republican who is nudging his party 

toward immigration reform — will make a critical contribution to 

the nation’s future. 

  Reaching the    

   Verdict        

 

         

 

Table 4.2  WP 2 

 

Broadsheet’s editorial 2 Move Analysis 

A breakthrough on fracking 

By Editorial Board, Published: March 24 

LAST WEEK BROUGHT a heartening breakthrough in 

the war over fracking: A handful of major green groups and big 

drillers agreed on environmental standards. 

We’d forgive you for raising a skeptical eyebrow. Some in 

the industry have been claiming that fracking — which involves 

pumping fluid underground to extract natural gas from rock 

formations — needs no more rules. Some environmentalists, 

meanwhile, have been ringing the alarm so loudly that the practice 

seems too dangerous even to contemplate. 

But the right path was never to let drillers continue without 

more oversight, nor was it to ban fracking. America’s natural gas 

boom is far too important an opportunity — economic and 

environmental — to ignore. But sound regulations are needed to  

         

 

   Presenting Case 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Offering   

   Argument   
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Table 4.2  (Continued) 

 

Broadsheet’s editorial 2 Move Analysis 

 ensure that it is not an ecological disaster. These new rules are a 

large step toward striking the right balance, and everyone involved 

deserves credit. 

The Environmental Defense Fund, the Clean Air Task 

Force and some other green advocates joined with Chevron, Shell 

and other energy companies to create the Center for Sustainable 

Shale Development, an independent standard-setter that will 

certify when companies comply with its rules. The rule-writing 

process is ongoing, but the center’s initial offering is impressive, 

outpacing the government’s regulatory efforts and addressing 

many of the major environmental concerns. 

The standards demand that drillers recycle as much fluid as 

possible and not discharge what’s left into waterways. Drillers 

would have to buttress their wells with casing and cement. They 

would have to disclose all the chemicals in the drilling fluid they 

use. The engines that operate rigs and transport material would 

have to meet high emissions standards. One critical rule would 

oblige firms to study the local environment before drilling and 

then strictly monitor it, including ground and surface water, after. 

This would discourage risk-taking and provide valuable data to 

help move the debate from emotion to evidence. 

   Offering    

   Argument         

 

   Elucidating Case 
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Table 4.2  (Continued) 

 

Broadsheet’s editorial 2 Move Analysis 

Perhaps most important are the center’s rules to prevent 

methane from escaping into the air during frack jobs. A big 

attraction of natural gas — which is mostly methane — is that it 

burns much cleaner than coal, producing about half the globe-

warming carbon dioxide. But unburned methane is a much more 

potent greenhouse gas than carbon dioxide, so if some of it 

escapes from wells during extraction, that dulls the fuel’s 

environmental benefits. The new rules would have companies 

collect and sell all the methane that comes out of wells. They 

would also have to check the seals on their equipment regularly. 

More rules are on the way. The center can’t require 

companies to comply with them. It can only audit those that 

voluntarily sign up. But there is plenty of value in that. The 

industry can hardly now claim that the rules are too onerous. Any 

small-town mayor or rural landowner thinking of allowing 

fracking can insist that companies be certified. State and federal 

policymakers, meanwhile, can look to the center’s standards as a 

guide as they write their own rules. That includes politicians in 

New York and Maryland who are still on the fence about whether 

and how fracking can be regulated effectively. 

The center provides a model for environmental groups, too. 

They advance their cause much further when they accept that the 

country is fracking and push for sound regulation, instead of 

unrealistically insisting that all that natural gas stay in the ground. 

 

   Reaching the  

   Verdict         
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Table 4.3  WP 3 

 

Broadsheet’s editorial 3 Move Analysis 

Mission accomplished in Mali? 

By Editorial Board, Published: February 2 

SOME OF the most heartening stories of the week came 

from, of all places, northern Mali, where the nearly bloodless 

recapture of the ancient city of Timbuktu by French and Malian 

government troops produced a flag waving outpouring of joy and 

relief. For nearly 10 months, residents had endured a reign of 

terror: Militants linked to al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb 

(AQIM) whipped unveiled women, amputated hands and feet, and 

stoned to death suspected adulterers. Stopping such horrors, which 

caused 400,000 people to flee the Texas-size region, was one 

indisputable benefit of France’s military intervention; under the 

plan for Mali supported until last month by the United States and 

United Nations, no help would have come for the people of 

Timbuktu or other towns until the end of this year, at the earliest. 

The problem now is sustaining that success. The terrorists 

are dispersed but far from defeated; probably they will have to be 

tracked down in the desert. Mali’s army, routed just months ago 

by the rebels, is nowhere near ableto secure the country on its 

own, and an African intervention force being assembled will be 

hard-pressed to do so even after planned training by a European 

Union mission. 

That’s why it was alarming to see the statement by French 

Defense Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian immediately after the 

capture of Timbuktu: “The mission,” he declared, “has been 

fulfilled.” Sound familiar? 
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Both the French and their reluctant allies in the Obama 

administration have the wars of Iraq and Afghanistan very much in 

mind: The French don’t want their troops to be drawn into a 

prolonged operation, and the White House would have been 

happier if they had not gone at all. But Paris may be on the verge 

of repeating the mistake of George W. Bush: declaring “mission 

accomplished” before security has been restored or a viable 

postwar regime established. 

Already there are worrying reports from Timbuktu and 

other liberated towns of revenge attacks against Arabs or ethnic 

Tuaregs accused of supporting the rebels. Human Rights Watch 

reported Friday that Malian troops had carried out the summary 

execution of at least 13 suspected Islamists. Mali’s government is 

still in the hands of military officers following a coup last year, 

and it will be months, at best, before a civilian government can 

take office through democratic elections. Peace will require a 

political settlement between the central government and Arab and 

Tuareg groups in the north, something that would require long and 

difficult negotiations. 

There are, of course, risks to extending the French military 

mission, which at week’s end had suffered no fatalities and was 

popular at home. But the bigger danger is that Western troops will 

be pulled from the country too quickly.  

The French should remain at least until the African force is fully 

trained, and it should continue to pursue AQIM — with aerial and 

intelligence help from the United States.  
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A central nuclear waste repository is years away 

By Editorial Board, Published: February 4 

IT HAS BEEN 15 years since the federal government was 

legally obliged — but failed — to begin accepting waste from the 

country’s nuclear power plants. It has been four years since 

President Obama zeroed out funds for a permanent geologic 

repository at Yucca Mountain, Nev., eliminating hope that the 

government would live up to its obligation anytime soon. And, 

according to the Obama administration’s new strategy for dealing 

with nuclear waste, it will be another 35 years until the 

government opens a permanent repository at a different site, 

location as yet unknown. Even if the government meets its new 

timetable, that adds up to 50 years of delay, a not-in-my back-yard 

nightmare that the country is only partway through. 

More than 68,000 metric tons of nuclear waste have 

accumulated next to U.S. reactors, which weren’t designed for 

long-term storage, and that figure is increasing by about 2,000 

metric tons every year. Even decommissioned nuclear facilities 

require gates and guards to protect the waste, a ridiculous misuse 

of land and money. Meanwhile, consumers financing a federal 

waste disposal fund through their electricity bills wonder what 

they’ve been paying for, and the federal government’s financial 

liability for failing to collect the waste, already in the billions, 

continues to mount. The situation is safe enough, but it could be 

safer, and it’s inexcusably expensive.  

Since the president helped to kill the Yucca project, his 
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administration has borne a particular responsibility to devise a 

workable way to clean up this mess. 

Last month the Energy Department finally released its 

proposal. It is a reasonable plan for post-Yucca policymaking that 

nevertheless relies on a big assumption — that someplace in the 

country will volunteer to host some waste. 

The administration wants to build at least two centralized, 

interim storage facilities where waste could sit before its eventual 

transfer to a permanent repository. The first, to open by 2021, 

would be a pilot storage facility designed to take waste from 

decommissioned nuclear sites. The second would open by 2025; in 

combination, these facilities would draw down the amount of 

waste stored at current and decommissioned reactor sites. When 

the anticipated permanent repository comes online — supposedly 

by 2048 — the waste would move there. 

Every step, the administration insists, must be “consent-

based,” with localities accepting waste facilities in return for their 

economic benefits and perhaps some additional compensation. 

Congress tried forcing Nevada to take the country’s waste, the 

thinking goes; this time, the government should try recruitment 

rather than compulsion. We are skeptical that many localities 

would volunteer to host waste facilities, particularly the permanent 

repository, no matter the economic benefits. But perhaps the 

administration’s staged approach might be a way to convince 

communities, with each step building confidence that this material 

can be stored safely. 
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A permanent financial fix 

By Editorial Board, Published: February 17 

WE DETECTED a whiff of complacency when President 

Obama declared, in the State of the Union address on Tuesday, 

that $2.5 trillion in 10-year budget savings achieved so far put the 

nation “more than halfway towards the goal of $4 trillion that 

economists say we need to stabilize our finances.” The president 

added: “We need to finish the job.” 

Deficit reduction is still more urgent than these words 

imply, recent favorable trends notwithstanding. The U.S. might be 

able to get to the $4 trillion mark with relatively modest additional 

measures — but “the job” of truly stabilizing America’s long-term 

finances would still be anything but finished. 

The president’s view tracks with analyses by the Center on 

Budget and Policy Priorities (CBPP), the distinguished left-of-

center Washington think tank. The CBPP, relying on economic 

and technical assumptions from the nonpartisan Congressional 

Budget Office (CBO), has argued that $1.5 trillion in additional 

deficit reduction over the next decade would help get the federal 

debt to 73 percent of gross domestic product (GDP) by 2018 and 

keep it there through 2023. 

Yet a debt-to-GDP ratio of 73 percent would be extremely 

high by historical standards, leaving little “fiscal space” below the 

90 percent ratio economists often cite as a drag to growth. What’s 

more, even if the government were to achieve the “stable” debt 

level Mr. Obama envisions, demographic changes will push 
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healthcare spending higher soon thereafter, and, with it, the debt. 

Even the CBPP does not claim that we can save another $1.5 

trillion and call it quits. The latest version of its analysis, 

published last week, acknowledges that the 73-percent-of-GDP 

scenario represents “the minimum appropriate budget policy.” 

Now, not later, is the time to put the debt on a downward 

trajectory. The sudden, blunt-force spending shrinkage embodied 

in the “sequester” scheduled to take effect on March 1 might do 

more harm than good. What’s needed instead is a serious, 

sustained effort to reform the entitlements that increasingly 

dominate the federal budget: especially Medicare and Social 

Security, including the latter’s fast-growing disability program. 

A comprehensive structural overhaul, whether by way of 

the GOP plan for “premium support” in Medicare or other means, 

is, to be sure, a bridge too far politically at this point. Also, 

Medicare’s growth has already slowed on account of broader but 

unexpected and poorly understood changes in health-care 

economics. But that windfall represents a respite, not a solution. 

As we have noted previously, policy wonks of both parties have 

developed proposals to save more than $450 billion from 

Medicare over 10 years. One such idea, higher premiums for well-

off Medicare recipients, was included in Mr. Obama’s speech. But 

there are many more, including overhauling Medicare’s 

hodgepodge of cost-sharing requirements, which promote 

inefficient “Medigap” coverage. (Savings, according to CBO: 

$92.5 billion over 10 years.) 
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In that regard Mr. Obama’s mention of “modest” reforms 

was ambiguous. An attempt to prepare the public for big changes 

by casting them as relatively bearable — as they, indeed, are? Or a 

new excuse for can-kicking? We hope that he meant the former. 

If the president is afraid to go too far, he might end up not 

going far enough. 
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A respite in the euro zone 

By Editorial Board, Published: February 3 

GUESS WHERE the world’s hot money is flowing these 

days? The correct answer, believe it or not, is Portugal, Ireland, 

Italy, Greece and Spain — the notoriously indebted “PIIGS” — 

which received a net $127 billion in new loans and investments 

during the last quarter of 2012. 

Government borrowing costs are coming down, and some major 

banks are beginning to repay crisis loans from the European 

Central Bank (ECB). 

Europe is not headed for economic calamity or, worse, a 

political crack-up, anytime soon. The credit for this salutary turn 

of events, which hugely benefits the United States and the world 

economy — and which many experts considered unlikely or 

impossible as recently as a few months ago — belongs to Mario 

Draghi, the ECB president. 
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He announced a plan to backstop government debt in September, 

essentially by offering to buy unlimited quantities of distressed 

countries’ bonds — in return for their commitment to structural 

reforms. Also crucial was the support of German Chancellor 

Angela Merkel, who quietly acquiesced in Mr. Draghi’s proposal 

despite its deviation from German economic orthodoxy. 

Those investors getting back into the market are doing so 

on the assumption that the ECB, backed ultimately by financially 

solid Germany, will pay them back if all else fails. 

Indeed, the ECB has not actually had to buy any bonds; its 

promise was confidence-builder enough. 

But no one should confuse this respite in Europe’s crisis 

with a solution to it. Unemployment in the euro zone — the 17-

nation group that uses the common European currency — 

averaged 11.7 percent in December, and youth unemployment was 

double that. The International Monetary Fund expects the euro-

zone economy to contract slightly overall this year, with the PIIGS 

experiencing the worst negative growth. Plans for a unified bank 

supervision and resolution authority are moving ahead but still far 

from finished. And the continent lacks another hallmark of a 

working currency union, namely a single system of bank deposit 

insurance.  

The euro zone’s main piece of unfinished business is a 

broader economic restructuring that will reduce the imbalance 

between its super-competitive members, such as Germany, and the 

laggards, such as the PIIGS. That’s going to take not just the 
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admittedly necessary reforms in the debtor countries that Germany 

has demanded in return for its money but also reform on 

Germany’s side of the equation. 

Mr. Draghi has bought Europe time; politicians could still 

waste it. “Governments ought to be given credit for what they 

did,” he said last week at the World Economic Forum in Davos, 

Switzerland, but they “must persevere . . . especially on the front 

of structural reforms.” Mr. Draghi’s performance suggests his 

advice should be heeded. 
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Americans’ mental health 

By Editorial Board, Published: February 17 

WITH THE Sandy Hook shootings still in the public mind, 

it seems as though every legislator, from the NRA-friendly to the 

anti-gun, is paying attention to mental health care in America. But 

lawmakers must also keep an eye on the bigger transformation of 

the country’s mental health system that is already in the works. 
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According to a 2011 study from the Kaiser Commission on 

Medicaid and the Uninsured, 60 percent of Americans and 70 

percent of U.S. children suffering from mental illness aren’t 

getting treatment. One reason, no doubt, is stigma associated with 

seeking help for mental rather than physical problems. Another is 

that out-of-pocket costs and a shortage of mental health 

professionals limit access. 

So, a group of lawmakers led by Sens. Debbie Stabenow 

(D-Mich.) and Roy Blunt (R-Mo.) are proposing to improve 

community mental health facilities. Under the plan, Medicaid 

would compensate these facilities more like it does rural health 

clinics or similar places that provide care for physical ailments. In 

return, mental health centers, often nonprofit organizations that 

accept a fair amount of Medicaid money, would have to provide 

services such as 24-hour crisis psychological treatment and 

substance abuse programs. Backers say that the proposal would 

cost about $1.4 billion over 10 years and help about 1.5 million 

patients. It’s a fine plan. 

The Democrats’ 2010 health-care law, however, already 

prescribes a much bigger change in how mental health services are 

financed. The Affordable Care Act’s expansion of Medicaid and 

private insurance will ultimately extend mental health coverage to 

some 4.3 million Americans, according to a study in the American 

Journal of Psychiatry— including, no doubt, many of those who 

would use improved community mental health centers. That’s 

where the big money comes in. 
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A new Bloomberg Government study reckons that the 

coverage extension could shift as much as $29 billion in costs to 

Medicaid and insurers in 2014, if every state chose to expand its 

Medicaid programs. But that also assumes that the rate at which 

people use mental health services doesn’t rise, which it probably 

will. If 70 percent of those in need seek mental health care — a 

30-point increase that Matt Barry, one of the study’s authors, calls 

“aggressive” but reasonable — Medicaid spending could increase 

by $261.9 billion between 2014 and 2021. 

The federal government, then, is about to make a 

significant new commitment to mental health care. Mr. Barry says 

there isn’t much evidence this sort of spending will lead to fewer 

gun deaths. But, after another shooting, believed to involve a 

mentally ill suspect who attended the University of Maryland, the 

possibility can’t be ignored. Of course, reducing gun violence is 

not the first goal — improving the nation’s mental health is. 

Congress must ensure that happens, at least. 
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Arizona voter ID law should be overturned 

By Editorial Board, Published: March 18 

COMPARED WITH WHAT some Americans have to 

tolerate on Election Day, registering to vote is relatively painless. 

That’s partly thanks to the National Voter Registration Act, a 1993  
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law at the root of a case the Supreme Court will hear on Monday. 

The state of Arizona argues that it should be allowed to subvert the 

law’s obvious purpose. The court shouldn’t let it. 

In 1993, Congress looked at the “complicated maze” of 

often confusing and sometimes discriminatory state election rules, 

and it found that “unfair registration laws and procedures can have 

a direct and damaging effect on voter participation in elections for 

federal office.” So lawmakers established national standards. 

Americans could register to vote when getting driver’s licenses, 

which gave the act its unofficial name: the “motor voter” law. 

Congress also required every state to accept a simple, common, 

mail-in registration form drafted by the U.S. Election Assistance 

Commission. The record indicates that Congress meant these to be 

among the “procedures that will increase the number of eligible 

citizens who register to vote in elections for federal office.” 

In 2004, Arizona voters approved a state law requiring 

evidence of U.S. citizenship in order to register to vote. As a 

result, state elections officials no longer accepted standard federal 

registration forms unless accompanied by copies of passports, 

birth certificates or other proof of citizenship. Native American 

and Hispanic groups complained, and now the dispute is before 

the high court. 

Arizona argues that federal law doesn’t bar the state from 

adding to the registration requirements listed on the federal form. 

It points out that Congress acknowledged maintaining the integrity 

of federal elections as another legitimate and important goal. 
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Yet any reasonable reading of lawmakers’ intent requires the 

conclusion that they did not want to replace one confusing array of 

specific state requirements with another confusing array of 

specific state requirements. In fact, Congress rejected a provision 

that would have expressly permitted states to ask for evidence of 

citizenship during registration. On the legal merits, the justices 

shouldn’t have trouble siding against Arizona. 

But what of the policy principle? Non-citizens shouldn’t be 

allowed to vote. But neither should citizens be discouraged from 

the exercise of their most essential right — even citizens who 

don’t have identification deemed suitable by Arizona.  

States should be instituting reforms to expand access to the 

franchise, not narrow it. Universal voter registration, in which the 

states take responsibility to register all who are eligible, would be 

a good start. 
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D.C. children in shelter must get real homes 

By Editorial Board, Saturday, February 16, 7:26 AM 

IT IS SIMPLY not possible to look at the faces of children 

in the emergency shelter at the former D.C. General Hospital and 

not wonder why more isn’t being done. These young people 

should be in homes of their own, not in a crumbling hospital 

where it is difficult to go to school or become part of a real 
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community. Critics are right to focus attention on the needs of 

these vulnerable families but — as decades of the District’s 

experience in dealing with the homeless demonstrate — the issue 

is multidimensional. Simply throwing more money at the problem 

won’t make it go away. 

The District’s shelter for homeless families is at capacity, 

with 372 adults and nearly 600 children living in lessthan-ideal 

conditions. This month, The Post’s Petula Dvorak catalogued 

some of the heartbreaking stories: a college student with a 1-year-

old who lost her apartment; the fast-food worker whose hours 

were cut; a young mother of three facing a hopeless future. D.C. 

officials don’t deny the seriousness of the situation, pointing to the 

national recession and lack of affordable housing as causes for an 

increase of more than 18 percent in the number of homeless family 

members during the past year. But they say the District has made 

real progress in combating homelessness that is being overlooked. 

There is no questioning the strides the city has made. 

Consider, for example, the Jan. 9, 1993, report from The Post that 

800 families including 1,500 children were in city shelters and 

more were being turned away. Or the accounts of government 

passivity that allowed seven homeless adults to die in the winter of 

2001. Conditions at D.C. General may be less than ideal, but they 

are light-years away from the hellhole that was the emergency 

shelter at D.C. Village. Long gone are the days when helping 

homeless people meant simply providing “a hot and a cot.” 
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The District was, according to a report last year by the 

Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments, one of the first 

jurisdictions in the nation to adopt a continuum of care that 

included prevention, supportive services, street outreach, 

transitional housing and subsidies for permanent housing. The 

District’s effort to support families in permanent housing saw 903 

families placed in 2012, up from 669 in 2011 and 356 in 2008. 

Instead of simply finding a bed for those in need, city officials are 

trying to tackle the underlying issues — from mental illness and 

joblessness to substance abuse — that often contribute to 

homelessness. 

Those efforts, which include a new assessment system that 

tries to capture a complete picture of the needs of those seeking 

help, is meeting resistance from advocates for the homeless, who 

say they make it too hard to get into shelters. Clearly, city officials 

need to rethink some of their practices, such as a warning given to 

mothers seeking shelter that they could be referred to child welfare 

agencies. But the District’s effort to give families a path out of 

homelessness is in line with national best practices. 

City officials say there has been a $10 million increase in 

spending on services for homeless people this year, and Mayor 

Vincent C. Gray (D) has pledged $100 million to address the 

District’s lack of affordable housing. In making any additional 

investments, officials should look at ongoing experiments in other 

cities as well as the experience of local nonprofits, which are able 

to produce better results for homeless people with fewer dollars. 
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Mr. Gray, whose commitment to the homeless was cemented with 

his work as head of Covenant House in the 1990s, should be 

prepared to set the path that will get those 600 children out of that 

old hospital and into real homes. 
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Climate change and the president 

By Editorial Board, Published: February 10 

PRESIDENT OBAMA will deliver his 2013 State of the 

Union address on Tuesday, and expectations are high that he will 

devote significant time to climate change. We hope that he adopts 

a different approach to explaining the need for action than he did 

in much of his first term. 

In past addresses, talking about green jobs didn’t work, nor 

did talking about energy independence. The credible way to justify 

fighting climate change is to discuss the science, the real reason to 

cut carbon emissions. There is overwhelming evidence that the 

planet is warming. The widespread burning of fossil fuels, 

meanwhile, pumps heat-trapping greenhouse gases into the 

atmosphere every second. There is still uncertainty about exactly 

how sensitive the climate system is to a given increase in carbon 

dioxide concentrations — but not enough uncertainty to justify 

ignoring the risks of rising temperatures. 
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Putting a slowly rising, significant price on carbon 

emissions would encourage people to burn less fossil fuel without 

micromanaging by Congress or the Energy Department. This 

approach would enlist market forces to green the energy sector. It 

would also allow for similar policies in other nations to connect 

with America’s, creating a bigger, global market for carbon. 

Anything like carbon pricing must get lawmakers’ 

approval, though, which is the first reason Mr. Obama should 

make reaching out to them on climate policy a priority. True, a 

coalition of anti-regulation Republicans and coal-state Democrats 

killed the last major effort to price emissions, a 2010 cap-and-

trade bill. But, in the big budget reform politicians have been 

promising, they will need new revenue from somewhere. A carbon 

tax would be an ideal source. 

Even second- and third-best alternatives would need 

Congress’s say-so. These include establishing a national clean 

energy standard requiring that a defined and rising amount of 

electricity come from sources cleaner than coal, the top climate 

villain. Sen. Lisa Murkowski of Alaska, the Energy Committee’s 

lead Republican and a voice of reason within her party, just 

released a 121-page plan with other ideas that could serve as a 

basis for some congressional action, such as paying for energy 

technology research, reforming subsidies for green power, 

advancing hydropower and promoting energy efficiency. 
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The president should also remind Congress that, without 

ambitious action from lawmakers, the Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) can and will act on its own. The EPA has already 

established or is in the process of establishing a range of new air 

pollution rules. These rules will ensure than no new conventional 

coal plants are built in the United States, and they will force the 

closure of some particularly awful, ancient coal-fired facilities. 

More regulations are likely in store in Mr. Obama’s second term. 

The EPA, for example, has not yet set rules regulating the carbon 

emissions of major, existing sources of greenhouse gases. Using 

the EPA’s top-down approach, though, is not the best way to 

reduce carbon emissions. Mr. Obama should invite Congress to 

work with him on a better alternative. 
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The U.S. is not ready for a cyberwar 

By Editorial Board, Published: March 12 

A RECENT report by a task force of the Defense Science 

Board on cyber-conflict makes clear that all is not well in 

preparing for this new domain of warfare. 

The U.S. military often uses “red” teams to challenge 

established “blue” teams in exercises. According to the report, 

small red teams, with only a short amount of time and using tools 

downloaded from the Internet, have been able to “significantly”  
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 disrupt blue team military operations. The task force said, “If this 

level of damage can be done by a few smart people, in a few days, 

using tools available to everyone, imagine what a determined, 

sophisticated adversary with large amounts of people, time, and 

money could do.” In another part of the report, the task force hints 

that U.S. nuclear weapons, hardened to survive an atomic blast in 

the Cold War, may not be ready to survive a cyber-onslaught. 

While the task force didn’t say what the vulnerability might be, 

they called for “immediate action” to make sure the nuclear 

weapons would survive. 

What would cyberwar be like? Potentially, “hundreds” of 

simultaneous, synchronized offensive and defensive cyber 

operations would be needed, and yet the task force found the U.S. 

military is not ready. The task force said it “could find no evidence 

of modeling or experimentation being undertaken to better 

understand the largescale cyber war.” In a recommendation that 

underscores the larger direction of U.S. policy, the task force 

declared, “time is of the essence in developing a broader offensive 

cyber capability.” 

A major offensive cyber capability now seems essential in 

a world awash in cyber-espionage, theft and disruption. Cyberwar 

may be over the next horizon. But the task force offered an 

important caution: In the past, on nuclear weapons, 

counterterrorism, counterinsurgency and all manner of 

conventional military missions, we’ve had decades of policy 

debate. “In contrast,” they said, “relatively little has been 
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documented or extensively debated concerning offensive cyber 

operations.” 

This is a worrisome facet of how the United States is 

entering the age of cyberconflict. President Obama has signed off 

on a new doctrine, but it remains classified. There’s a new national 

intelligence estimate of cyberespionage and its economic costs, 

but it remains under wraps. Until now, most of the offensive cyber 

program has been hidden entirely under the cloak of intelligence. 

That secrecy is necessary for specific operations, but the public 

needs an informed, robust debate about policy in this expanding 

realm. 

Will there be public sacrifices or costs — say, a regional 

electric-grid blackout or a stock-exchange crash? Who decides 

whether to launch an offensive cyberattack? Under what 

conditions? These are the type of questions that the administration 

and Congress ought to be talking about with the American people. 

We ought not wait until a disaster has arrived to address the policy 

implications of cyberwar. 
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Bullet overkill 

By Editorial Board, Published: February 25 

SEN. CHRIS MURPHY (D-Conn.) offered a trenchant 

comment the other day about the mass shooting at Sandy Hook  
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Elementary School in December, which was carried out by Adam 

Lanza with a semiautomatic assault weapon that reloaded bullets 

in rapid succession from a single ammunition magazine. Twenty 

children and six adults were killed in a deadly few minutes of fire. 

“We do know that historically in these instances, amateurs have 

trouble switching magazines,” the senator said, according to the 

New York Times. “I believe, and many of the parents there 

believe, that if Lanza had to switch cartridges nine times versus 

two times there would likely still be little boys and girls alive in 

Newtown today.” 

The same might also be said for other mass shootings such 

as the one that wounded former U.S. representative Gabrielle 

Giffords in Tucson and the one at an Aurora, Colo., movie theater. 

These semiautomatic assault weapons are primarily versions of 

guns created for soldiers in war zones and have no place in civilian 

hands. The high-capacity ammunition magazine is functionally the 

most important feature of semiautomatic assault weapons, 

including some assault pistols, allowing a shooter to rapidly fire 

up to 30 times without reloading. If Congress decides to legislate a 

limit on such magazines, say, 10 bullets, it could save lives. 

The 10-round limit was included in the 1994 assault 

weapons ban, which expired in 2004. Taking stock of that law, a 

report for the National Institute of Justice noted that studies have 
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shown that attacks with semiautomatic weapons “result in more 

shots fired, more persons hit, and more wounds inflicted per 

victim than do attacks with other firearms.” There is already a 

huge stock of these weapons and ammunition clips in civilian 

hands, but Congress could at least staunch the manufacture and 

purchase of new ones. 

A limit on high-capacity magazines draws more support in 

recent public opinion polls than does a ban on assault weapons. 

Senators who have resisted gun control legislation out of concern 

for political fallout have been hinting that they may support limits 

on ammunition clips. One of them, Mark R. Warner (D-Va.), has 

stated that, despite his “A” rating from the National Rifle 

Association, he is ready to depart from the status quo in response 

to Sandy Hook. The senator could do so by speaking up for a limit 

on large-capacity ammunition clips. 

No one who owns guns for hunting, target practice or 

personal self-defense needs to have a 30-bullet magazine, as Vice 

President Biden rather inartfully stated in an online chat last week. 

Mr. Biden said that civilians don’t need a semiautomatic 

assault rifle of the AR-15 type — like that used by Lanza — to 

protect themselves. “It’s harder to aim, it’s harder to use and in 

fact you don’t need 30 rounds to protect yourself,” the vice 

president declared. “Buy a shotgun. Buy a shotgun.” 

We’re not offering any such shopping tips, but we do think 

that Congress should act for the whole nation and put these high 

capacity clips beyond reach. 
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Saving Egypt from anarchy 

By Editorial Board, Published: February 1 

THE MASS DEMONSTRATIONS and violence in Egypt 

during the past week may look a little like the revolution that 

erupted two years ago — but they are utterly different. The 

principal protagonists in the streets are mostly not common 

citizens seeking an end to dictatorship but gangs of hooligans, 

angry and restless youth, remnants of the former regime’s security 

forces and a brutal and corrupt police force that answers to no 

authority other than itself. As Egypt’s defense minister correctly 

put it Tuesday, at stake is not the overthrow of a regime but the 

collapse of the state into anarchy. 

Egypt’s Islamist government and its secular opposition, 

though polarized into warring camps in recent months, have a 

common interest in putting an end to the chaos before it consumes 

the country. The question is whether leaders on both sides can set 

aside the overreaching agendas and uncompromising tactics that 

have brought them to this emergency. 

President Mohamed Morsi, who won a two-round 

democratic election last year, has considerably more legitimacy 

and popular support than did former ruler Hosni Mubarak. But he 

and his Freedom and Justice Party, backed by the Muslim 

Brotherhood, have helped create the crisis by adopting some of the 

former regime’s tactics. Mr. Morsi has smeared reasonable 

opponents as criminals, tried to intimidate the press and used 

autocratic methods to force through his agenda. 
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The swelling unrestlast month has its roots in the mass protests 

Mr. Morsi provoked last year by suspending the judiciary in order 

to complete a new constitution. 

Opposition leaders, who range from former followers of 

Mr. Mubarak or his nationalist predecessor, Gamal Abdel Nasser, 

to liberal democrats and Christians, also have much to answer for. 

Having lost two elections and a referendum to Islamic forces in 

the past year, many appear reluctant to play by democratic rules. 

Some have demanded political capitulation by Mr. Morsi as the 

price of accepting the government’s offer of dialogue; others 

openly seek the overthrow of the new regime. 

The weakness and intransigence of both sides have 

empowered anarchic forces such as the police, unreformed since 

the fall of the Mubarak regime, hooligans and unemployed young 

men, who in the past week have battled one another in Cairo and 

cities along the Suez Canal, killing scores. Meanwhile, the army, 

also outside the regime’s control, deliberates over whether to 

restore order, seize power for itself or remain on the sidelines. 

Fortunately, there were signs this week that the politicians 

were beginning to see the imperative of coming together. 

Opposition leader Mohamed ElBaradei reversed his rejection of 

negotiations and called for a dialogue among his secular National 

Salvation Front, the Morsi government, Islamist parties outside the 

government and the military. On Thursday the front met with the 

Muslim Brotherhood and agreed to oppose violence. There is 

much more to discuss, including possible changes to the  
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constitution and a law governing upcoming parliamentary 

elections. A new, national unity government is a worthy, if long-

shot, goal. But above all, Egypt’s leaders must agree on restoring 

order. 
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Environmentalists are fighting the wrong battles 

By Editorial Board, Published: March 5 

PRESIDENT OBAMA began his second term with a 

promise to push harder on energy and climate change. The events 

of the past week remind us that he won’t have to contend just with 

Republicans and coal-state Democrats determined to oppose 

reasonable measures to combat global warming. He will also have 

to sidestep environmentalists demanding that he fight the wrong 

battles. 

Last Friday, the State Department released a new draft 

analysis of the Keystone XL oil pipeline, opposition to which has 

become a counterproductive obsession of many in the 

environmental movement. In its 2,000 pages, the report dismantled 

the case that nixing the Canadian pipeline must be a priority for 

anyone concerned about climate change, explaining anew that 

accepting or rejecting the project won’t make much difference to 

global emissions, U.S. oil consumption or world oil markets. 
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Under anti-Keystone activists’ very best scenario — 

Keystone XL and all other new pipeline capacity restricted — they 

could hope to reduce Canadian oil-sands production by only 2 to 4 

percent by 2030. As long as the world demands oil, energy 

companies will find it profitable to extract and transport their 

product in all sorts of ways. If new pipelines are out of the picture, 

companies will rely more on rail, the use of which they could 

easily ramp up. 

The analysis underscores the extent to which activists have 

trumped up a relatively mundane infrastructure issue into the 

premier environmental fight of this decade, leading to big marches 

and acts of civil disobedience to advance a cause that is worthy of 

neither. The activists ought to pick more important fights. Until 

they do, the president should ignore their pressure. 

Mr. Obama should also ignore the complaints about Ernest 

Moniz, whom the president nominated Monday to head the Energy 

Department. Mr. Moniz, an MIT professor, favors renewable 

sources of electricity — but also nuclear power and natural gas. 

That’s a sin among some in the environmental movement, 

although it should not be. Mr. Moniz was right, for example, when 

he argued that natural gas can help cut the nation’s carbon 

emissions over the next couple of decades, because burning it 

produces half the emissions of burning coal. What’s needed is not 

knee-jerk opposition to natural gas but, rather, sensible regulations 

to ensure that communities near well sites are safe and that the 

country sees the most emissions benefits from its use of the fuel.  
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Mr. Obama so far has taken that course, and we hope his 

appointment of Mr. Moniz means that he will stay on track. 

Instead of indulging in distractions, Mr. Obama and his 

friends in the environmental movement should push for policies 

that could make a significant difference by cutting demand for 

carbon-intensive fuels. As we argued Sunday, a carbon tax is a 

cause that really is worth fighting for. 
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FDA should do more with its authority over tobacco products 

By Editorial Board, Published: February 5 

IN 2009, PRESIDENT Obama signed the Tobacco Control 

Act, which gave the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 

authority over tobacco products. It was a signal moment in the 

fight against smoking. Tobacco use is the leading cause of 

preventable death in the country, racking up 400,000 premature 

deaths in America every year and holding 40 million Americans in 

the grip of addiction. After decades of education campaigns, 

cessation programs and increasing taxes, the U.S. smoking rate is 

stuck at about a fifth of the adult population. And after a string of 

headline-worthy achievements, the FDA’s tobacco program has 

been a little quiet lately. 

The act prodded the safety agency to do a few things 

immediately, such as finalizing a rule on marketing and promotion 
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to children. The FDA barred the sale of fruit-, candy- or clove-

flavored cigarettes. It began studying the prevalence and effects of 

menthol cigarettes, another flavoring that encourages children to 

start lighting up. It created the Center for Tobacco Products, under 

which it would continue to assert its new authority. 

But, the American Lung Association says in a new report, 

the FDA’s anti-tobacco work in 2012 didn’t proceed at the heady 

pace of the previous two years, perhaps because of a broader 

regulatory hiatus during last year’s presidential election. 

So far, the agency has asserted authority over only 

cigarettes and smokeless tobacco, not products such as cigars, pipe 

tobacco or e-cigarettes. Until it claims broader jurisdiction, it can’t 

compel the examination of ingredients and assess their relative 

lethality, let alone regulate more aggressively. Flavored cigarettes 

have been banned, but tobacco companies still flavor cigars to 

taste like grape or cola, and the vaporous chemical mixture inhaled 

from e-cigarettes now comes in flavors such as “cherry limeade” 

and “Atomic Fireball.” The lung association sees upticks in the 

use of non-cigarette tobacco products and worries that the industry 

will hook children with new, less-regulated products. Menthol 

cigarettes, meanwhile, are still on sale. 

Lawrence Deyton, the FDA’s chief tobacco regulator, says 

the agency has been busy enforcing all the rules it enacted in its 

first years, building a regulatory body from scratch and informing 

tobacco companies what it will expect of them. In order to take 

steps such as dialing back the amount of nicotine in tobacco  
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products, the agency must undertake exhaustive scientific research 

demonstrating that its decisions are not “arbitrary and capricious.” 

Mr. Deyton says the public can expect more progress in 2013. 

Meanwhile, the FDA isn’t the only body that needs to act. 

Congress should raise national tobacco taxes, especially for 

products that currently enjoy preferential tax treatment relative to 

cigarettes, such as large cigars and pipe tobacco. States, too, can 

raise excises and devote more of the money to anti-tobacco 

programs. These sorts of policies have saved many lives over 

decades of effort, and there’s reason to think that old tools can still 

help. 
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Flood policies should be reconsidered 

By Editorial Board, Saturday, February 9, 8:26 AM 

LAST OCTOBER, Hurricane Sandy leveled buildings across the 

New York City area. How the region rebuilds matters not just to 

the region’s millions of residents but to everyone who pays federal 

taxes. The Senate, after all, just approved $60 billion in 

supplemental aid for Sandy victims, a big-ticket reminder that, 

when disaster strikes, the country is often on the hook. And, 

scientists say, disaster is going to become increasingly likely in 

coastal areas as warmer global temperatures slowly but steadily 

raise sea levels. 
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Facing this reality requires policy at all levels of 

government that discourages Americans from making overly risky 

choices about what to build and where to live, lest taxpayers 

continually bear huge burdens when floods and other disasters hit. 

But that’s much easier said than done. 

See, for example, the recent hubbub in New York City and 

New Jersey over a few blotches of color on new federal flood 

maps. The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) last 

week released its updated assessment of who is at risk of flood in 

Sandy-affected areas. The list of properties in New York City 

doubled to 35,000. Homeowners who find themselves in newly 

designated flood zones must choose between elevating their 

houses out of reach of future storm surges or paying many times 

more in flood-insurance premiums. Grants are available from 

various federal programs, but residents fret that the grants might 

not cover the full cost. The mayor of Brick, N.J., a beach town, 

counseled his constituents not to start rebuilding until they could 

challenge FEMA’s new maps. 

The FEMA maps probably aren’t perfect. But the appeals 

process should not become a way for residents to avoid needed 

upgrades or to pay insurance rates that fail to reflect the risks they 

are taking, particularly when the government is subsidizing so 

much of the rebuilding. Even flood insurance policies that seem 

expensive offer a federal benefit, given that few private firms 

would touch the business. 
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In fact, leaders all over the coastal United States should be 

girding for worse than FEMA’s maps suggest. The maps, a FEMA 

spokesman explained to us, capture only the risk that these regions 

currently face — not future dangers associated with climate 

change. Structures built or rebuilt now may have to contend with 

those threats, and current policies will help determine how well 

they hold up. New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo (D), for one, is 

proposing to buy homes in at-risk areas and replace them with 

natural barriers such as dunes. That is only one possible way to 

toughen the country’s shorelines. 
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A lengthy weather report again affirms global warming 

By Editorial Board, Published: March 16 

SCIENTISTS HAVE a good sense of what the Earth’s 

climate has been like over the past handful of centuries. But what 

about many thousands of years back? 

In a recent article in the journal Science, researchers at 

Oregon State University and Harvard explained how they used 

marine fossils to piece together a rough temperature record going 

back 11,300 years to the most recent ice age. That record indicates 

that the Earth warmed as it emerged from the ice age, followed by 

a long-term cooling trend. The cooling continued until the 

industrial revolution, when humans began burning fossil fuels in  
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earnest — and pumping heat-trapping greenhouse gases such as 

carbon dioxide into the atmosphere. Then the temperature spiked. 

With the amount of carbon dioxide already in the atmosphere, 

models suggest, the Earth’s average temperature in 2100 will 

surpass that detectable in any of the millennia studied. 

The most dramatic implication of the study is not the 

magnitude of the current warming but its extremely rapid pace. 

The authors note that the Earth has warmed over the past century 

as much as it cooled over several millennia before that, with no 

similar spike detectable in the data. That finding would be yet 

more strong evidence against climate skeptics who cling to the 

wishful thinking that global warming is an entirely natural 

phenomenon. 

The scientists have more to do. The recent warming has 

been so quick that it’s still hard to tell whether there were any 

similarly brief and sharp temperature spikes many thousands of 

years ago that quickly abated. Michael Mann, a prominent climate 

scientist, suggested to the New York Times’s Andrew Revkin that 

the temperature estimates match more robust records of recent 

temperatures so well that their conclusions should be taken 

seriously. They should also spur more research. 

As scientists continue to refine their sense of how the 

climate behaved since the most recent ice age, Mr. Revkin points 

out that perhaps the biggest unknown that will affect the future of 

the climate is human behavior. Debates will continue about 

exactly how sensitive the climate is to greenhouse emissions from  
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the burning of coal, oil and natural gas. But the evidence does not 

allow policymakers to ignore scenarios that predict very serious 

warming over the next century if world leaders — including 

policymakers in the United States — continue to do too little. 
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GOP’s immigration plan is no plan 

By Editorial Board, Published: February 7 

HOUSE REPUBLICANS came eyeball to eyeball with 

sweeping immigration reform Tuesday, and they blinked. No 

matter that a bipartisan group of senators including Sen. Marco 

Rubio of Florida, a favorite of the Republican right, has endorsed 

a pathway to earned citizenship. In a hearing of the House 

Judiciary Committee, GOP members still could not reconcile 

themselves to the prospect that undocumented immigrants might 

one day become full-fledged Americans. 

Instead, they groped for some probationary status — a 

legal limbo —into which 11 million people, many of whom have 

already lived in the United States for a decade or more, might be 

indefinitely slotted. Anything to avoid charting a course for what 

many Republicans regard as the dreaded amnesty. 

It’s their own business if Republicans want to continue 

alienating the nation’s largest and fastest-growing minority. But 

politics aside, there are powerful economic, moral and practical  
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 reasons to embrace an overhaul of the nation’s immigration 

system that includes eventual citizenship. 

Millions of undocumented immigrants have remained in 

this country during and since the Great Recession, precisely 

because the labor market continues to demand their services. A 

growing body of evidence shows that immigrants are an ongoing 

economic stimulus — not just high-skilled immigrants but also 

relatively low-skilled ones who spend their wages on goods and 

services. 

It is now universally understood these people will not 

disappear, nor self-deport, nor be driven back across the border 

into Mexico. That leaves the question of modifying their status so 

that they may emerge from the shadows and live fully productive 

lives. 

It may be the case that many illegal immigrants would 

welcome some form of probation, even a lengthy one, which 

would certainly be an improvement on the status quo. But it makes 

no sense, nor is it morally right, for the United States to create a 

permanent underclass of workers, numbering in the millions, who 

have no prospect of citizenship even as we expect them to 

continue mowing our lawns, caring for our children, painting our 

houses and manning our processing plants — as many have done 

for a decade or more already. Yet that is essentially the 

“compromise” some House Republicans are now floating. 

There is space for genuine compromise on the length of the 

road to citizenship and the requirements to navigate it. It’s sensible  
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 to expect that undocumented immigrants who want U.S. 

citizenship will learn English and civics, commit no crimes and 

pay taxes. It’s also fair to demand that they wait their turn behind 

others who have already applied for legal permanent residency — 

as long as the waiting time is reasonable. That means taking steps 

to accelerate the wait for existing applicants, which in some cases 

lasts for more than 20 years. 

But a plan that includes no prospect of citizenship, or a 

prospect so faint that it may be decades in the future, is no plan at 

all. Having given up the fantasy of mass deportation, House 

Republicans must take the next logical step by embracing a deal 

that’s both workable and just. 
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 Health premiums for smokers should be tweaked 

By Editorial Board, Published: February 21 

WHEN VENERABLE anti-tobacco groups such as the 

American Cancer Society and cigarette makers such as Altria align 

in opposition to a policy, it’s got to be pretty bad, right? But, when 

it comes to whether health-insurance companies can charge higher 

premiums from smokers, the fact that these mortal enemies oppose 

the idea doesn’t mean policymakers should throw it out. 

When President Obama’s 2010 health-care law kicks in 

next year, there will be only a few things for which insurance 
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companies can charge you more — your age, your location and 

whether you smoke. Smokers could face premiums that are up to 

50 percent higher than those of non-smokers. You’d think that 

anti-tobacco activists would cheer. In fact, The Post’s Sarah Kliff 

reports, they have aligned with tobacco companies who want to 

eliminate the provision. Smokers are disproportionately low-

income, and public-health groups worry that their premiums 

would be so expensive that many would choose to buy no 

insurance at all. That means a high-risk population would forgo 

needed disease screening and treatment, not to mention access to 

smoking-cessation coverage. Younger, healthier smokers would be 

more likely to opt out than would older, sicker ones, which could 

even raise insurance costs for everyone else. The Institute for 

Health Policy Solutions calculates that a married couple of older, 

low-income smokers could face premiums that equal as much as 

48 percent of their total income. 

Yet, as the institute’s study also notes, there are also good 

reasons to charge smokers more. Their behavior makes them prone 

to serious illnesses that are expensive to treat. If they don’t pay for 

their smoking-related medical care, non-smokers would have to 

finance a big chunk of the cost for that treatment. It’s also 

possible, though not proven, that higher insurance premiums 

would encourage smokers to quit. 

These reasons alone wouldn’t justify pricing a cohort of 

low-income Americans out of the health-insurance market. But 

policymakers don’t need to eliminate the rules entirely — only  
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 refine them. Between now and next year, that can happen at the 

state or federal level, and it should probably occur at both. 

For example, the federal government has already proposed 

to grant smokers in group insurance plans relief from the 

surcharge if they participate in smoking-cessation programs. 

Federal policymakers should seek to broaden that to the individual 

market. At the same time, they should make clearer what cessation 

products and techniques the government will require insurance 

companies to cover. 

Individual states, meanwhile, can adjust the size of the 

maximum surcharge within their borders in various ways, ensuring 

a lower financial barrier to coverage. Though doing so could result 

in some smokers paying premiums that aren’t quite high enough to 

reflect the health risks they are taking, they would still have to 

chip in more for their health-care costs, without driving them to 

give up on insurance. 
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 Is the U.S. kowtowing to Iran in nuclear talks? 

By Editorial Board, Published: March 1 

THE MOST interesting public result of the latest talks with 

Iran on its nuclear program was the claim by Tehran’s chief 

negotiator, Saeed Jalili, that the new negotiating proposal from the 

United States and five partners was a possible“turning point” in  
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what has been nearly a decade of fruitless diplomacy. Those 

cheery words, and the Iranian’s quick agreement to two follow-up 

meetings in the next five weeks, raised the question of whether the 

regime is positioning itself to strike a deal that would freeze the 

most dangerous elements of its nuclear work in exchange for an 

easing of the sanctions that are choking its economy. 

We hope that is the case. Unfortunately, an equally 

plausible explanation for Mr. Jalili’s comment was that he was 

celebrating the fact that, in the eight months since Iran last agreed 

to meet with the international coalition, the offer to Tehran had 

grown more, rather than less, generous. “It was they who tried to 

get closer to our point of view,” he crowed, while adding that there 

remained “a long distance to the desirable point.” 

U.S. officials denied that the terms offered Iran had grown 

softer as the regime has refused talks, stonewalled international 

inspectors and continued to defy U.N. Security Council resolutions 

by adding to its stockpile of enriched uranium. But it certainly 

looks that way. While the previous proposal of the five Security 

Council members and Germany, in Baghdad last May, called for 

Iran to shut down an underground nuclear plant known as Fordow 

and to ship its stockpile of mediumenriched uranium out of the 

country, the bid made in Almaty, Kazakhstan, scales back the 

Fordow shutdown to a suspension of operations and allows Iran to 

retain some of that 20 percent-enriched uranium. 
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 In part, this shift can be seen as a response to a changing 

situation: Iran has been converting some of the medium-enriched 

stock into fuel for a research reactor, giving it a pretext to refuse a 

previous scheme under which uranium shipped out of the country 

would have been returned as fuel rods. But the coalition also 

appears to have offered a greater easing of sanctions — though 

officials said measures directed at Iran’s oil industry and financial 

system would remain intact. 

If Iran altered its own, unacceptable proposals from 

previous rounds, there was no indication of it in the accounts of 

either side. That raises the possibility that the regime will simply 

pocket the easier terms and return to its stonewalling, with the 

expectation that another crumbling of the coalition position will 

ensue. In recent months, Tehran has avoided crossing Israel’s red 

line for military action by keeping its stockpile of medium-

enriched uranium below the quantity needed for a bomb, but it has 

also begun installing a new generation of centrifuges, which could 

move it much closer to a breakout capacity. Maybe these zigs and 

zags, like Mr. Jalili’s declarations, are the prelude to a 

compromise. But history suggests they are the tactics of a regime 

convinced that it can outlast and outmaneuver the United States 

and its partners. 
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 Making Washington green 

By Editorial Board, Published: February 23 

IF MAYOR Vincent C. Gray (D) has his way, the District 

will transform over the next two decades from an asphalt jungle to 

a city, with 250,000 additional residents, that is literally and 

figuratively green. According to a sustainability plan the mayor 

released Wednesday, by 2032 the District will use 50 percent less 

energy, emit 50 percent fewer greenhouse gases and produce 15 

percent less waste. Roofs will have more plants, and so will 

sidewalks; the city will have planted more than 150,000 trees. 

High-efficiency bulbs will illuminate streets and miles of new bike 

paths. Metro will carry more passengers, and streetcars will ding 

their way across town. 

Mr. Gray deserves credit for producing an ambitious 

development vision that recognizes the importance of managing 

this community’s many environmental impacts, even as 

government deals with other tough problems such as enduring 

pockets of poverty. Many but not all of the ideas he proposes 

make sense. There is a free-lunch thinking in the document, with 

true costs and trade-offs not addressed, that other city leaders 

should treat warily. 

First, the good. Mr. Gray would begin immediately with 

such sensible steps as tracking the city’s energy use, expanding 

Capital Bikeshare, building more parks, planting 8,600 trees a year 

and gauging the District’s vulnerability to the potential impacts of 

climate change. 
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 Perhaps the most promising short-term proposal is to 

revamp the web of municipal regulations that discourage more 

people from living closer together and near public transportation. 

He would also reform other rules that make it difficult to do 

business in Washington. Property owners, for example, would be 

able to convert basements or over-garage space into livable 

quarters with less hassle, and those on transit corridors would be 

able to build up. Longer-term policies — such as requiring a 

certain amount of the city’s electricity to come from clean sources 

or further investment in public transit — would complement these 

efforts. So might reassessing building codes to demand energy 

savings, since structures account for three-quarters of the city’s 

carbon footprint. 

But sustainability doesn’t always come cheap, and that’s 

especially true when government tries to get too involved — for 

example, in deciding where the city’s electricity comes from. Mr. 

Gray’s idea to use municipal funds to finance a nearby wind farm, 

for example, is wasteful and unnecessary. The city already 

requires an increasing percentage of its power to come from 

renewable sources; it should allow private enterprises to figure out 

how to meet that requirement as efficiently as possible. And the 

city should not invest much in orchards or other efforts to source 

food locally. 

Mr. Gray’s plan does not admit that there might be tension 

among its many goals. What’s more important: quintupling the 

number of green jobs or meeting low greenhouse-emissions targets  
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cheaply and on time? Keeping housing costs down for a growing 

population or demanding that buildings in the District are net-

zero-energy users? Who gets scarce city funds: Metro or a new 

small-business loans program? The District can’t do it all. 

The mayor has put dozens of ideas on the table for 

discussion. Now he and the D.C. Council should set their 

priorities. 
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Md. lawmakers need to stand firm on reforming gun laws 

By Editorial Board, Published: February 2 

AS THE WRENCHING memory of the elementary-school 

massacre in Newtown, Conn., begins to recede, so, too, may the 

determination of lawmakers in Washington and state capitals to 

enact muscular gun-control legislation. That would be a mistake. 

The firearms industry and opponents of gun control, led by 

the National Rifle Association, have marshaled their forces to 

squash, subvert and weaken bills where they can. One 

battleground is Maryland, where Gov. Martin O’Malley (D), along 

with like-minded lawmakers, is seeking to tighten qualifications 

for handgun purchases and ownership, as well as the regulation of 

gun dealers. 

Mr. O’Malley has proposed a package that includes 

banning the sale of assault rifles; halving the legal capacity of gun  
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magazines to 10 rounds; blocking gun sales to those with mental 

illness and violent tendencies; and tightening safety procedures 

and facilities at schools. The signature element is a measure 

requiring purchasers to be fingerprinted by the state police as a 

condition for obtaining gun licenses — on top of existing 

background checks and a seven-day waiting period. 

The licensing regime, which would go well beyond what 

most states require, is designed to be a major deterrent for “straw 

buyers,” whom criminals often use to procure handguns. Some 

legislators in Annapolis — notably the Senate president, Thomas 

V. Mike Miller Jr. (D-Calvert) — balked at the licensing 

requirement, saying they doubted its constitutionality. But on 

Monday the state attorney general’s office dismissed those 

concerns. In an opinion, it noted that the Supreme Court has 

expressly allowed states to impose “conditions and qualifications” 

on gun sales. 

Still, Mr. O’Malley’s gun-licensing initiative faces close 

votes in both houses of the General Assembly, where there is 

almost universal Republican opposition as well as qualms from 

some Democrats. The danger is that Democrats, shrinking from 

the right, will vote for a ban on sales of assault weapons and call it 

a day, settling for a headline, rather than systemic reform. 

Banning the sale of assault weapons would be a critical 

step forward, particularly on the federal level. But a ban enacted in 

Annapolis would not confiscate the tens of thousands of such 

weapons already in private hands. And most gun-related crimes  
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are committed with handguns, not assault weapons. Establishing a 

tough licensing regime is one way to get at that. Another way is to 

enact legislation, sponsored by Sen. Brian E. Frosh 

(DMontgomery), that would empower the state police to oversee 

and inspect gun dealers to ensure they are accounting for their 

stock of weapons. 

For too long, state legislatures have been cowed by 

opponents of gun control, unquestioningly accepting their 

arguments that nothing can be done about firearms violence. The 

tragedy in Newtown has stiffened the spines of some lawmakers to 

press for tough and verifiable action in the states and in Congress. 

They should remain resolute. 
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North Korea’s nuclear test demands an aggressive U.S. 

response 

By Editorial Board, Published: February 13 

NORTH KOREA’S latest nuclear test may mark a new and 

more risky strategy by a regime headed by a 29-yearold novice. 

Previous detonations by Pyongyang appeared intended mostly as 

crude provocations, designed to win credibility at home and 

concessions from South Korea and the United States. Now North 

Korea may be aiming to become a full-fledged nuclear power, 

with warheads and missiles that could threaten its neighbors and  
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eventually the U.S. homeland. 

The yield of the blast, as measured by seismographs, 

suggested it was twice as large as the last North Korean test, in 

2009. Potentially even more significant was the regime’s claim 

that it had built a “smaller and light” bomb with “diverse 

materials.” In other words, the North may have made progress 

toward building a miniaturized warhead that could fit atop one of 

its long-range missiles and may have fabricated a weapon from 

enriched uranium, rather than the plutonium it has previously 

used. 

Since Pyongyang has a limited supply of plutonium but is 

operating at least one uranium enrichment plant, development of a 

uranium bomb would give it the potential to build an arsenal of 

warheads to go with the longrange missiles it is developing. It will 

take time for outsiders to learn whether the bomb was actually 

composed of uranium. But the United States and its allies need to 

respond to the possibility that the Kim regime is headed down a 

more dangerous and provocative path. 

This should not mean trying once again to engage North 

Korea in negotiations: More than 15 years of such efforts have 

demonstrated that the United States lacks the leverage to induce 

the regime to give up its nukes. If any country has such leverage, it 

is China, which supplies its neighbor with fuel and food. U.S. 

diplomacy should be aimed first at pressuring Beijing to take 

responsibility for the growing menace on its doorstep. 
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 New Chinese leader Xi Jinping has the opportunity to change a 

policy that, in backing the Kim regime in the interest of 

“stability,” has made the Korean peninsula steadily more 

dangerous. 

Though sanctions on North Korea are already tight, the 

Obama administration should look for new ways that the U.S. 

financial system can be used to cut off the regime’s access to 

international banks. It should work to bring greater attention to the 

human rights calamity in the North. And it should accelerate work 

on missile-defense systems. North Korea must get the message 

that nuclear tests will be answered with sanctions, not concessions. 

China must understand that a failure to reverse the buildup will 

lead to a larger arms race in Asia. 
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Splitting up the spectrum 

By Editorial Board, Published: February 19 

WHO SHOULD be able to use the public airwaves? The 

Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is reorganizing the 

electromagnetic spectrum — which enables television signals to 

reach into Americans’ homes, radio into their cars, WiFi into their 

coffee shops and 4G cellphone service into their pockets — and 

The Post’sCecilia Kang reports that high-tech companies are doing 

battle with telecommunications firms over who will get which  
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share. 

Under a law Congress passed last year, the rights to use the 

portion of the spectrum currently devoted to UHF television 

broadcasting will be reclaimed and auctioned off to mobile 

broadband companies. That’s good. That portion of the spectrum 

is extremely valuable, because broadcast signals using those 

frequencies can easily penetrate concrete walls or bend around 

trees, and the country’s cellphone networks need it. These 

networks have revolutionized daily life, making immense 

quantities of information accessible to millions of Americans from 

practically anywhere. But as streaming video becomes more 

common, those networks will get increasingly creaky without 

more spectrum. 

Reserving freed-up spectrum for individual companies 

willing to pay for its exclusive use will promote network reliability 

and private investment in new communications infrastructure, 

since those firms — and their customers — would have assurance 

that their signals won’t be crowded and won’t encounter 

interference. 

To ensure that strong signals don’t interfere with one 

another, the FCC would create “guard bands” between the blocks 

it would license off. The FCC would then open up those guard 

bands for anyone to use for free, as long as they weren’t used to 

broadcast high-power signals. Similar arrangements in the past 

enabled the proliferation of baby monitors, cordless home phones, 

car key remotes — and WiFi signals. With slivers of spectrum  
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designated for unlicensed use at these new frequencies, it would 

be much easier to provide public wireless Internet access to whole 

cities or rural zones, for example, or to link smart electricity 

meters with utilities, home appliances and each other. Myriad 

other innovations would no doubt be possible with new, 

unlicensed spectrum available to all sorts of inventors. 

So, what’s the dispute? One side worries that regulators 

will make the guard bands too large, reserving more spectrum for 

unlicensed use than is necessary to prevent interference and 

thereby reducing what telecommunications companies could use 

to bolster their networks. And some even want to see the guard 

bands sold off. The other side pushes back that at least a handful 

of frequencies must be available for inventors to use freely; 

otherwise, high costs would deter valuable innovation. 

The FCC should base the size of the guard bands on the 

best reckoning of engineers on how wide they must be to serve 

their primary technical purpose. Anyone who has browsed 

recently through mobile- app stores knows that lots of useful 

innovation happens after spectrum is sold off. It’s very reasonable, 

though, for some of the public airwaves to be more publicly 

accessible, allowing free use of the spectrum that’s left over and 

enabling anyone from Google to would-be inventors tinkering in 

their garage to design low-power devices that would take 

advantage of it. 
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The case for a national ID card 

By Editorial Board, Published: February 3 

THE UNITED STATES has invested tens of billions of 

dollars in the past decade alone to foil illegal immigration — 

tightening the border, accelerating deportations, deputizing local 

police — while doing precious little to stop employers from hiring 

undocumented immigrants. 

That is fixable — by means of a universal national identity 

card — and must be fixed as part of any sensible overhaul of the 

nation’s immigration system. 

Critics of immigration reform are right that the last big 

attempt to fix the system, in 1986, was no fix at all. Millions of 

undocumented immigrants were given amnesty but without any 

effective provision to stop future illegal migrants from entering the 

country or overstaying their visas. 

If the current attempt to reform the system includes a 

provision to legalize some 11 million illegal immigrants — and we 

hope it does — it must not repeat the mistake of 1986. That means 

establishing mechanisms to ensure an adequate supply of legal 

immigrant labor, skilled and unskilled. And it means deterring 

unauthorized entry. 

There are two ways to achieve that goal. One is to deploy 

sensors, drones and thousands more agents along the border, as 

both the George W. Bush and Obama administrations have done, 

to significant effect. The other is to make it easy for companies to 

detect and reject undocumented job applicants and for the  
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government to prosecute employers who flout the law. If illegal 

immigrants can’t get jobs, they won’t come to this country. 

An effective solution would be to issue tamper-proof, 

biometric ID cards — using fingerprints or a comparably unique 

identifier — to all citizens and legal residents. Last week, both 

President Obama and a bipartisan group of eight senators seeking 

immigration reform urged something along those lines, without 

calling it a universal national identity card. That’s a major step 

forward. 

The senators proposed requiring job applicants to 

demonstrate legal status and identity by “non-forgeable electronic 

means,” along with “safeguards to protect American workers, 

prevent identity theft, and provide due process protections.” The 

president proposed a “fraud-resistant, tamper-resistant Social 

Security card,” among other secure documents, to prove work 

eligibility. 

Critics on both the civil-liberties left and the libertarian 

right have long resisted such cards as the embodiment of a Big 

Brother brand of government, omniscient, invasive and tentacular. 

Their criticisms ring hollow. 

More than a third of Americans (35 percent) possess 

passports, up from just 6 percent 20 years ago — and all passports 

issued since 2007 contain chips that enable biometric use of facial 

recognition technology. The proliferation of passports for foreign 

travel has not encroached on Americans’ civil liberties. Why 

would another form of ID, used for employment verification, pose  
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such a threat? 

Yes, unscrupulous employers could still ignore the law, but 

doing so would become riskier and more prone to enforcement. 

Critics contend that a national ID would only drive up the cost of 

counterfeit documents. Would they prefer that falsified documents 

are cheap? 

A phased-in, reliable ID might have other benefits — for 

instance, to safeguard voting. That should satisfy Republicans who 

insist that IDs prevent fraud at the ballot, as well as Democrats 

who believe Republicans want to suppress voting. 

Inevitably, there would be glitches and errors. But with 

effective safeguards for privacy and against government prying, 

the benefits would easily outweigh the costs. 
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The U.S. needs to tame the cyber-dragon 

By Editorial Board, Published: February 15 

THREE MAJOR U.S. newspapers — The Washington 

Post, the New York Times and the Wall Street Journal — reported 

recently that Chinese intruders hacked into their computer 

networks, snooping for passwords and information about coverage 

of China. The intrusions at the Times and the Journal coincided 

with an extraordinary period in recent months, during which 

China’s leaders and their extended families were shown by  
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investigative newspaper reports in the papers to have amassed 

huge fortunes and one of China’s most prominent politicians, Bo 

Xilai, fell from grace in a corruption scandal. 

China denies carrying out cyber-espionage, theft and 

disruption. But there is a growing amount of evidence that it is 

behind one of history’s great heists of intellectual property, a vast 

and multi-tentacled collection drive aimed at corporations, the 

U.S. government, universities, stock exchanges and think tanks, 

among others. The newspapers are only the latest example of 

companies that found footprints of the Chinese cyber-dragon in 

their corridors. 

China’s motivation in economic espionage is to steal 

technology that will help leapfrog generations of development; 

going after the military and newspapers is more like classic 

spying. The U.S. government spies on China, too, although U.S. 

intelligence agencies do not steal technology for the private sector. 

All of this raises a question: How should the United States 

respond? In the absence of action by Congress, President Obama 

has just issued an executive order intended to help the private 

sector defend against cyberattacks by China and others. But 

discussions with China itself have gone nowhere. The time is ripe 

for something stronger. In an interview with reporters before 

leaving office, Secretary of State Hillary Rodham 

Clinton said that the United States must make it clear to Beijing 

that there will be consequences for unbridled hacking. 
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Cold War-style arms control treaties are probably not 

workable in cyberspace, where attacks unfold at lightning speed 

and at the hands of hard-to-find hackers. But the United States 

could begin to speak more firmly to China’s leadership about the 

problem, perhaps threatening to deny visas or expel those found to 

be involved in economic espionage. If a little pressure does not 

succeed, the United States could ponder more aggressive options, 

such as whether to launch offensive cyber-assaults to preemptively 

disarm adversaries. That would be delicate and risky. As Ms. 

Clinton noted, this “can become a very unwelcome and even 

dangerous tit-for-tat that could be a crescendo of consequences, 

here and around the world, that no one wants to see happen.” 

China is no longer the poor and isolated nation of Mao’s 

day. In cyberspace, it must behave like a global economic 

superpower and not like a petty pickpocket. 
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TSA’s new rules on knives are safe and reasonable 

By Editorial Board, Published: March 13 

KNIVES ON planes: Can the Transportation Security 

Administration (TSA) be serious? 

That has been the reaction of some members of Congress 

to the TSA’s announcement that it will loosen restrictions on what  
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passengers can carry aboard airliners. Next month, federal airport 

screeners will no longer force you to surrender hockey sticks, golf 

clubs, toy baseball bats or pocketknives — as long as the blades 

don’t lock in place and aren’t too long. 

In fact, it makes sense for TSA agents to be looking for 

bombs that could bring down a plane, not scouring luggage for 

penknives. The agency is not and cannot be in the business of 

protecting every passenger and crewmember from every 

conceivable threat. If it tried, it would have to ban a lot more than 

knives, and its effort would cost far more money, gobble up more 

of passengers’ already overbooked airport time or both. 

Instead, government resources and travelers’ time should 

be spent with a sense of priority. Airplanes pose unique dangers 

that justify the frustration that comes with airport screening. 

Terrorists have committed mass murder by using planes as 

weapons: forcing them to crash and blowing them up in midair. In 

the post-Sept. 11 era of reinforced cockpit doors, savvy 

passengers, a more robust air marshal program and flight 

attendants trained in self-defense, allowing penknives onto planes 

would not result in such tragedies. 

The change would, however, lead to less hassle for the 

tourist who forgot to take her knife off her key ring and less 

wasted time for the screener who must do the hassling. Opponents 

charge that the opposite could be true; instead of just confiscating 

knives, TSA agents might have to measure blade lengths.  

   Presenting Case 

 

 

 

   Offering  

   Argument 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Reaching the  

   Verdict 

 

 

 

 

 

 



102 

 

Table 4.27  (Continued) 

 

Broadsheet’s editorial 27 Move Analysis 

Yet if X-ray screeners were allowed simply to let items that are 

obviously pocketknives pass through, that would surely result in 

fewer timeconsuming secondary bag inspections. The TSA, 

meanwhile, says that the screening process has gotten more 

efficient since it started allowing small scissors and knitting 

needles aboard in 2005 and lighters onto planes in 2007. 

Some also wonder why passengers should be allowed to 

carry knives on planes when they still have to take off their shoes 

for X-ray screening. But terrorists can and have fit improvised 

explosive devices into shoes. They could combine certain liquids 

in an airline cabin and cause a disaster. TSA is right to loosen up 

on pocketknives before such items as shoes and liquids. 

Instead of pouncing on the TSA for its rules change, 

lawmakers should enable — indeed, press — the agency to 

continue adding building a flexible and focused security system 

capable of blocking big and unexpected threats. 

   Reaching the  

   Verdict  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Recommending  

   Action 

    

 

 

Table 4.28  WP28 

 

Broadsheet’s editorial 28 Move Analysis 

Congress must act on violence against women 

By Editorial Board, Published: February 23 

ONE OF THE casualties of congressional gridlock last 

year was reauthorization of the Violence Against Women Act. The 

landmark law that caused a sea change in how the country deals 

with domestic violence fell victim to the partisanship and inertia  
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of Washington. But there are hopeful signs that Congress may be 

getting serious about resolving the differences that have held up 

the law’s authorization and that threaten important protections for 

victims in abusive relationships. 

The Senate and House last year each passed bills to 

reauthorize the act, but differences over new provisions for gay, 

immigrant and Native American victims of intimate partner 

violence — opposed by the Republican-led House — derailed 

reauthorization. The Senate this month gave strong bipartisan 

approval to a bill that rightly doesn’t retreat from providing 

services to abuse victims, no matter their sexual orientation or 

immigration status. But in a concession aimed at winning passage 

in the House, a proposed increase in the number of visas for 

victims who are undocumented was dropped. The Senate also 

agreed to toughen efforts to fight human trafficking and expand 

testing and cataloguing of rape kits, measures that also have been 

stalled. The bill got more support this year, 78 to 22, than last 

year, 68 to 31. 

There is still disagreement, though, about a provision in the 

bill that aims to tackle the high incidence of domestic and sexual 

abuse of Native American women by giving new powers to tribal 

police and courts. Native American women are at higher risk of 

abuse and sexual violence, but prosecution of these crimes often 

falls through the cracks. That’s because federal and state law 

enforcement authorities lack resources and are often separated by 

great distance from tribal lands, and tribal courts are not allowed  
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to get involved in crimes involving non-Indians or that are 

committed off tribal lands. The Senate bill includes 

comprehensive protections (rights to counsel, a speedy trial, due 

process, etc.) to all those prosecuted in tribal courts, but concerns 

persist. Two conservative House Republicans, Darrell Issa (Calif.) 

and Tom Cole (Okla.), have advanced a modification that would 

allow a case to be moved to federal court if defendants’ rights are 

violated. 

Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.), co-sponsor of the Senate bill along 

with Mike Crapo (R-Idaho), previously called the proposal “a 

reasonable, middle-ground position.” Other encouraging signs 

include a letter sent by 17 House Republicans to Speaker John A. 

Boehner (R-Ohio), urging action on an act that includes “all 

victims and perpetrators of domestic violence,” and comments 

from Mr. Boehner signaling he may be open to taking up the 

Senate bill. 

Reauthorization is long overdue, and so we hope Mr. 

Boehner is right when he says the House “will act in a timely 

fashion in some way.” 
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Washington’s last chance to help Syria 

By Editorial Board, Published: February 28 

IN HIS first trip as secretary of state, John F. Kerry has 

been raising expectations that the Obama administration will soon 

take new action to help the Syrian opposition. President Obama, 

he said Monday in London, “is currently evaluating precisely what 

steps we will take in order to . . . lead on this important issue.” He 

added: “We are determined that the Syrian opposition is not going 

to be dangling in the wind, wondering where the support is or if 

it’s coming.” 

Mr. Kerry spoke those words because he had to. Rebel 

leaders, fed up with America’s refusal to supply the weapons, 

money and training they need to accomplish the stated U.S. goal 

of ending the regime of Bashar al-Assad, were threatening to skip 

a “Friends of Syria” meeting in Rome on Thursday. But Mr. 

Kerry’s promises also set up an important test of credibility for 

him, and for the president. If the administration now fails to move 

decisively to break Syria’s bloody stalemate, it could lose what 

may be a last chance to partner with the more moderate forces 

challenging Mr. Assad and to steer the country toward a new 

regime that the West could support. 

What could those steps be? A State Department adviser on 

Syria during Mr. Obama’s first term, Frederick C. Hof, offered a 

good outline in a recent paper for the Atlantic Council. The United 

States, he said, should build “close working relationships” with 

“carefully vetted elements of the Free Syrian Army.” That means,  
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at the least, providing training, tactical intelligence and nonlethal 

equipment; we believe that heavy weapons are also essential. So 

far U.S. policy has been to refuse all aid to such groups — a 

practice that, as Mr. Hof puts it, ignores the reality that “men with 

weapons will be very influential in charting Syria’s future.” 

U.S. policy must also aim at helping the rebels establish a 

full-fledged alternative government on Syrian territory and 

recognizing it as the legal government of Syria. That would 

legitimize the supply of arms and allow the U.S. military to protect 

the Syrian population with airstrikes or Patriot anti-missile 

batteries, if that were necessary to stop the regime’s 

unconscionable targeting of civilian neighborhoods with missiles 

and artillery. It could also help to marginalize the growing al-

Qaeda presence in rebel forces. 

The Post reported Wednesday that the administration is 

considering the supply of nonlethal equipment to rebel forces, a 

measure Britain and France have already decided on. But in 

public, Mr. Kerry has spoken only of increased aid to the 

opposition Syrian National Coalition — which also has yet to 

receive direct U.S. aid. The Post has reported that new supplies of 

weapons are reaching rebels in southern Syria, probably with 

financing from Saudi Arabia and coordination by the United 

States. This is the extension of an operation that has been 

underway for some time, but it is too small to quickly decide the 

war. 
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Mr. Kerry still speaks of seeking “a political solution,” 

though the hope of brokering a deal between the regime and the 

rebels proved illusory long ago. He says that he aims to “change 

the calculation on the ground for President Assad,” as if it were 

still conceivable that this blood drenched butcher could be induced 

to quietly step down. And Mr. Kerry is still seeking the 

cooperation of Russia in ending the war, though Vladi mir Putin 

has made it clear that his first purpose in Syria is preventing a 

U.S.-engineered regime change. 

Such tactics are doomed to failure. They will serve only to 

prolong and intensify the bloodshed, to the ultimate benefit of al-

Qaeda and those, such as Iran’s leaders, who would prefer endless 

civil war to any change of government. If the Obama 

administration is to lead on Syria, it must commit itself to steps 

that can bring about the early collapse of the regime and its 

replacement by a representative and responsible alternative. Only 

direct political and military intervention on the side of the 

opposition can make that happen. 
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Restore the ability to unlock cellphones 

By Editorial Board, Published: March 11 

FED UP with your mobile phone service? Think you’ll 

change wireless providers at some point? If you bought your  
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phone after January, it’s criminal for you to “unlock” it, so that 

it’ll work on a different network, without your current provider’s 

permission. Not just illegal — criminal. 

If you think that isn’t right, the White House has 

announced that it agrees with you — but, as the National Journal 

reports, only to a point. 

The Digital Millennium Copyright Act, passed by 

Congress in 1998, prohibited consumers from circumventing 

technological restrictions on what they can do with the music, 

DVDs, software and, as it turned out, even the cellphones that they 

buy. The idea was to prevent illegal copying and dissemination of 

copyrighted works. But lawmakers recognized that Congress could 

not anticipate all of the potentially negative consequences of that 

broad rule. So they empowered the Library of Congress to grant 

specific and temporary exceptions to the law every three years. 

In 2006 and 2010, the library decided that cellphone users 

should be allowed to unlock their own phones if their carriers 

wouldn’t. But following a recent pitch from the wireless industry, 

the library determined in its most recent review that consumers no 

longer need the exception. Carriers say they unlock users’ phones 

under many conditions, and customers can find phones that are 

unlocked from the start. The wireless industry, meanwhile, insists 

that preventing users from unlocking their phones is an important 

protection of its business model, under which wireless providers 
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subsidize the purchase of phones when customers sign up for a 

lengthy service contract. 

But why should the government guarantee the viability of 

that business model — especially at the threat of criminal penalty? 

And why should copyright law be misused to do it? The industry 

has other tools available, beginning with hefty penalties for 

breaking a contract, to make the costs and benefits of these 

arrangements explicit to consumers. If the business model is 

indeed viable, companies should flourish under those conditions, 

as they did during the years in which mobile customers had the 

Library of Congress’s permission to unlock their phones. 

In response to an online petition, R. David Edelman, 

President Obama’s senior adviser for Internet, innovation and 

privacy, announced that the White House would support “narrow 

legislative fixes” to change the phoneunlocking policy 

permanently. “Neither criminal law nor technological locks,” he 

wrote, “should prevent consumers from switching carriers when 

they are no longer bound by a service agreement or other 

obligation.” What, though, about those who want to pay an early-

termination fee to break their service agreements? Or those who 

want to use their phones on different networks while abroad 

without asking for permission? We can’t think of a good reason 

why they should be subject to the threat of criminal sanction for 

unlocking their devices. Neither, we trust, will Congress as it 

examines the issue. 
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Matrons miss the bus 

Last Updated: 10:45 PM, February 23, 2013 

Posted: 10:18 PM, February 23, 2013 

When Local 1181 of the Amalgamated Transit Union sent 

its school-bus drivers and matrons out on strike, it claimed to be 

protecting their jobs. Now that the strike has collapsed, we wonder 

whether those workers still think the union was, in fact, doing that. 

In particular, we wonder about the more than 100 matrons 

who thought the end of the strike meant a return to their jobs — 

only to learn that they no longer had them. 

Joseph Fazzia, owner of Canal Escorts in Red Hook, 

informed these workers that he was shutting down his company 

because the work stoppage had cost him hundreds of thousands of 

dollars in lost income. 

As a result, these women lost their jobs. 

Fazzia, who runs two other bus companies, invited the 

workers to apply to one of those. That will require them to join 

Teamsters Local 854, which didn’t strike. But even if they switch, 

there’s no guarantee they will ever get their jobs back. 

This should be especially embarrassing for the ATU. The 

union was demanding that the city require the bus companies to 

include guaranteed, seniority-based job security in upcoming 

contract negotiations. Unfortunately for the workers, the courts 

made clear that the city was not legally bound to make such a 

requirement. 
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Some may think the matrons got what they deserved. Our 

view is that there’s no room for gloating. The real story here is 

that, once again, workers have been harmed by the bad judgment 

of a union that claims to represent their best interests. 

For private-sector unions, the whole incident underscores 

an obvious truth that is too often ignored: At the end of the day, 

businesses have bottom lines they have to meet if they are to 

remain going concerns. Workers have a stake in their company 

meeting that bottom line, because if they can’t, the company will 

shut down and the workers will lose their jobs. 

Just ask those 100 unfortunate bus matrons, who are now 

looking for other work because an unwise job action their union 

initiated on the grounds that it would give them greater job 

security has instead ended up taking away the jobs they had. 
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NY’s Les Misérables 

Last Updated: 11:12 PM, February 9, 2013 

Posted: 10:30 PM, February 9, 2013 

With almost no public announcement, Gov. Cuomo has put 

in place a policy that will send the mentally ill out on the street 

with no regard for public safety. That will be the consequence of 

new regulations that limit the mentally ill to 25% of the population 

in privately run adult homes and forbid the homes from taking in  
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new residents. Instead, these people are to be placed into 

“community housing.” 

The regulations come despite a warning from City Hall that 

the state is putting the cart before the horse by not having services 

or funding in place to make the policy work. 

As one adult-home operator told The Post, most residents 

of such facilities “need reminders several times a day to take their 

medications and see their doctors.” Indeed, many of those affected 

by this decision “used to be in homeless shelters and went from 

hospital to hospital.” 

So what’s behind this move? Certainly Albany has been 

under pressure from the Obama administration. It’s also part of the 

state’s attempt to comply with a ruling from our good friend, 

federal Judge Nicholas Garaufis, who says that institutionalizing 

the mentally ill in adult homes violates the Americans with 

Disabilities Act. 

The idea is essentially to empty adult homes — where 

residents are under constant supervision — by moving the 

mentally ill into “supportive” apartments to live on their own, with 

only minimal oversight. 

Such a move shirks two responsibilities of the state: to 

protect the general public and to help ensure that the mentally ill 

get the care they need. These are real concerns. The public has a 

right to be protected from those who threaten their safety. That’s 

especially true of those who are a danger when they refuse to take 

their medication. 
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Ask Pat Webdale, whose daughter Kendra was shoved to 

her death in 1999 by a schizophrenic who’d stopped taking his 

meds. She calls this policy “the same as putting people on the 

street.”  

That’s precisely what happened back in the ’70s and ’80s 

under a policy that emptied institutions — and led directly to the 

massive homeless crisis. 

The state’s new policy essentially moves mentally ill 

people who are unprepared to take care of themselves into local 

communities that don’t have in place the services these folks need. 

We’ve been here before.  

And New York has come too far to risk a return to the days 

when the problem of the mentally ill was dumped onto the streets, 

making the city at once less caring and less livable. 
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Cuomo parts the waters 

Last Updated: 12:15 AM, February 5, 2013 

Posted: 10:54 PM, February 4, 2013 

Shortly after Hurricane Sandy struck last October, Gov. 

Cuomo traveled to battered Long Beach, where he vowed that 

we’re not “going to just rebuild, we’re going to rebuild better than 

ever before.” 
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It turns out that by “better,” the governor meant “smarter.” 

That’s the gist of his plan to spend up to $400 million to buy 

homes in dangerous flood zones likely to be inundated again — 

and then raze them and leave the property vacant. The money 

would come from the $51 billion federal-aid package for Sandy 

relief. 

In his State of the State speech this year, the governor put it this 

way: “There are some parcels that Mother Nature owns.” 

We’ll have to see the details, but the governor’s plan 

strikes us as an excellent way to save lives and dollars. Right now, 

many people have beachfront homes in areas vulnerable to 

flooding. They’re encouraged to do so by a federally subsidized 

flood insurance program that has itself fallen billions into the red 

because of Hurricane Katrina. 

Now, if people want beachfront houses where they can’t 

get private insurance, that’s their business. It becomes the public’s 

business when folks from Austin to Astoria are asked to subsidize 

that choice. 

Let’s be clear: This is not to scoff at the real tragedy so 

many of our communities have endured. It’s understandable that 

many people won’t want to leave homes that have been in their 

families for decades, no matter how generous the offer. 

But others, looking at the depressed prices for their 

properties and having dealt with serious floods before, may be 

eager to take advantage of an offer to sell based on the pre-

hurricane full market value. 
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In short, Cuomo’s plan offers a way out for those hit 

hardest by Sandy while taking taxpayers off the hook for people’s 

private housing decisions. It’s one of the few uses of taxpayer 

dollars that may actually save money in the long run. 
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Cuomo’s sunset strip 

Last Updated: 11:55 PM, February 20, 2013 

Posted: 11:08 PM, February 20, 2013 

Gov. Cuomo yesterday said he’s introducing a bill that will 

force New York City, finally, to grade its teachers. Now it’ll be up 

to parents to grade Cuomo: Will his bill truly lead to better 

educations for their kids? 

Ultimately, the proof will be in the numbers: Today, barely 

a few dozen teachers (of some 74,000!) are let go each year for 

poor teaching — though the state says roughly two-thirds of city 

kids aren’t prepared for college or a job after four years of high 

school. New Yorkers will know Cuomo’s measure has teeth when 

they see more teachers being fired for poor performance. 

That may in turn hinge on whether it includes a provision 

that will see the evaluation system expire, or “sunset,” within a 

few years. The city teachers union is demanding a sunset clause. It 

knows that since the dismissal process can take a while, a sunset 

provision might effectively ensure that no one is ever fired. 
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Yesterday, Cuomo said that under his bill the state 

education commissioner would impose his own plan if the city and 

union can’t agree on one by June 1 — and would decide if and 

when the plan would expire. 

Huh? Can’t Cuomo & Co. come up with a plan that doesn’t need 

to sunset? 

Not only could an expiration date protect bad teachers; it 

could force the city to renegotiate with the union each year, giving 

labor another club with which to beat the city into agreeing to 

more favorable contracts — say, with higher pay. 

Cuomo & Co. might argue that, like teachers, evaluation systems 

need periodic reevaluation, and thus sunset dates. 

But if sunsets are good policy, we have a proposal: Why 

not sunset the Triborough Amendment? This is the state law that 

gives public employees, including teachers, automatic raises when 

contract talks stall. 

So long as the sun won’t set on a law that removes any 

incentive for teachers unions to agree to contracts they don’t like, 

why should it set on any system to grade them? 
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Immigration: Fix it! 

Last Updated: 11:48 PM, January 29, 2013 

Posted: 10:33 PM, January 29, 2013 

President Obama had it absolutely right yesterday in 

Nevada when he said our immigration system no longer serves our 

nation’s interests — and now is the time for “common sense, 

comprehensive” reform. So we hope the president also meant it 

when he called on Washington “to find common ground and move 

forward in common purpose” to get us there. 

We say this because there seems to be some doubt about 

his commitment. That would explain why the Senate’s “Gang of 

8” — four Democrats and four Republicans — upstaged the 

president by announcing its own bipartisan proposal the day 

before he took up the issue. 

If senators have their doubts, it may be because they know 

the man they are dealing with. The last time immigration reform 

was on the table, in 2007, it was because President George W. 

Bush and Sen. John McCain put it there, and Sen. Ted Kennedy 

worked with them in good faith to get a bill passed. As Obama 

noted yesterday, “You don’t get that match-up very often.” 

So how did then-Sen. Barack Obama respond at the time? 

While claiming to support reform, he backed 11th-hour poison 

pills, such as an amendment introduced by Democrat Byron 

Dorgan to sunset a guest-worker provision important for GOP 

support. In the end, Sen. Obama’s vote for this mischievous 

amendment (in opposition to Kennedy) gave it its margin of  
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victory. 

Back then, Politico described the dynamics this way: “The 

biggest threats to an immigration bill spearheaded by 

Massachusetts Sen. Edward M. Kennedy have come from within: 

Twice this week, senators from his own Democratic Party were 

poised to back amendments that could have killed the fragile 

compromise.” 

Weakened from within, the bill was fatally doomed when 

conservative opinion turned on Bush for supporting “amnesty.” 

This time ’round, by contrast, reform has in its corner one 

of the conservative movement’s brightest stars, Florida Sen. 

Marco Rubio. Like Rubio, we recognize the hard work to be done 

on the details — e.g., securing the border, bringing in from the 

cold the 11 million illegals already here and instituting a guest-

worker program. As we debate, we do well to remind ourselves of 

the goal: an immigration system that tackles illegality by offering 

a clear and lawful path for people of talent and enterprise. 

We agree with the president: The moment and the 

momentum are now one. 

We’d just point out that success in 2013 largely hangs on 

his willingness to make the compromises and show the leadership 

that Bush, Kennedy and McCain did back in 2007. 
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A strategic sorry 

Last Updated: 12:27 AM, March 23, 2013 

Posted: 10:49 PM, March 22, 2013 

President Obama saved the breakthrough for the final 

moments of his Israel trip: He persuaded Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu to apologize to Turkey for the 2010 Israeli naval raid 

on a Gaza-bound aid ship. 

Netanyahu had long resisted the demand by Turkey’s 

Islamist prime minister, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, that he formally 

apologize for a raid in which nine Turks were killed. And rightly 

so: Even a UN-sponsored investigation determined that Israel’s 

action was legal under international law. 

But Turkey broke off relations, expelled Israel’s 

ambassador and launched a trial in absentia of top Israeli military 

officials — which Erdogan has now canceled. Not only that, but 

after the phone call from Netanyahu, the two agreed they should 

resume diplomatic relations. 

What gives? Short answer: Syria and Iran. 

Israel and Turkey are both threatened by Syria’s chaos and Iran’s 

pursuit of nukes. 

Longer answer: The apology is hardly the spur-of-the-

moment decision it seems to be. Obama has been pressuring both 

sides to end the crisis; Israel and Turkey have been in secret talks; 

last month, Israel supplied advanced electronic warfare systems to 

Turkey’s air force, and just last week Turkey reportedly signed a 

strategic agreement with the Kurdish underground, which has 

bases in Syria. 
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Ironically, yesterday’s reconciliation may have been helped 

by Erdogan’s recent condemnation of Zionism as a “crime against 

humanity.” He reportedly was so taken aback by Washington’s 

strong criticism that he rushed to make public amends. 

Let’s hope it all adds up to a more united front against 

Tehran and Damascus.  
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A pregnant pause 

Last Updated: 11:17 PM, March 23, 2013 

Posted: 10:54 PM, March 23, 2013 

Forty-eight percent of first births in America are to 

unmarried women. We did a double-take when we first saw the 

figure. Turns out that it’s just one of the startling numbers in a new 

report sponsored by the National Campaign to Prevent Teen and 

Unplanned Pregnancy, the Relate Institute and the National 

Marriage Project at the University of Virginia. 

The report is called “Knot Yet: The Benefits and Costs of 

Delayed Marriage in America,” and it starts with a basic fact: 

Women of all educational and socioeconomic groups are 

postponing marriage — often until after they’ve had at least one 

child. 

For women as a whole, says the report, the median age at  
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first birth is 25.7, while the median age at first marriage is 26.5. 

The authors call this trend to childbearing before marriage the 

“Great Crossover.” 

But the impact can be very different for different groups. 

Delaying marriage translates into higher annual income for all 

women — but especially for college educated women. It also 

seems to bring down the divorce rate. 

For American women outside the elite, the price of 

delaying marriage but not motherhood can be high. These are the 

people the report describes as “Middle American” women — 

“moderately educated women with a high-school degree and 

perhaps a year or two of college.” For these people, the 

consequence for their earnings, their children’s welfare and even 

their happiness are not good. 

Partly, it’s cultural: Marriage is no longer seen as necessary to 

start a family. Some of this is because we have more children of 

divorce, who are more wary about making a commitment. Some of 

it is because working-class men are finding it more difficult to 

provide for families.  

Whatever the reason, the authors say it is leading to two 

different outcomes for American women. 

Here in New York, the mayor is now trying to address one 

sliver of this phenomena: teen pregnancy. In recent weeks, the 

administration has posted ads around the city about the impact of 

unplanned pregnancy on teenagers. By almost every measure, 

these young moms and their children will have less-satisfying and  
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less-productive lives — not to mention the greater potential for 

dependency. 

The point is that the growing trend toward having babies 

before marrying isn’t just something that preachers worry about. 

It’s something that policymakers need to be concerned about, as 

well. Fixing the problem will be nowhere near as easy as 

identifying it. But it’s a welcome start. 
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Street smarts 

Last Updated: 11:51 PM, February 20, 2013 

Posted: 11:06 PM, February 20, 2013 

Mayor Bloomberg may have been inartful when he 

declared Tuesday that “no one is sleeping on the streets.” But the 

attacks on him for it have been worse. 

In a literal sense, Bloomberg misspoke: Obviously some 

folks are sleeping on the streets. But it’s equally obvious that he 

meant no one is on the streets because the city put them there. And 

that was the charge he was responding to. 

Remember, city shelters — which house an estimated 

48,000 people — are designed to offer temporary relief as a last 

resort. 

The goal is to provide for those in need while insisting that 

those who have other options (e.g., staying with relatives) do not  
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drain precious resources. 

Meeting that responsibility became harder last week when 

an appellate panel upheld a ruling that struck down a requirement 

that people seeking shelter demonstrate they have no other choice. 

The decision was not based on the merits. Instead, the 

courts say the city failed to allow sufficient public input before 

implementing its policy. 

But let’s face it: Some folks choose the streets. Remember 

Jeffrey Hillman, the barefoot man whose photo went viral last fall 

after a big-hearted city cop bought him a pair of shoes? Turns out 

Hillman had access to the city shelters and family members 

willing to take him in. Yet, for his own reasons, Hillman chose the 

streets — and there are more like him than some homeless 

advocates care to admit. 

So, yes, Bloomberg could have been more clear. But no 

one is served when people pretend not to understand a truth 

because a distortion better serves their agendas. 
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Wait ’til next year 

Last Updated: 12:06 AM, March 30, 2013 

Posted: 11:35 PM, March 29, 2013 

Even as City Council Speaker Christine Quinn bragged 

yesterday about the deal she struck to mandate paid sick leave, she 

tacitly admitted the harm it would do. And it’s likely to get worse 

next year — no matter who becomes mayor. 

“We wanted to do [a paid-sick-leave mandate] in a way 

that was mindful of the economy and small businesses,” Quinn 

said. Translation: It will squeeze businesses and the workers who 

depend on them for jobs, but she’s worked to minimize the 

damage. 

How reassuring. 

It all raises a key question: Why harm the economy at all? 

As Mayor Bloomberg, who vowed to veto the bill, put it: “There is 

never a good time to make New York City less competitive.” He’s 

right — but Quinn has enough votes to override his veto. 

There’s no secret about the reason for Quinn’s sudden 

consent to the sick-leave bill, after having blocked it for three 

years: She’s now running for mayor. Her Democratic rivals were 

using the bill to score big points; her council colleagues were 

threatening an open revolt; and passing it wins her key union 

support. 
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Yes, the compromise is better than the hard-line bill 

demanded by most of the council: It raises the minimum number 

of employees needed for coverage and doesn’t kick in until next 

spring. 

But what will happen when New York has a new mayor, 

council and speaker? For such “compromises” are inevitably just a 

starting point. With Bloomberg gone and a more activist speaker, 

look for council members to “fix” this bill — by expanding it. And 

it won’t end with paid sick leave. 

The best way to improve life for city workers is not by 

imposing politically motivated diktats on employers. It’s by giving 

business the freedom it needs to create a dynamic, expanding 

economy. 

When the economy is growing, businesses are more 

generous because they are making more money, and workers have 

more choices because there are more jobs. 

They also have more leverage, because they no longer have 

to cling to bad jobs and bad bosses who won’t give them a sick 

day they need. Everyone is better off.  

Except the pols. 
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Quinn’s power pander 

Last Updated: 10:50 PM, February 9, 2013 

Posted: 10:30 PM, February 9, 2013 

In response to the countless overhead wires downed by 

Hurricane Sandy, the City Council last week ordered a study of the 

idea of burying electric power lines underground. If the project 

ends up a go, we know just who Council Speaker Chris Quinn 

would have pick up the tab: somebody else. 

Somebody, that is, other than those who’ll be using the electricity. 

That was surely the logic behind the missive Quinn fired 

off to Con Ed a few days earlier, in which she demanded that it 

shore up parts of its post-Sandy infrastructure — without raising 

rates. 

“Many New Yorkers are still recovering from the effects of 

Hurricane Sandy,” Quinn wrote. “For a private company that New 

York City relies on for vital services to propose a rate increase 

now is a burden on city residents and an impediment to the 

recovery process.” 

Whom would Quinn have foot the bill for Con Ed 

infrastructure work if not the people who use its service? You 

guessed it: somebody else. 

Quinn was writing in response to the utility’s request for a 

wholly reasonable 3.4% rate hike. The increase, one of the 

smallest in years, would generate some $400 million next year and 

go mainly to improving infrastructure. Con Ed envisions outlays 

of some $1 billion for upgrades to help safeguard the system 
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against future Sandys. 

It’s also worth remembering that the utility was slated to 

petition officials for a routine increase nearly eight months ago, 

reflecting its own higher bills. It held off until new infrastructure 

costs imposed by Sandy’s damage made it impossible to delay any 

longer. 

As a regulated utility, Con Ed has to adhere to a simple 

formula: costs plus 8%. Quinn may claim that shareholders and 

investors can make do with less than 8% — but if they don’t see 

an adequate return on investment, they’ll simply park their money 

somewhere else. And without their cash, how would Con Ed 

finance repairs? 

This simple concept explains why the state’s Public 

Service Commission generally OKs hikes for the utility. Bottom 

line: Higher costs equals higher rates for customers. 

By the way, guess who’s helping to drive up those costs? 

Right again: folks like Quinn and her fellow pols, who impose 

(hidden) city and state taxes on electric use that account for as 

much 25% of the average New Yorker’s Con Ed bill. 

No doubt Quinn knows all this. But as the mayoral race 

grows near, she’s like so many of the candidates: in full pander 

mode. Big mistake. If Quinn wants to impress voters, she might 

look to demonstrate her command of the financing process — and 

tell ratepayers straight out that if they want a storm-proof energy 

grid, they’ll have to pay for it. 

Because there is no “somebody else.” 
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Smoke gets in their eyes 

Last Updated: 11:19 PM, January 27, 2013 

Posted: 10:19 PM, January 27, 2013 

Why are Michael Bloomberg and Andrew Cuomo so 

determined to send tax revenues New York badly needs to other 

states? 

In a new study, the Michigan-based Mackinac Center 

reckons that three out of every five cigarettes smoked by New 

Yorkers were bought in other states. Some are then resold here 

illegally. 

Either way, it means the market is finding a way around state and 

city taxes. 

Simple arithmetic explains why. As the Mackinac study 

points out, New York has the nation’s highest cigarette tax at 

$4.35 per pack. The city slaps another $1.50 on top of that, for a 

total tax of $5.85 per pack. 

That creates a powerful incentive for people to buy their 

smokes elsewhere. City smokers, for example, can cut their tax in 

half just by hopping over to New Jersey, where the tax is only 

$2.70 per pack, or up to Connecticut, where it’s only $3. 

They might also try one of the Indian reservations upstate, 

where Gov. Cuomo turns a blind eye to tribes illegally selling 

cigarettes to those who do not live on the reservation. Or they can 

buy cigarettes smuggled in from North Carolina or New 

Hampshire, where the rates are respectively 45 cents and $1.78 per 

pack. 
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That means fewer sales for our businesses — and less tax 

revenue for New York city and state. The convenience-store 

industry estimates that evasion costs New York state $1.7 billion a 

year in lost cigarette-tax revenue. 

In short, having the highest cigarette taxes in the land 

carries another price: New Yorkers are now subsidizing the 

budgets of other governors with their tax revenues. 
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Albany Plays, Public Pays 

Last Updated: 1:25 AM, February 17, 2013 

Posted: 10:30 PM, February 16, 2013 

How do you spell P-A-R-T-Y? If you are a New York 

politician, you spell it C-O-N-F-E-R-E-N-C-E. As in “the New 

York State Association of Black and Puerto Rican Legislators 

42nd Annual Legislative Conference and Concert” — which 

began Friday and runs through tonight. 

The official conference schedule on the association’s Web 

site notes that in addition to various receptions and a concert 

featuring Grammy Award winner Faith Evans, there are two gala 

dances.  

But The Post last Sunday reported one key item 

conveniently absent from the official program: The festivities will 

be underwritten in part with $12,000 from New York City’s  
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 taxpayers. 

The obvious question is: Why? The official story is that the 

“conference” is a bipartisan endeavor designed to explore various 

issues of agreement among the members. Blah, blah, blah. 

The reality is that this is a partisan bash. After all, the 

association sponsoring it — like the City Council itself — is 

primarily made up of Democrats. 

Even so, a spokesman for Council Speaker Chris Quinn 

defended this use of taxpayer dollars on the curious grounds that 

“this is an event that’s been going on for years.” 

But this is an argument against rather than for. Just because 

politicians have been spending taxpayer dollars on dubious items 

before is no argument for keeping it going today. 

Maybe there was once a day when $12,000 could be 

defended as a small luxury perk for politicians. But in a tough 

economy, when ordinary families are struggling to make ends 

meet, they have a right to expect their political leaders to set a 

better example. 

Queens Councilman Dan Halloran had it exactly right 

when he told The Post he didn’t see how legislators can justify 

spending this money “when each year in our budget battles we’re 

fighting about firehouse and library closures.” 

Now, there’s nothing wrong with a group of legislators 

coming together for a conference if they want to. The same for a 

party. 
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But there’s no reason the taxpayers should be forced to 

subsidize it. A message from the Association’s chairman, State 

Assemblyman Nick Perry, reminds members that part of this 

year’s theme is, “It’s a Hard Road to a Better Place.” 

He’s got that right. 

If the conference events are as valuable and entertaining as 

the program promises, legislators should have no problem 

reaching into their own pockets to pay for it. 
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Randi’s immigration spoiler 

Last Updated: 10:22 PM, February 5, 2013 

Posted: 10:17 PM, February 5, 2013 

While the entire national press corps focuses on whether 

Republicans will kill immigration reform, Randi Weingarten has 

dropped a poison pill of her own. 

No, the president of the American Federation of Teachers 

doesn’t call it that. Instead, it takes the form of a new report issued 

by a coalition of union and activist groups that aims “to end the 

systematic abuse of international workers who are recruited to 

work in the United States.” 

The report would “solve” that abuse through a host of new 

regulations that would make it more difficult and expensive for  
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for workers to come here in the first place. 

We’re not surprised the AFT is on board. If you think of 

our public schools primarily as a jobs program, it makes perfect 

sense. 

We don’t minimize abuses, particularly by unscrupulous 

middlemen. But the answer is ending the need for a middleman by 

cutting red tape to give us a clean and straightforward guest-

worker system that America needs and workers can understand. 

This also happens to be the best way to get the bipartisan 

sign-on needed for an immigration bill to pass. Somehow, we 

think Weingarten already knows that. 
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Death of a child 

Last Updated: 10:10 AM, March 2, 2013 

Posted: 10:55 PM, March 1, 2013 

Parents are not meant to bury their children. So we know 

every mom and dad shares the heartbreak of the parents of Amar 

Diarrassouba — the 6-year-old Harlem boy crushed by a truck’s 

back wheel while walking to school with his brother. 

In the hours since, this case has moved from the tragic to 

the criminal. Police Commissioner Ray Kelly says that 25 minutes 

before the truck hit, crossing guard Flavia Roman falsely called in  
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to police to say she was on duty. That would mean Roman was 

also lying after the accident when she claimed she had been on a 

short bathroom break when the boy was killed. 

No system is perfect. Even with a guard on duty, there can 

still be accidents. And police certainly need to investigate whether 

the driver of the truck was in any way at fault. 

CROSS GUARD IS A DIRTY 'LIAR' 

PARENTS: WE HAD PETITION TO AX HER 

But Roman has put herself in a wholly different category. 

Not only did she abandon the schoolchildren she was supposed to 

protect, police say she lied about it. Some parents say they have 

seen no guard at her intersection before. Others say they have 

watched Roman gabbing when she should have been doing her 

job. 

Now it’s up to the city. New York’s criminal-justice 

system has a duty to hold this guard liable for her words and her 

actions. The authorities need to probe this case thoroughly — and 

pursue the full measure of punishment allowed by the law. 

New York City employs more than 2,000 crossing guards 

to keep its schoolchildren safe as they navigate Gotham’s busy 

streets and cross dangerous intersections. Those who take these 

jobs take on an important public trust. Amar Diarrassouba’s death 

is a reminder of the terrible price that the innocent pay when 

someone in a position of public trust blows off that responsibility.  
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New York's bum rap 

Last Updated: 7:16 AM, February 11, 2013 

Posted: February 11, 2013 

Think a return to the bad old days when New York was a 

cesspool of crime and grime is impossible? Guess again. 

As The Post’s Michael Gartland recently reported, Grand 

Central Terminal is once again being flooded by droves of 

homeless people. And police insist there’s little they can do about 

it. 

They do periodically roust the vagrants. But they won’t 

forcibly remove them until 2 a.m., when the station closes for the 

night. 

It’s ironic that this news should come just as Grand Central 

— having been restored to its former grandeur and reclaiming its 

rightful place as one of New York’s crown jewels — celebrates its 

100th anniversary. 

Before Ed Koch became mayor, the terminal was a symbol 

of hopelessness and despair. Even well into Koch’s tenure, Grand 

Central was basically the city’s largest homeless shelter, with 

some 500 people — many if not most of them mentally ill — 

living there at any given time. 

Since then, a whole generation of New Yorkers has now 

grown up never having known that depressing era — nor learning 

the lesson that when public places become inhospitable to the 

general public, it has a mushrooming effect. Witness what 

happened to the surrounding neighborhoods when Occupy Wall  
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Street took over Zuccotti Park.  

Obviously, the city must do more to address the homeless 

problem than just evict them from public places. But let’s hope we 

don’t have to refight the obvious: You do neither the city nor the 

homeless any favors by allowing the latter to make their home in 

Grand Central Terminal. 
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Stringing out of Jews 

Last Updated: 7:34 AM, February 11, 2013 

Posted: February 11, 2013 

Here comes the latest court battle over religious liberty. 

Out in Westhampton Beach, Orthodox Jews are now taking a five-

year legal battle to trial. 

At issue are their plans to build an eruv, an artificial 

perimeter — formed by placing a string on existing wires — that 

allows observant Jews to perform some otherwise prohibited tasks 

on the Sabbath. 

Even if you know they’re there, they’re almost impossible 

to spot. There are dozens of eruvim around the country, including 

a large swath of Manhattan. 

But anti-eruv outfits, such as Jewish People for the 

Betterment of Westhampton Beach, claim that an eruv would 

violate the separation of church and state. Last week, a federal  
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judge dismissed one such lawsuit, but two suits by the pro-eruv 

community will be argued by mid-April. 

This isn’t the first time an eruv has been challenged on 

establishment grounds. Mostly, these challenges have failed, in 

good part because they mistakenly assume the purpose of the First 

Amendment is to guarantee freedom from religion. 

As Eric Rassbach of the Becket Fund for Religious Liberty 

notes, “The First Amendment doesn’t require us to tolerate speech 

— it requires us to protect it. The same is true of free exercise.” 

In more candid moments, some eruv opponents admit that 

what they really fear is that an eruv would attract Orthodox Jews 

to their community. This, of course, is the same argument once 

used to keep African-Americans and other minorities out of all-

white towns: There goes the neighborhood. 

And it’s no less odious today than it was back then.  
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A judge’s double whammy 

Last Updated: 2:13 AM, February 23, 2013 

Posted: 11:26 PM, February 22, 2013 

In ruling that Albany must ship an extra $260 million in 

school aid to New York City, a Manhattan judge Thursday 

claimed that, absent the cash, students might be “placed at risk 

academically.” 
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Welcome to Opposite Land. 

In truth, no city kid is likely to be endangered without the 

funding — but Joe and Jane Taxpayer surely will be hurt with it. 

After all, state aid doesn’t float down from Mars. The 

money comes out of the pockets of New York state taxpayers 

(especially those in the city, who foot a disproportionate share of 

the bill). 

These taxpayers are already paying more per student than 

most of the rest of America. Last September, the Citizens Budget 

Commission pegged 2010-2011 city school spending at $20,276 

per kid — about twice the national average of just $10,292. 

The lack of yet another $260 million (little more than 1 

percent of City Hall’s total yearly school bill) isn’t likely to make 

much difference in kids’ education. 

What can make a difference is a better class of teacher. 

And Gov. Cuomo’s attempt to withhold funds — those that 

Supreme Court Justice Manuel Mendez has now ordered released 

— was meant as just punishment for the teachers union’s failure to 

allow a meaningful teacher-rating system in the city that could 

produce just that. 

As we’ve said before, Cuomo was foolish from the start to 

assume the union would ever agree to a plan that could lead to the 

dismissal of any of its members, no matter how ineffective they 

may be. 
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But with Mendez’s ruling, the city now loses twice: 

Schools remain stuck with poor teachers — and taxpayers have to 

shell out more on them nonetheless. 
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Nice park if you can get it 

Last Updated: 12:00 AM, February 28, 2013 

Posted: 11:00 PM, February 27, 2013 

In Greenwich Village, New Yorkers are witnessing the 

collision of two liberal pieties— higher education and 

neighborhood preservation. 

On the one side is New York University, which has an 

ambitious, 20-year expansion plan. That’s been approved by the 

City Council. 

No doubt that, in addition to an appreciation for the jobs 

and business an NYU expansion would bring, the council is aware 

that higher education has become a key component of New York’s 

economic future. 

On the other side is the Not In My Back Yard naysayers 

who constitute the “Stop NYU” campaign. They include, most 

famously, Broadway star Matthew Broderick, who pines for the 

“different and quirky” Greenwich Village of his youth. 
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On Tuesday — with Broderick in attendance — a court 

granted expansion opponents a victory on a procedural issue. This 

was their claim that expansion is illegal because the city gave four 

plots of “parkland” to NYU without the state Legislature’s 

approval. The judge ordered both sides to submit papers stating 

their positions. 

Broderick says the issue is “personal.” It certainly is. Not 

only did he grow up in The Village, he and his wife, actress Sarah 

Jessica Parker, have done well by it. A few years back, they 

plunked down $19 million for a Village townhouse they are now 

trying to sell for $25 million. 

Not everyone opposing the NYU expansion is as rich and 

famous as Broderick. But The Village’s bohemian reputation is 

more nostalgia than reality, as it has evolved into one of 

Manhattan’s most upscale neighborhoods. 

Having made it themselves, Village opponents of NYU 

appear determined to make it as expensive and difficult as possible 

for anything around them to change — no matter the costs to 

others. 

In short, the battle here isn’t about historic buildings or 

neighborhoods. It’s about the city’s capacity to compete in the 

21st century. 

That includes the city’s private colleges and universities, 

which over the past two decades have increased their employment 

77 percent. 
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In the rarefied world of Greenwich Village, even a 

university counts as an unwelcome development. So here’s our 

idea: If the NYU footprint is too big, how about something 

smaller? 

Say, a Walmart? 
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City Hall smoke signals 

Last Updated: 11:17 PM, March 23, 2013 

Posted: 10:56 PM, March 23, 2013 

If New Yorkers had any thoughts that Mayor Bloomberg 

was going to let Judge Milton Tingling’s slap down of the soda 

ban get in the way of imposing his personal preferences on the 

city, the mayor quickly put them to rest. No sooner had the judge 

ruled than Bloomberg announced a new ban that would force 

stores to hide cigarettes they were trying to sell. 

But, wait. It appears the mayor did learn something from 

Judge Tingling. This time, at least, Bloomberg has submitted his 

ban to the City Council for approval. And that’s a welcome move. 

As Judge Tingling observed, one of the most obnoxious 

things about the ban on large sugary drinks is that it took the form 

of a Health Department edict — with no input or oversight from 

the city’s duly-elected legislature. Apparently, the mayor believes 

that with enough statistics anything can be justified in the name of  
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health, no matter how undemocratic. 

Say what you will about the council — and we’ve had our 

share of problems with it— but its members are the duly elected 

representatives of the people. Not only should they be vetting 

these proposals, they need to vote on them so that they are forced 

to go on the record and be held accountable for their actions. 

If Bloomberg’s new prohibition becomes law, it would be 

the first such placement mandate in the United States. But as Jacob 

Sullum points out at Reason.com, even if the council were to 

approve it, the new ban could run afoul of the Federal Cigarette 

Labeling and Advertising Act, which seems to forbid such 

restrictions. 

No doubt the mayor is still smarting over what Judge 

Tingling’s ruling will mean for his legacy on these personal health 

issues he cares so much about. But the mayor’s legacy is much 

broader and much better than the nanny agenda. 

Indeed, the big concerns that first brought Bloomberg to 

office — e.g., crime, the budget, re-zoning, the public schools — 

remain hot-button issues. Though he hasn’t achieved all he’d 

hoped for on these issues, he has moved the city in the right 

direction. Yet it is precisely his achievements here that are now 

threatened by many of the candidates most likely to succeed him 

as mayor. 

With just months left in office, wouldn’t Bloomberg’s 

remaining time be better spent ensuring the progress he’s made on 

these issues doesn’t go up in smoke? 
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The wages of humor 

Last Updated: 10:21 PM, February 17, 2013 

Posted: 10:14 PM, February 17, 2013 

Can’t New York Democrats take a joke? 

We were jesting Thursday when we suggested that if a 

higher minimum wage is an easy way to guarantee a better life, 

why stop at $8.75? 

But it looks like Assembly Dems took us seriously. That 

same day, they announced they intend to push for a hike larger 

than what they had been proposing before. 

This is just the latest in minimum-wage leapfrog. It started 

last year when Assembly leaders tried to raise the minimum wage 

from $7.25 to $8.50 an hour. 

Last month, Gov. Cuomo one-upped them by proposing an 

$8.75 minimum wage in his State of the State speech. 

Last week, President Obama one-upped him by floating a 

$9 federal minimum wage in his State of the Union. 

The Assembly is determined to catch up. On Thursday, 

Democrats announced their intention to pass their own $9 

minimum-wage law. 

At best, this is theater: If Obama gets his way with a 

federal minimum-wage hike, all the states will have to abide by it 

and the dogpile in New York becomes moot. 

But if Obama fails and state Dems succeed, New York’s 

minimum wage will become 24 percent higher than New Jersey’s, 

and 9 percent higher than Connecticut’s. 

  

 

 

   Presenting Case 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Elucidating Case 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Offering  

   Argument 

 

 

 

 

 

 



143 

 

Table 4.50  (Continued) 

 

Tabloid’s editorial 20 Move Analysis 

That would make New York even more expensive and less 

attractive than its neighbors for business — and harder for low-

skilled workers and the young to find work. 

You’d think state Dems would keep all this in mind. But 

Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver says that “New York cannot 

wait while Washington weighs the pros and cons . . . We must act 

now.” 

Translation: Damn the consequences! 

And that’s no joke. 
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NYC’s murder freeze 

Last Updated: 12:19 AM, January 29, 2013 

Posted: 10:45 PM, January 28, 2013 

Murder took a break last week — New York enjoyed a 10-

day stretch without a single homicide, a span that ended Saturday 

with a shooting in Queens at 6:03p.m. 

Many chalked it up to the frigid temperatures that 

descended on the city. But it was even icier in the Midwest. And 

yet that didn’t stop Chicago from seeing 12 people murdered with 

guns over the same 10-day stretch, including six men on Saturday 

night alone. 

So far this January, Chicago has suffered 41 murders to 

New York’s 21, even though the Second City has less than a third  
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of New York’s population. 

Clearly, it’s not Old Man Winter who’s deterring killings 

in New York. It’s Ray Kelly and the policies he has pursued as 

police commissioner. 

Fact is, 10 murder-free days on Kelly’s watch is stunning 

but not a total aberration: Homicides dropped to a record low in 

New York last year — 418, the fewest since the city began 

recording the data in 1963. 

That good news comes thanks to great work by the nation’s 

finest police force, but again, this success is not just a matter of 

more feet on the ground. Chicago has just about as many cops per 

resident as New York, yet that hasn’t done anything to reduce that 

city’s alarming murder rate. 

Which suggests that the NYPD’s style of policing has 

something to teach other cities about fighting crime. It begins with 

political will. From the start, Mayor Bloomberg has given Kelly 

the backing he needs for his aggressive program of clearing guns 

from New York’s streets. 

In Chicago, by contrast, Mayor Rahm Emanuel has focused 

his fire on gunmakers instead of criminals. Last Friday he wrote to 

two major banks urging them to stop lending money to firearms 

manufacturers. 

The grandstanding didn’t do anything, of course, to stop 

crime. The same day, a man was shot to death in Chicago. The day 

after, six more. 
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The point is that the best police cannot function without 

strong political backing for the often unpopular policies that save 

lives — including the much-criticized practice of stop-question-

frisk used to great effect by the NYPD.  

For effective policing is always under assault: Just look at what 

federal Judge Shira Scheindlin is doing to render stop-and-frisk 

illegal. 

That is pure folly. New Yorkers should celebrate the fruits 

of Kelly’s labors: not just 10 days of relative peace in a bustling 

city, but untold lives saved all year round. And pity poor Chicago, 

which cannot. 
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The dance of ground zero 

Last Updated: 11:02 PM, March 30, 2013 

Posted: 10:29 PM, March 30, 2013 

At last some in the arts community have started asking a 

question we’ve been posing for years: Does New York really need 

a high-priced performing-arts center at Ground Zero? 

“I have strong reservations about where the resources are to 

pay for it,” Brooklyn Academy of Music President Karen Brooks 

Hopkins told The New York Times. Brooks went on to add that 

“all the existing [arts] institutions are struggling to meet their goals 

in a very tough environment.” In plain English, she means 
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Table 4.52  (Continued) 

 

Tabloid’s editorial 22 Move Analysis 

New York can’t afford it. 

Surely affordability is a question that should have been 

asked and answered a long time ago. Before the famed architect 

Frank Gehry was enlisted to come up with a design. Before the 

Lower Manhattan Development Corp. allocated millions for 

construction. Before LMDC approved $1 million to hire staff or 

consultants, as it did last month. And so on. 

But this boondoggle has a logic of its own. Over the years, 

key assumptions have changed, to the point where we now have a 

center in search of a calling. That’s especially unnecessary in New 

York, a place that probably has more performance venues than 

almost any other city in the world. 

The center began life as part of then-Gov. George Pataki’s 

redevelopment plan for Lower Manhattan. Four cultural 

organizations were selected to anchor the project: the International 

Freedom Center, the Drawing Center, the Signature Theater and 

the Joyce Theatre. Of these only the Joyce remains. 

Even here plans continue to change. Because the Joyce 

cannot fill the venue every week, it’s not going to be quite the 

anchor tenant that was expected; the center will have to be open to 

other programs. We expect this will not be the last adjustment. 

Meanwhile there’s still the sticky issue of the price tag. 

Estimates range between $450 million and $700 million, and in an 

effort to control costs, the original plans have been dramatically 

scaled back. Even so, the center’s board complains that it cannot  
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Table 4.52  (Continued) 

 

Tabloid’s editorial 22 Move Analysis 

begin raising money because it still has no idea what the center 

will cost. 

We have a suggestion: Why not do everyone a favor and 

scrap the whole thing? 

From the start, this was an indulgence based on the idea 

that unlimited dollars would magically continue to flow to Ground 

Zero. More than a decade later, we can see how well that’s 

working out. 

We say it’s time for some common sense: Pull the plug. 
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Table 4.53  NYP23  

 

Tabloid’s editorial 23 Move Analysis 

Saturday mail, 1863-2013 

Last Updated: 10:51 PM, February 8, 2013 

Posted: 10:25 PM, February 8, 2013 

The Postmaster General has just announced the demise of 

Saturday mail delivery. The 150-year-old weekend service had 

been in decline for more than a decade before the postman finally 

pulled the plug. 

The USPS reckons it will save $2 billion a year by moving 

to five-day-a-week service. Of course, that’s a drop in the bucket 

compared to the $16 billion the boys in blue lost last year — while 

defaulting on payments to their pension fund. Twice. 

If the Postal Service is to survive without billion-dollar 

bailouts every year, it’ll have to adjust to the times. That means 
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Table 4.53  (Continued) 

 

Tabloid’s editorial 23 Move Analysis 

transforming a government-granted monopoly into a market 

competitor. As Cornell University’s Richard Geddes points out, all 

27 members of the European Union have eliminated their postal 

monopolies and made their systems more efficient. 

The Postal Service has many advantages, including 

valuable property and a farflung network for delivery. There’s 

only one reason it finds itself unable to use these assets to flourish 

in a more competitive environment: Congress. 

It’s ironic that congressmen of both parties are complaining 

about the end of Saturday service when it is Congress that has 

brought the USPS to this point by standing in the way of every 

reasonable reform. That’s because Republicans and Democrats 

alike are well aware that the Postal Service remains the No. 2 

employer in the nation. 

Right now, Congress has a stranglehold over the USPS’s 

fundamental business decisions. That’s why even members who 

call for reform suddenly become champions for the status quo 

when a sorting center or post office in their district is up for 

closure. 

Our message to Congress: If you truly love something, let 

it go.  
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Table 4.54  NYP24 

 

Tabloid’s editorial 24 Move Analysis 

Talking Turkey 

Last Updated: 11:14 PM, February 3, 2013 

Posted: 10:50 PM, February 3, 2013 

In a terrible symmetry, a suicide bomber attacked the 

American embassy in Ankara on the same day that John Kerry 

was sworn in as secretary of state. 

Kerry moves to State at a tough time. So we wonder if he 

has reconsidered any of his earlier characterizations of how 

America should address terrorism. In 2004, for example, Kerry 

famously stated that “we have to get back to the place we were, 

where terrorists are not the focus of our lives, but they’re a 

nuisance.” 

That strikes us as fully in line with President Obama’s 

approach of the past four years. The problem is, while Americans 

may no longer make terrorists “the focus of our lives,” they make 

attacking the US the focus of theirs. 

In the last five months alone, the al Qaeda flag was raised 

over the besieged US embassy in Cairo, the US ambassador in 

Benghazi and three other Americans were murdered and the 

Yemen branch of al Qaeda put a bounty of three kilos of gold on 

the head of the US ambassador in Sana’a. 

In Hillary Clinton’s final, combative appearance before the 

Senate, she rightly observed that a secretary of state has “no 

greater responsibility” than protecting our diplomats abroad. She 

also noted that “they cannot work in bunkers and do their jobs.”  
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Table 4.54  (Continued) 

 

Tabloid’s editorial 24 Move Analysis 

She was right. Keeping American diplomats safe cannot be 

done simply by adding more Marines or turning buildings into 

fortresses.  

The way to do it is for the world to see that the United States 

exacts a swift and unforgiving price for an attack on its embassies 

or personnel. 

US diplomats and their families deserve to know that Kerry 

regards their would-be killers as more than just a “nuisance.”  
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Tabloid’s editorial 25 Move Analysis 

The trials of Barack Obama 

Last Updated: 11:11 PM, March 14, 2013 

Posted: 10:44 PM, March 14, 2013 

No surprise that the lawyer for an American accused of 

going to Pakistan to enlist with the Taliban would demand that 

Jews be barred from his federal jury. Nor are we surprised by the 

Obama administration’s decision to try Osama bin Laden’s son in-

law in federal court in New York rather than put him before a 

military commission. 

By their nature, these trials can easily become circuses. It’s 

one reason we prefer military commissions where possible. 

Commissions are both more secure and less open to terrorists’ 

manipulating their trials to advance their war on the US by forcing 

our government to make public crucial intelligence. 
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Table 4.55  (Continued) 

 

Tabloid’s editorial 25 Move Analysis 

In the case of Abdel Hameed Shehadeh, the Staten Island 

native who lost his bid to banish Jews from his jury, it would be a 

stretch to try him as an enemy combatant before a military 

commission. That’s not because he’s a US citizen, but because he 

was captured before he could enlist. 

The same is not true of bin Laden’s son-in-law, Sulaiman 

Abu Ghaith, who’ll be tried in federal court in Manhattan for 

conspiring to kill Americans. 

You’d have thought that the administration would’ve 

learned from its experience with Khalid Sheik Mohammed. In 

2010, Attorney General Eric Holder had to back down from his 

decision to try the 9/11 mastermind in New York after a public 

outcry. But here they are, trying again. 

That’s unwise on its own terms. But it is just one symptom 

of a much larger confusion of this administration. That confusion 

stems from President Obama’s habit of undermining his own war 

policies by cutting them to fit his politics. 

Drone attacks on American combatants overseas, for 

example, are perfectly defensible as a war measure — but become 

far more complicated when we’re in law-enforcement mode. 

Killing rather than capturing (and interrogating) terrorists 

can be a legitimate choice in war — but it becomes dangerous if 

done because a political stance (e.g., closing Gitmo) means we 

have to kill terrorists because we have no place to put them. 
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Table 4.55  (Continued) 

 

Tabloid’s editorial 25 Move Analysis 

And though intervention in Libya was right, surely it’s hard 

to swallow the legal justification that the War Powers Resolution 

didn’t apply because there was no war. 

Which points to the one question linking all these issues: 

Are we at war, or aren’t we? 

   Recommending  

   Action 

 

Table 4.56  NYP26 

 

Tabloid’s editorial 26 Move Analysis 

Iraq, 10 years later 

Last Updated: 12:29 AM, March 19, 2013 

Posted: 10:29 PM, March 18, 2013 

On this day in 2003, the United States and allies in a 

“coalition of the willing” launched an initial air assault to expel 

Saddam Hussein and liberate Iraq. 

Ten years later, Americans remain divided over the 

wisdom of that war. 

The tendency, at least as it affects our politics, is to dwell 

on the mistakes and hindsight hand-wringing that helped define 

the war. These include the failure to discover weapons of mass 

destruction, the disbanding of the Iraqi army, the delay in 

returning government to the Iraqi people and, above all, the 

sacrifice of nearly 4,500 good Americans in uniform who served 

in that war but didn’t live to make the return trip home. 
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Table 4.56  (Continued) 

 

Tabloid’s editorial 26 Move Analysis 

With all this, we believe two facts are worth repeating. 

First, even though Saddam Hussein was not involved in 9/11, he 

was a threat. Second, the Middle East is a more hopeful place with 

a fledgling democracy having replaced Saddam’s ruthless rule. 

On this anniversary, our eye should be on the future. For all 

the problems, by the time George W. Bush left office, he had in 

effect handed his successor a victory. Now our military is out of 

Iraq, and President Obama tells us this is a victory, too. 

Maybe. When a Tunisian policewoman spits on a street 

vendor and the next thing you know the Mubarak regime finds 

itself overturned, something big is happening. As we write, we 

have Syria coming apart at the seams, headed by a government as 

willing to murder its own people as Saddam’s was. Not to mention 

an Iran bent on acquiring a nuclear weapon — and dominating 

Iraq. 

In the years after World War II, America helped Japan 

rebuild and stood by allies such as South Korea because we 

recognized that a Pacific growing freer through the spread of 

representative government and growing richer through the 

advance of trade was in the interests of the American people. 

Helping the Iraqis raise up a free Arab nation in the heart of the 

Middle East was based on the same proposition. 

People say that the legacy of America’s intervention in Iraq 

won’t be known for years. That’s true enough. But it’s more 

important to acknowledge that, ultimately, the final verdict on that 

action will depend on decisions we take today. 

   Offering  

   Argument 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Elucidating Case 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Reaching the  

   Verdict 

 

 

 



154 

 

 

Table 4.56  (Continued) 

 

Tabloid’s editorial 26 Move Analysis 

Whether Iraq emerges from the regional turmoil as 

something close to what we had hoped for remains, at least in part, 

in our own hands. 
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Same-sex & the Supremes 

Last Updated: 12:27 AM, March 26, 2013 

Posted: 11:13 PM, March 25, 2013 

Today the Supreme Court will hear arguments on 

California’s Proposition 8. Tomorrow it will hear a related case 

involving the federal Defense of Marriage Act. 

Each defines marriage as a union between a man and 

woman. The question is whether the court will use the cases to 

discover a right to same-sex marriage. We hope they choose a 

more modest path. 

What does that mean? 

At its heart, it means trusting the American people acting 

through their elected representatives at the state level. The reasons 

are both practical and constitutional. As the amicus brief for the 

Becket Fund for Religious Liberty notes, legislatures are “more 

adept at balancing competing social interests, including religious 

liberty.” 

The Becket Fund brief takes no position on same-sex 

marriage. But it is interesting because it answers a question often 
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Table 4.57  (Continued) 

 

Tabloid’s editorial 27 Move Analysis 

asked: Why should anyone care about anyone else’s right to 

marry? 

The answer is that without clear conscience protections, we 

will see more religious institutions and individual citizens forced 

to violate their beliefs or be driven off the public square because 

their moral views have been deemed officially bigoted. 

These fears are not hypothetical. In New York, Yeshiva 

University was forced to accept same-sex couples in its dorms for 

married students. In New Jersey, a Methodist association was sued 

after it would not allow a lesbian couple to use its boardwalk 

pavilion for a civil union ceremony. In Boston, the Catholic 

church was forced to get out of adoption because it would not 

place children with same-sex couples. Without clear conscience 

protections, we will see more, on everything from access to 

government facilities to licensing or accreditation. 

It’s true that attitudes are changing. Some polls show most 

Americans now in favor of same-sex marriage, and some state 

legislatures have passed it. We believe in legislatures because 

democracies are based on the idea that the way to get what you 

want is to persuade your neighbor — not find a court to impose 

your solution. 

In the give and take of leaving it to the states, we will have 

messy solutions. But messy compromises based on a right located 

in the First Amendment are surely preferable to a Supreme Court 

that makes an end-run around our democratic process. 
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Table 4.58  NYP28 

 

Tabloid’s editorial 28 Move Analysis 

The wages of cigs 

Last Updated: 11:51 PM, March 28, 2013 

Posted: 10:59 PM, March 28, 2013 

Michael Bloomberg just gave New York’s politicians a 

timely lesson on the minimum wage — even though he was 

talking about cigarettes. 

This week the mayor introduced yet another measure to 

curb smoking. He’s asking the City Council to pass a law that 

would mean no one could charge less than $10.50 for a pack of 

cigarettes, which is designed to raise the price for some discount 

brands. The economic assumption is straightforward: Make 

something more expensive and people will buy less of it. 

Given the undeniable health risks from smoking and the 

widespread public disapproval of the habit, this Bloomberg bid is 

likely to find more favor than his soda ban. For argument’s sake, 

we’ll leave aside the complication of the thriving black market in 

cigarettes — created by high city and state taxes that already make 

the cost of smokes higher here than in other states. 

So our question is this: If a higher price for cigarettes 

means fewer cigarette sales, won’t higher prices for labor mean 

fewer jobs? 

Specifically, any politician who signs on to Bloomberg’s 

bid to reduce smoking by raising the price of a pack of cigarettes 

to $10.50 should be asked whether he or she also supports 

Albany’s hike in the state minimum wage to $9 an hour from 

$7.25. 
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We’d sure like to hear them explain how the same laws of 

pricing that will reduce cigarette sales won’t, when it comes to a 

higher minimum wage, take the form of employers hiring fewer 

workers, reducing the hours of the workers they have or hiring 

workers off the books. 

We’d bet the 9.1 percent of New York City workers who 

are unemployed would be even more interested in that answer. 
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Tabloid’s editorial 29 Move Analysis 

The TSA bombs 

Last Updated: 11:11 PM, March 14, 2013 

Posted: 10:47 PM, March 14, 2013 

People who secure glass houses . . . uh, Newark Airport . . . 

shouldn’t throw stones. 

Surely that’s the lesson the Transportation Security 

Administration would be wise to take now that its attempt to 

blame the messenger for its own failings has backfired — leading 

senators and congressmen to ask more question about TSA 

practices. 

The TSA first got its back up when The Post reported that 

screeners at Newark’s Liberty International Airport had allowed 

an undercover fed with an improvised explosive device stuffed 

down his pants to get through a screening and a secondary pat-

down. 
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Instead of admitting the problem, the TSA took to its blog 

to defend itself by whining about how hard its job is. “Items are 

extremely hard to spot,” it complained, because testers aren’t 

using “a cartoonish bundle of dynamite with an alarm clock.” 

Our point exactly. Do they think the terrorists are going to 

make it easier? 

Remember, Newark Airport is where al Qaeda operatives 

boarded a plane on 9/11 that the brave passengers later had to 

force to the ground in Pennsylvania. It’s the same airport where 52 

screeners had to be fired last year. And as New Jersey’s two 

senators noted in a letter to TSA Administrator John Pistole 

yesterday, it’s also the airport where another test found screeners 

properly “identified and took appropriate action on prohibited 

items in only about 25 percent of all cases.” 

The senators want to know whether the breach is “a 

Newark-specific problem” or a problem with TSA procedures 

more broadly. We suspect Pistole’s appearance before a House 

Homeland Security subcommittee yesterday probably raised rather 

than alleviated their concerns. 

We don’t pretend that TSA’s job is easy. But we’d have 

more confidence in the agency if we were sure it understood the 

real enemy here is the terrorists — not those trying to hold the 

TSA accountable for how well it does its job. 
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Tabloid’s editorial 30 Move Analysis 

The UN drones on 

Last Updated: 10:56 PM, January 27, 2013 

Posted: 10:22 PM, January 27, 2013 

The grossly misnamed UN Human Rights Council is 

launching a 9-month investigation into whether anti-terror drone 

strikes have led to “a plausible allegation of unlawful killings.” 

Given the characters involved, this sounds less like an 

impartial investigation and more like a grand jury readying a 

criminal indictment. 

And given that the probe focuses on the use of drones in 

Afghanistan, Pakistan and Yemen as well as the West Bank and 

Gaza, it’s fair to say that the defendants here are the US, Britain 

and Israel. 

So let’s just note at the outset that drone strikes are 

effective. They have significantly weakened the terrorists, and 

they have helped countries fighting the terrorists meet the primary 

responsibility of any nation: protecting its citizens. 

Granted, civilians have been killed by drone strikes. But 

there would be many more dead civilians if the United States and 

its allies were to launch major ground operations instead. And 

innocents wouldn’t have to die if the terrorists were not so 

cynically using them as protective shelter. 
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From the investigation of 60 editorials regarding hard news, five moves 

indicated by different communicative purposes in describing views and opinions of 

the newspaper have been identified. These moves consist of presenting case, offering 

argument, elucidating case, reaching the verdict, and recommending action. However, 

all of them are not common moves. Thus, common moves are identified by counting 

the sequence of moves and frequency of occurrence of moves in 30 texts of English 

editorial regarding hard news in broadsheet newspapers. Table 4.61 presents the 

sequence of moves.  

Note: Each initial indicates the communicating intention of each move: 

P = Presenting Case 

O = Offering Argument 

E = Elucidating Case 

RV = Reaching the Verdict 

RA = Recommending Action 

 

Table 4.61  Sequence of Moves in English Editorials Regarding Hard News of      

                    Broadsheet Newspaper 

 

Number of 

broadsheet 

newspaper’s 

editorial 

Sequence of Moves 

 

Move 1 Move 2 Move 3 Move 4 Move 5 

WP1 P O E RV - 

WP2 P O E RV - 

WP3 P O E RV RA 

WP4 P O RV RA - 

WP5 P O RV RA - 

WP6 P E O RV RA 

WP7 P E O RV - 

WP8 P O RV RA - 

WP9 O P E RV RA 

WP10 P O RV RA - 
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Table 4.61  (Continued)   

 

Number of 

broadsheet 

newspaper’s 

editorial 

Sequence of Moves 

 

Move 1 Move 2 Move 3 Move 4 Move 5 

WP11 P O RV RA - 

WP12 P O RV RA - 

WP13 P O RV - - 

WP14 P O RV RA - 

WP15 P E O RV RA 

WP16 P O RV RA - 

WP17 P O RA RV - 

WP18 P O E RV RA 

WP19 P O RV RA - 

WP20 P O RV - - 

WP21 P E O RV RA 

WP22 P E O RV RA 

WP23 P E O RV RA 

WP24 P O RV RA - 

WP25 P O RA RV - 

WP26 P E O RA RV 

WP27 P O RV RA - 

WP28 P O RV - - 

WP29 P O RV RA - 

WP30 P E O RV - 

 

  Table 4.62 shows the occurrence frequency of moves which indicates common 

moves and optional moves. 
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Table 4.62  Occurrence Frequency of Moves in English Editorials Regarding Hard    

                    News of Broadsheet Newspapers.     

               

Number of 

moves found 

in broadsheet 

newspaper’s 

editorials 

Name of the Moves 
Number of 

Occurrence 

Percentage 

(100%=Move 

occurred in all 

editorials 

Corpus 

(Total of 

Editorial) 

1 Presenting Case 30 **100% 30 

2 Offering Argument 30 **100% 30 

3 Elucidating Case 13 *43.33% 30 

4 Reaching the Verdict 30 **100% 30 

5 Recommending Action 23 **76.67% 30 

 

Note: Items with** = common moves.  

          Items with* = optional moves   

  From the above table, it reveals that the move of presenting case, offering 

argument, and reaching the verdict gain the highest percentage of occurrence 

frequency. Then, they are followed by the move of recommending action that is the 

high percentage of occurrence frequency. Finally, the move of elucidating case is the 

lowest percentage of occurrence frequency. Thus, the criteria are required to identify 

and classify common moves and optional moves. To set the criteria of common 

moves and optional moves in this study, the moves that gain 50% and higher of 

frequency of occurrences are considered as common moves; consequently, the 

optional moves are the moves that is less frequently occurrence in the overall text and 

less than 50%.Occurrences frequency of move in Table 4.62 signals that there are four 

common moves and one optional move. Therefore, it seems that the common moves 

and an optional move of English editorials regarding hard news of broadsheet 

newspaper are summarized as the below table: 
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Table 4.63  Summary of Common Moves and Optional Moves Found in English  

                    Editorials Regarding Hard News of Broadsheet Newspaper  

 

Common Moves Optional Moves 

Presenting Case 

Elucidating Case 
Offering Argument 

Reaching the Verdict 

Recommending Action 

 

 Consequently, the common moves of English editorials about hard news of 

broadsheet newspaper are structured as this list: 

Move 1: Presenting Case 

Move 2: Offering Argument 

Move 3: Reaching the Verdict 

Move 4: Recommending Action 

  More details and discussions are provided in the following parts to illustrate 

how communicative purposes in each move are expressed. 

Move 1: Presenting Case 

  This part presents actual events or situations of everyday that may be 

beneficial for residents in a community and may be affected residents’ lives. It 

informs and frames events or concerned issues as well as prepares background 

knowledge of events.  

Move 2: Offering the Argument 

 In this part, the editors propose their discussion about the possible choices of 

events or alternative solutions that might not happen in actual events presented in the 

editorials. It is probably the section of raising an argument related to what was not. 

Move 3: Reaching the Verdict 

  It is a part of conclusion. It is also a part describing the events that writers 

suppose it to happen. After considering an argument carefully, opinions that writers 

give about events presented in Move 1are expressed in this move. Moreover, writers 

may convey their desired events in terms of what should be in this move. 
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Move 4: Recommending Action 

  In this move, the writers will suggest how the desired events can be happened. 

It is a part recommending ways of making alternative solution or possible choices of 

events to occur. Furthermore, what should be done in actual events is revealed in this 

move. 

  However, it should be clear that all four common moves do not appear in all 

broadsheet newspaper’s editorials. It also seems that different structures of move may 

occur among those editorials. The following table demonstrates the structures of move 

that may happen: 

 

Table 4.64  Occurrence Frequency of Move Structures in English Editorials  

                    Regarding Hard News of Broadsheet  Newspaper  

 

Broadsheet newspaper 

Number Move structures Number of 

Occurrence 

 

Percentage 

(100% = move 

structure 

occurred in all 

editorials) 

Corpus 

(Total of 

Editorials) 

1 P-O-E-RV 4 13.33% 30 

2 P-O-E-RV-RA 2 6.67% 30 

3 P-O-RV-RA 12 40% 30 

4 P-E-O-RV-RA 5 16.67% 30 

5 O-P-E-RV-RA 1 3.33% 30 

6 P-O-RV 3 10% 30 

7 P-O-RA-RV 2 6.67% 30 

8 P-E-O-RA-RV 1 3.33% 30 

   

  From the table 4.64, there are eight move structures that occur in texts of 

English editorials regarding hard news of broadsheet newspaper; however, only one 

of them is a structure of common moves. The structure of common moves gains the 

highest percentage of occurrence frequency of move structures. This is the 
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confirmation that there are four common moves (presenting case, offering argument, 

reaching the verdict, and recommending action) and the four moves are orderly 

organized to be common moves of English editorials of broadsheet newspaper 

regarding hard news. While the other move structures are not a structure of common 

moves because there is an optional move in those structures, those are incomplete 

with the four common moves as well as those are changed the position of common 

moves. 

 

4.3  Moves Structure of English Editorials Regarding Hard News in    

       Tabloid Newspaper 

 

  According to the investigation of 30 English editorials regarding hard news in 

tabloid newspaper, it appears that there are five moves signified by different 

communicative purposes in describing views and opinions of the newspaper. These 

moves consist of presenting case, offering argument, elucidating case, reaching the 

verdict, and recommending action. Nevertheless, it seems that all of them are not 

common moves. In order to identify common moves, it is necessary to count sequence 

of moves and occurrences frequency of moves in 30 texts of English editorial 

regarding hard news in tabloid newspaper. Table 4.65 presents the sequence of moves 

in English editorials regarding hard news of tabloid newspaper.  

Note: Each initial indicates the communicating intention of each move: 

P = Presenting Case 

O = Offering Argument 

E = Elucidating Case 

RV = Reaching the Verdict 

RA = Recommending Action 
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Table 4.65  Sequence of Moves in English Editorials Regarding Hard News of   

                    Tabloid Newspaper 

 

Number of 

broadsheet 

newspaper’s 

editorial 

Sequence of Moves 

 

Move 1 Move 2 Move 3 Move 4 Move 5 

NYP1 P O E RV - 

NYP2 P O E RV - 

NYP3 P E O RV RA 

NYP4 P O RV RA - 

NYP5 P O RV RA - 

NYP6 P O RV - - 

NYP7 P O RV RA - 

NYP8 P O E RV - 

NYP9 P O RV RA - 

NYP10 P O RV - - 

NYP11 P O RV - - 

NYP12 P O RV RA - 

NYP13 P O RV - - 

NYP14 P O RV - - 

NYP15 P O RV - - 

NYP16 P O RV - - 

NYP17 P O E RV RA 

NYP18 P O RV RA - 

NYP19 P O E RV - 

NYP20 P E O RV - 

NYP21 P O E RV RA 

NYP22 P O E RV RA 

NYP23 P O RV RA - 

NYP24 P O RV RA - 

NYP25 P O RV RA - 

NYP26 P O E RV - 

NYP27 P O RV RA - 

NYP28 P O RV - - 

NYP29 P O E RV - 

NYP30 P O RV - - 
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The following is table of occurrence frequency of moves which indicates common 

moves and optional moves found in English editorials regarding hard news of tabloid 

newspaper. 

Table 4.66  Occurrence Frequency of Moves in English Editorials Regarding Hard News  

                    of Tabloid Newspaper  

 

Number of 

moves found 

in tabloid 

newspaper’s 

editorials 

Name of the Moves 
Number of 

Occurrence 

Percentage 

(100%=Move 

occurred in all 

editorials 

Corpus 

(Total of 

Editorial) 

1 Presenting Case 30 **100% 30 

2 Offering Argument 30 **100% 30 

3 Elucidating Case 11 *36.67% 30 

4 Reaching the Verdict 30 **100% 30 

5 Recommending Action 15 **50% 30 

 

Note: Items with** = common moves 

          Items with* = optional moves   

 To set the criteria for identifying and classifying common moves and optional 

moves, the moves that gain 50% and higher of frequency of occurrences are considered 

as common moves; consequently, the optional moves are the moves that is less frequently 

occurrence in the overall text and less than 50%. The move of presenting case, offering 

argument, and reaching the verdict gain 100% which is the highest percentage of 

occurrence frequency according to Table 4.66. It also appears that the move of 

recommending action gains 50% and is in the high percentage of occurrence frequency. 

However, the move of elucidating case gains 36.67% positioned at the lowest percentage 

of occurrence frequency. Occurrences frequency of move in Table 6 signals that English 

editorials of tabloid newspaper regarding hard news consist of four common moves and 
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one optional move. Therefore, the common moves and an optional move can be 

summarized as the following table: 

 

Table 4.67  Summary of Common Moves and Optional Moves Found in English  

                    Editorials Regarding Hard News of Tabloid Newspaper  

 

Common Moves Optional Moves 

Presenting Case 

Elucidating Case 
Offering Argument 

Reaching the Verdict 

Recommending Action 

 

 Thus, it can be orderly summarized the common moves of English editorials 

regarding hard news of tabloid newspaper as the list below: 

Move 1: Presenting Case 

Move 2: Offering Argument 

Move 3: Reaching the Verdict 

Move 4: Recommending Action 

 To illustrate how communicative purposes in each move are conveyed, more 

details and discussions are provided in the following parts. 

  

Move 1: Presenting Case 

  This move describes actual events or situations of everyday being beneficial for 

residents in a community and affected residents’ lives. Events or concerned issues are 

framed and defined. Moreover, it seems that background story of events is prepared in 

this part. This move aims to report what happened in the community and introduce the 

background of events. 
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Move 2: Offering the Argument 

  Editors raise an argument to claim that what was not to be happened in an actual 

event and try to offer that there are the possible choices of events or alternative solutions 

in this part. It also aims to discuss events or situations presented in Move 1with reasons 

in order to show writers’ attitude. 

 

Move 3: Reaching the Verdict 

  In this part, conclusions are presented. The description about the events that 

writers suppose it to happen is also appeared in this move. The writers give an opinion 

about actual events presented in Move 1. Moreover, writers may apprize their desired 

events in terms of what should be in this move. In short, it aims to express verdicts and 

opinions towards the actual events. 

 

Move 4: Recommending Action 

  It is a move of recommendation and suggestion. The writers will suggest how the 

desired events can be happened. The writers also recommend ways of making alternative 

solution or possible choices of events to occur. It aims to suggest what should be done in 

actual events. 

  Nonetheless, it should be noted that all four common moves do not appear in all 

tabloid newspaper’s editorials. Furthermore, different structures of move may appear 

among those editorials. To illustrate the different structures of move that can occur in 

those editorials, the below table show those structures: 
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Table 4.68  Occurrence Frequency of Move Structures in English Editorials Regarding   

                    Hard News of Tabloid Newspaper  

 

Tabloid newspaper 

Number of 

move types 

Move structures Number of 

Occurrence 

 

Percentage (100% 

= move structure  

occurred in all 

editorials) 

Corpus 

(Total of 

Editorials) 

1 P-O-E-RV 5 16.67% 30 

2 P-O-E-RV-RA 4 13.33% 30 

3 P-O-RV-RA 10 33.33% 30 

4 P-E-O-RV-RA 1 3.33% 30 

5 P-O-RV 10 33.33% 30 

 

  According to table 4.68, there are five move structures that appear in texts under 

context of English editorials regarding hard news of tabloid newspaper; however, only 

some of them is a structure of common moves. From the table, the structure of common 

moves gains the highest percentage of occurrence frequency of move structures. 

However, there is another move structure that gains the highest percentage of occurrence 

frequency. That move structure is presenting case, offering argument, and reaching the 

verdict. This reveals that the structure of common moves appeared in English editorials 

regarding hard news of tabloid newspaper can happen into two structures. The first 

structure consists of four moves as follows: presenting case, offering argument, reaching 

the verdict, and recommending action. The second structure includes with three moves 

that are presenting case, offering argument, and reaching the verdict. Whereas, the other 

move structures are not a structure of common moves because an optional move inserts in 

those structures. 

  In conclusion, entire findings show that texts under contexts of English editorials 

regarding hard news of broadsheet and tabloid newspapers tend to present an argument 
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and opinion of those newspapers towards the actual events happened in a community.  

According to genre and presentation style of English editorials about hard news from 

both sources, those editorials motivate and persuade their readers to conceive ideas that 

against or support the information presented in the editorials.  

 

4.4  The Similarities and Differences in the Move Structures of Genre and  

       Other Features Found in English Editorials Regarding Hard News of  

       Broadsheet and Tabloid Newspapers 

 

 In this section, the findings and discussions about the different and similar 

features in the move structures of genre in those editorials are described. Table 4.69 

demonstrates the differences and similarities of common moves found in English 

editorials regarding hard news of broadsheet and tabloid newspapers. 

 

Table 4.69  Comparison of Common Moves Found in English Editorials Regarding Hard    

                    News of Broadsheet and Tabloid Newspapers 

 

Common moves 
Similar Different 

Broadsheet Tabloid 

Structure 1 

Move 1: Presenting Case 

Move 2: Offering Argument 

Move 3: Reaching the Verdict 

Move 4: Recommending Action 

Structure 1 

Move 1: Presenting Case 

Move 2: Offering Argument 

Move 3: Reaching the Verdict 

Move 4: Recommending Action 

  

- 

Structure 2 

Move 1: Presenting Case 

Move 2: Offering Argument 

Move 3: Reaching the Verdict 
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  Table 4.69 shows that there is only one structure of common moves in English 

editorials regarding hard news of broadsheet newspapers but there are two structures of 

common moves in those editorials of tabloid newspaper. So the common moves of 

editorials found in both sources are different in aspect of a number of structures. The first 

common move pattern from both sources of texts sequentially includes with four moves: 

presenting case, offering argument, reaching the verdict, and recommending action. 

Therefore, it can be concluded that the sequence of common moves of English editorials 

from both sources are similar. Nevertheless, the second common move structure of 

English editorials regarding hard news of tabloid newspaper is orderly included with 

three moves: presenting case, offering argument, and reaching the verdict. 

  In the following section, similarities and differences of other features found in 

texts of English editorials regarding hard news of broadsheet and tabloids newspapers are 

discussed. 

 

Table 4.70  Similarities and Differences of Other Features English Editorials Regarding    

                    Hard News of Broadsheet and Tabloids Newspapers 

 

Features Broadsheet Tabloid Similar Different 

Total number of moves 

found 

 

5 5  

 

Number of common     

moves 

 

4 3 and 4   

Number of common move 

structures 

 

1 2   

Number of optional moves 1 1   
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Table 4.70  (Continued) 

 

Features Broadsheet Tabloid Similar Different 

 

common move structure 

 

consistent various   

General communicative 

purposes of common moves 

 

 

to motivate and 

persuade ideas 

that against or 

support 

information in 

editorials 

to motivate and 

persuade ideas 

that against or 

support 

information in 

editorials 

  

Communicative purpose of 

an optional move 

 

to explain cases 

or events more 

fully 

 

to explain 

cases or events 

more fully 

 

  

Writing Style 
argumentative 

and descriptive 

argumentative 

and descriptive   

 

  Regarding to Table 4.70, there are 6 similar features found in texts of English 

editorials regarding hard news of broadsheet and tabloids newspapers. First, the total 

number of moves found in texts of both sources is similar; therefore, five moves are 

found. Second, their number of common moves is similar; that is, there are four common 

moves. Whereas, their number of common move structures is different. There are two 

common move structures in tabloid’s English editorials that one structure includes with 

four common moves and another one includes with three common moves. Consequently, 

their number of common moves can be similar and different at the same time. Third, they 

have the same number of optional moves that is the move of elucidating case. Fourth, 
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their general communicative purposes of common moves are similar. Fifth, the table 4.70 

reveals that communicative purpose of an optional move is similar; thus, their optional 

move (elucidating case) aims to explain cases or events more fully. Sixth, the writing 

style of English editorials regarding hard news of both sources is similar. It is 

argumentative and descriptive style.  

 In contrast, there are several different features in texts of English editorials 

regarding hard news from both sources. As the above description related to the number of 

common moves, it notify that there are both similarity and difference in this aspect. Next, 

the number of common move structures is different because the editorials from tabloid 

newspaper have two structures of common move while editorials from broadsheet 

newspaper have only one. Finally, it is found that a common move structure of editorials 

from broadsheet newspaper is consistent with only one format but this feature of 

editorials from tabloid newspaper is various. 

 

4.5  The Communicative Purposes of Common and Optional Moves Found in   

       English Editorials Regarding Hard News of Broadsheet and Tabloids  

       Newspapers 

 

  This part is the demonstration of communicative purposes of common and 

optional moves found in English editorials regarding hard news of broadsheet and 

tabloids newspapers. The specific communicative purposes of each common move are 

observed as the below table: 
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Table 4.71  Communicative Purposes of Common and Optional Moves of English  

                    Editorials Regarding Hard News of Broadsheet and Tabloids Newspapers 

 

Common moves  Communicative functions 

Presenting Case to present actual events and to frame concerned 

issues 

Offering Argument to discuss possible choices of events or 

alternative solutions 

Reaching the Verdict to give opinions and to convey writers’ desired 

events 

Recommending Action to suggest or recommend what should be done 

in actual events 

Optional moves  Communicative functions 

Elucidating Case to explain cases or events more fully 

 

  Moreover, the common moves of English editorials about hard news from both 

broadsheet and tabloid newspapers reflect common communicative purposes of the text 

in this genre. Thus, the editorials from both sources aim to motivate and persuade readers 

to consider ideas that against or support the information provided in those editorials.  

  In conclusion, this chapter describes the research findings in four parts of 

analysis: 1) moves structure of English editorials regarding hard news in broadsheet 

newspaper, 2) moves structure of English editorials regarding hard news in tabloid 

newspaper, 3) similarities and differences in the move structures of genre and other 

features found in English editorials regarding hard news of broadsheet and tabloid 

newspapers, and 4) communicative purposes of common and optional moves found in 

English editorials regarding hard news of broadsheet and tabloid newspapers. In the next 

chapter, the results of this study will be summarized and conceptualized for further 

comprehension. It also provides conclusions and recommendations. 

 



 

CHAPTER 5 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

5.1  Introduction 

 

  The analysis of English editorials regarding hard news of broadsheet and 

tabloid newspapers published on January 2013 to March 2013 demonstrates how 

these editorials are presented. Moreover, the analysis in this study relates to language 

use in a professional setting and English for Specific Purposes (ESP). The corpus of 

this study consists of English language editorials regarding hard news from a 

broadsheet newspaper (The Washington Post) and a tabloid newspaper (New York 

Post). The identification of news types in the editorials is based on the distinction 

between hard news and soft news of Patterson (2000) and Bennett (2004). The study 

applies the analytical framework of genre analysis by Swales (1990) and Bhatia 

(1993) to analyze language use in the context of English editorial writing to discover 

the genre and common move patterns of those texts. This study aims to discover the 

common move structures of English editorials written in those different types of 

newspaper and to find the similarities and differences of genre in them. After 

identifying types of news, the genre analysis was conducted in two steps: the 

identification of rhetorical moves and comparison of the moves structure of editorials 

in tabloid and broadsheet newspapers. Communicative purposes of moves were 

interpreted based on functions of the information in each move. Then, the 

communicating intention was interpreted using the concepts of Swales (1990) and 

Bhatia (1993) as well as other notions, such as discourse community and schema.  

  This chapter presents the conclusions of the study. It includes five sections. 

The first section is the summary of all findings and discussions to answer the three 

research questions: 1) What is the common moves structure of English editorials in 

broadsheet and tabloid newspapers? 2) What are the similar and different features in 

the move patterns of genre in those editorials? 3) What is the communicating 
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intention of genre discovered in English editorials of broadsheet and tabloid 

newspapers? The second section presents the contribution of the study. The third 

section addresses the issue of validity. The fourth section gives recommendations for 

further study. The final section discusses the limitations of the study. 

 

5.2  Summary of the Findings and Discussions 

 

 Findings shown in chapter four reveal that move structures of English 

editorials from two different types of newspapers have similarities and differences. 

The English editorials regarding hard news in broadsheet and tabloid newspapers are 

similar in aspects of common moves and optional moves. There are four common 

moves in texts of broadsheet and tabloid newspapers: 1) presenting case, 2) offering 

argument, 3) reaching the verdict, and 4) recommending action. An optional move of 

those texts is the move of elucidating case. However, there is another common move 

structure of the texts under the context of tabloid newspaper which consists of three 

moves: 1) presenting case, 2) offering argument, and 3) reaching the verdict.  

  It can be concluded that English editorials from two different types of 

newspapers are similar in terms of number of common moves, number of optional 

moves, sequence of common moves, writing style, and communicative purposes of 

moves. Nevertheless, some differences also exist. The texts of the tabloid newspaper 

have two common move structures while those of the broadsheet newspaper have 

only one. Therefore, it can be noted that the common move pattern of English 

editorials regarding hard news in a broadsheet newspaper is consistent with only one 

format, but this feature in editorial texts in tabloid newspapers is various.  

  Regarding the communicating intention of genre discovered in English 

editorials regarding hard news of broadsheet and tabloid newspapers,  the 

common moves that occur in the texts from both sources mainly tend to provide 

information or background about actual events, discuss possible choices of events or 

optional solutions, provide opinions and convey writers’ desired events, and 

recommend what should be done in actual events. This move structure is exhibited in 

Table 11 in chapter four. Consequently, it can be concluded that English editorials 

regarding hard news of broadsheet and tabloid newspapers aims to motivate and 
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persuade readers to consider ideas or give opinions that oppose or support the 

information provided in those editorials. In other words, this genre also intends to 

express strong opinions in order to stimulate some reaction in readers. 

  It can be implied that the structure of editorial texts is specifically 

characteristic and it can develop to be a genre. This genre which is systematically 

sequent in narrative introduces editorial discourse to readers and language learners. 

This genre analysis also reminds that changes in chronological sequence of moves 

may occur in the move structure of English editorial writing if writers or journalists 

disregard genre specificity. The changes in chronological sequence of moves can be 

seen in Table 4.61 and Table 4.65 in chapter four. Thus, this phenomenon provides 

readers with an awareness of genre specificity which can prevent readers or language 

learners from being misled in unselective use of language. It may be noted that some 

genres can provide a better understanding of discourses under various contexts and 

prepare familiarity with a scope of genres of English in writing, reading, teaching, and 

learning the language in areas of English for Academic Purposes (EAP), English for 

Specific Purposes (ESP), and English for Occupational Purposes. 

  According to Bhatia’s (1993) findings and explanations, there are four moves 

of cognitive structure in academic essays. These moves are presenting case, offering 

argument, reaching the verdict, and recommending action. The four moves discovered 

by Bhatia (1993) are similar to the four moves found in the text structure of English 

editorials regarding hard news of broadsheet and tabloid newspapers. Thus, it can be 

concluded that the result of a common move structure found in this study is 

compatible with Bhatia’s (1993) move structure of academic essays. 

 

5.3  Issue of Validity 

 

  In this study, the interpretation of moves in move analysis practice was based 

on the use of language in editorial pages of the researcher. While this study provided 

gratifying findings, the validity of findings might be questioned. The move analysis in 

this study might not provide complete explanation why the common move structures 

discovered were appropriate in the context of those English editorials.  Thus, the 

implication of these findings suggests that the inter-raters of move analysis strengthen 
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validation of the rhetorical moves found. The researcher recommends that the study 

be replicated using a survey with a questionnaire of move analysis practice to evaluate 

accuracy of rhetorical moves. The questionnaire should mainly aim to identify 

rhetorical moves of all English editorial texts used as the sampling corpus of the 

present study. To further formalize common move structures of those English 

editorials regarding hard news in broadsheet and tabloid newspapers, the 

questionnaire will be distributed to a number of inter-raters. After the inter-raters 

complete the questionnaire, their results will be compared with the common move 

structures of the present study. This comparison will establish the validation of 

findings in this study. 

  In addition, the present study examined the common move structures of only 

two newspapers: The Washington Post and New York Post. The results of common 

move structures in the study may not be as same as results in others newspapers. This 

research primarily used a qualitative research methodology. Whereas the data were 

collected and analyzed as a small sample of English editorials, it may be not easy to 

conclude that the rhetorical move structures found in this study are representative of 

English editorials in all newspapers. The sixty samples of the present study are not 

enough to summarize results in terms of quantitative analysis. Thus, the quantitative 

analysis is recommended for the further study.  

 

5.4  The Contribution of the Study 

 

  5.4.1 The study provides an awareness of genre specificity in editorials 

regarding hard news through move analysis. It points out that structural organization 

is necessary for the use of language in order to communicate any specific purpose. 

Thus, it makes journalism students, editors, and journalists realize the use of language 

in newspapers for different communicative purposes. The genre gives a beneficial 

conception for editors in order to write editorials to achieve favorable or unfavorable 

bias because there is a sensitive language selection in presenting an editorial. 
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  5.4.2 The study provides familiarity with a genre of English editorials 

regarding hard news in broadsheet and tabloid newspapers for journalism students, 

teachers, and people who read newspapers. 

  5.4.3 This genre analysis of English editorials regarding hard news in 

broadsheet and tabloid newspapers allows newspapers’ readers to rationalize what 

meanings of words can make sense of texts under this particular genre. 

  5.4.4 This genre analysis is one of the guidelines for journalism students to 

know the structure of English editorials regarding hard news in broadsheet and tabloid 

newspapers. 

 

5.5  The Recommendation for Further Study 

 

  There are several recommendations for any future study. First, the scope of the 

study should be enlarged. This study is limited by only one kind of data and one 

source of each kind of newspaper. The English editorials regarding hard news in The 

Washington Post and New York Post are selected as a corpus of data in analyzing 

genre and identifying their common move structures. In a further study, the researcher 

may continue to collect editorial texts from the two newspapers used in this study in 

order to increase the number of those texts for investigating the consistency and 

variation of the common move structure. Nonetheless, a larger group of editorial texts 

published in various newspapers would assist to broaden the scope and may disclose 

comparable findings that are out of the ordinary. A wider set of data from various 

newspapers can also accurately corroborate a result of common move structures of 

English editorial texts.  

  Second, the researcher intentionally constructs genre analysis on general 

English editorials regarding hard news that contribute a result in universal move 

structures in this study. The English of newspapers is full of linguistic repertoire; 

constraints covering the range of news topics attract scholars to study them in an 

aspect of genre. In the future studies, the more specific hard news issues, such as 

political issues, social problems, and wars may reveal the difference in structural 

organization and uniqueness of those structures. Genre analysis in specific topics of 

hard news probably leads to peculiarity of structural organization. The rhetorical 
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structures of genre in specific texts may facilitate journalism students and journalists 

in constructing appropriate schema that supports their efficiency in reading and 

writing news about particular topics. 

  Third, newspapers provide not only texts of news reporting but also texts of 

other features, such as food, fashion, films, job advertisements, and etc; consequently, 

their texts can draw the attention of many general readers or audience.  In relating to 

the features provided in newspapers, the researchers may conduct their studies of 

genre analysis to examine rhetorical situations of those features. In the studies, it is 

useful to apply the frameworks of move analysis to see conventionalized 

communicative purposes of texts covering those various features. The common move 

structures of the studies will be possible to use as sources of teaching and learning for 

English for Specific purposes (ESP). Their common move structure can also reflect 

specific types of English usage in genre distinctions of texts published in newspaper 

pages. 

  Fourth, editorial pages also publish soft news editorials which present soft 

topics or texts intended to entertain audiences as the definitions proposed by Patterson 

(2000) and Bennett (2007). The definitions proposed by the two scholars can be used 

as criteria to classify a set of English editorials regarding soft news which can be 

analyzed in the further studies. The framework of genre analysis and move analysis 

introduced by Swales (1990) and Bhatia (1993) will be used in investigation of 

rhetorical moves of those soft news editorials. Therefore, the result of common moves 

structures of those soft news editorials is interesting in comparison to the common 

move structures in the present study. This comparison may disclose the difference or 

similarity of structural organization as well as answer the question whether  editors 

can universally use the common move structures found in the present study or not. 

Moreover, the study of soft news editorials may demonstrate how to use specific 

English in various communicative purposes and offer topical language skills in the 

specific genre of English editorials regarding soft news. 

  Fifth, it is interesting to conduct genre analysis of English editorials published 

in other kinds of written communication, such as magazines, academic books, etc. 

The strategic analysis of the present study can also apply to study the 

conventionalized rhetorical situations, rhetorical structures, and communicative 
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purposes. The further study in this aspect may show the specification of written 

structures in a particular discourse community as well as writing styles or trends. Its 

results will be beneficial for writers in order to meet reader’s expectation by better 

expressing their messages through the move structures’ model in their writings. In 

addition, they are also useful for readers in making sense of words, language styles, 

and forms of texts in genre specificity. It will develop a smooth communication 

between writers and readers. Hopefully, the recommendations for further study 

provided in this study can be useful pilots of genre analysis and increase interest of 

genre study in professional settings as well as in English for specific purposes. 
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